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King visits Al Bashir Hospital 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Abdullah paid a 
visit on Sunday night to Ai Bashir Hospital, where he 
inquired about the services offered to patients, Jordan 
Television reported. King Abdullah inspected the 
emergency unit and the pharmacy and was assured on 
the services provided. The King" also listened to the 
patients’ requests and comments on the hospital’s 
capacity. Accompanying the King was Royal Court 
Chief Abdul Karim kabariti. 
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Israel to close West Bank, Gaza 
borders for anniversary 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel will seal off the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip during this week's celebrations mark- 
ing the 51st anniversary of the Jewish state's creation, 
a military spokesman said Sunday. The army will 
close the" borders from Monday evening until dawn 
Thursday, the spokesman said, noting that it was an 
annual security procedure but refusing to say if Israel 
had received word of planned disturbances. The bor- 
der closure will prevent some 60,000 Palestinians 
from gelling to their legal jobs in Israel. According to 
Palestinian figures, even a partial border closing costs 
Palestinian workers about $2 million daily. 
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Monarch returns from Libya 

King to visit Syria on Wednesday 
for talks with President Assad 


Euro-Med cultural series 
to be dedicated to King 
Hussein’s memory 
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His Majesty King Abdullah is greeted by HRH Prince Mohammad upon his return from Libya (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HU 
Majesty King Abdullah is due 
to visit Syria on Wednesday 
for talks with President Hafez 
.Assad on bilateral relations 
and issues of mutual concern, 
a senior official said on Sun- 
day. 

“King Abdullah will visit 
Syria on Wednesday as part of 
his Arab tour that has taken 
him so far to Saudi Arabia. 
Oman, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Libya," the official 
told the Jordan Times. 

The King, who returned 
from Libya yesterday, told Jor- 
dan Television that he “will go 
to Syria in two days' time, and 
the visit is bound to open a 
new chapter in Jordaniarv-Syr- 
ian relations." 

Responding to a question 
about his meeting with Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
during his Libyan visit and 
whether there were any new 
developments on the declara- 
tion of an independent Pales- 
tinian state, the King said: 
“The situation obviously for 
Abu Ammar [ Arafat] is a very 
difficult one, and our job is to 
support the Palestinian people, 
and we will help our brothers 
through this very difficult peri- 
od Again, we will keep our 
fingers crossed that the future 
wifi bring [this region] the sta- 
bility that the late King Hus- 
sein has always wished foe” 

In a recent interview with the 
Saudi daily Okaz, King 


Abdullah said “Relations 
with our brothers in Syria and 
Kuwait are good and are 
developing for the better" 
Speaking to the London- 
based Al Quds Al Arabi earlier 
this month. King Abdullah 
expressed his admiration for 
Bashar Assad, son and hen- 


apparent of President Assad 
saying thar when he visited 
Amman, he spoke about his 
vision for the future of Syria. 

“Bashar Assad expressed his 
views about political changes 
in and modernisation of his 
country to meet current devel- 
opments throughout the 


world” King Abdullah stud 
King Abdullah, who was 
accompanied on the visit to 
Libya by HRH Crown Prince 
Harnzah. Prime Minister 
Abdur-Ra’uf S. Rawabdeh. 
Royal Court Chief Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, HRH Prince 
Ghari Ben Mohammad and 


General Intelligence Depart- 
ment Director Sarnih Battikhi, 
said his visit to the North 
African country was in the 
course of Joidanian-Ubyan 
consultations and coordination 
of Arab stands. 

(Continued on page 2) 



Ecevit takes lead in Turkish legislative elections 


Agencies 

PRIME MINISTER Bulent 
Ecevit’s Democratic Left 
Party (DSP) was leading 
Turkish legislative elections 
Sunday, with the ultra- 
nationalists tailing behind, 
according to first partial 
results broadcast by Turk- 
ish television. 

According to the results 
taking into account 2.5 mil- 
lion votes our of a possible 
37.5 million voters. Ecevit 
has snatched 23.2 per cent 
as opposed to his 14.6 per 
cent in the 1995 election. 

The ultra-right National- 
ist Movement Party (MHP), 
which failed to make it into 
parliament in 1995. was 
second with 1 7.9 per cent. 

They were followed by 
the pro-religious Virtue 
Party (Fazilel) which 
received 15.5 percent. 

The two main conserva- 


tive parties, the Motherland 
Party (ANAP) of former 
Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz and True Path Party 
(DYP) of Tansu Ciller, were 
following with 14.9 and 
1 1 .8 per cent respectively. 

The socialist Republican 
People’s Party (CHP) led 
by Deniz Baykal was lag- 
ging at 9.1 per cent, below 
the 10 per cent threshold 
that parties are required to 
pass for representation in 
parliament. 

If these partial results are 
confirmed, it would signal a 
great change in the Turkish 
political scene with two 
parties from different ends 
of the political spectrum, 
but both promoting nation- 
alist policies, cashing in on 
the capture of Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan in 
February. 

The MHP. known as the 
“Grey Wolves" with sub- 


stantial support among the 
Turkish security forces, has 
been absent from the parlia- 
ment since 1977. 

Observers had previously 
said the party would man- 
age to lure a considerable 
amount of support through 
its campaign based on the 
“unity of Turkey" against 
the Kurdish Labour Party’s 
(PKK) 15-year armed 
struggle for Kurdish self- 
rule. 

Ecevit. meanwhile, made 
headlines across the world 
as the head of a government 
that captured Turkey’s 
number one enemy, Ocalan. 
and brought him back to 
face a treason trial. 

The pro-Kurdish People’s 
Democracy Party (Hadep). 
expected to do well in the 
mainly Kurdish -populated 
southeast, meanwhile, was 
estimated to have got 2.9 
per cent of the votes. 


In local elections. Virtue 
was leading in the race for 
the mayoralties of the capi- 
tal Ankara and Istanbul, 
Turkey's biggest city with a 
population of over 10 mil- 
lion. while the DSP 
received the majority in the 
Aegean city of Izmir, 
according to the first 
results. 

Ecevit, Turkey’s fourth 
premier in as many years, 
offered himself at a final 
rally as guarantor of the sta- 
bility needed to push tough 
reforms and tackle conflict 
in (he mainly Kurdish 
southeast. 

The head of Virtue, the 
biggest group in the old 
parliament, which faces a 
possible constitutional 
court ban later this year, 
vowed loyalty to the coun- 
try’s secularist constitution. 

Virtue is not the ‘only 
prominent party contesting 


these elections that risks a 
ban before the year is out. 
The chief public prosecutor 
has also applied to outlaw 
Hadep, which enjoys sup- 
port in the troubled south- 
east. 

While Virtue is accused of 
plotting an Islamic order on 
Turkish soil, Hadep stands 
charged with supporting 
Ocalan. captured in Kenya 
two months ago, shortly 
after Ecevit took office. 

Aydin Arslan, governor of 
11 provinces under emer- 
gency rule, said after cast- 
ing his vote that 100,000 
members of the security 
forces stood ready, but there 
had been no violence. 

“We will continue to take 
all precautions to ensure the 
polls reflect the free will of 
the people,” he told 
reporters. 


By Francesca Grind 

AMMAN — The Euro- 
Meditenanean conference 
recently held in Stuttgart con- 
cluded with the endowment of 
a plan to dedicate a series of cul- 
tural activities to tbe memory of 
King Hussein, officials and 
diplomats said on Sunday. 

The initiative, launched by 
Italy and entitled the “King 
Hussein Memorial Triptych,” 
aims to keep alive the late 
Monarch's legacy of peace and 
mutual understanding by 
expanding the knowledge of the 
common roots of Europe and its 
partners, mid promoting inter- 
cultural dialogue across the 
Mediterranean’s shores. 

The series is expected to fea- 
ture three types of cultural activ- 
ities: a music festival to 
strengthen undemanding of the 
rich cultural heritage of the peo- 
ples in the Euro-Med region; 
studies, conferences and sym- 
posia on socio-cultural realities; 
and a theatre, literature, and tra- 
ditional arts festivaL 

The project assumes a fecial 
significance as it is scheduled to 
be held in the year 2000. diplo- 
mats said, to symbolise the 
dawn of a new millennium of 
closeness, harmony, and mutual 
respect of the cultural diversity 
among Euro-Mediterranean 
societies, commemorating one 
of tire greatest leaders of our 
time. 

‘We are very grateful to Italy 
and we were, of course, sup- 
portive of this initiative,” said a 
member of the Jordanian dele- 
gation to the two-day Stuttgart 
conference, which ended on 
Friday. 

Falling within the framework 
of the “cultural basket” of the 


Euro-Med partnership process 
initialed al the 1995 Barcelona 
Conference, the “King Hussein 
Memorial Triptych" was 
endorsed in the final delibera- 
tions of the conference. 

The foreign ministers of the 
15 EU member states and their 
12 Mediterranean partners also 
agreed at the Stuttgart confer- 
ence to draft a regional docu- 
ment chi peace and stability, 
international news agencies 
reported It was the first concrete 
initiative under the “second bas- 
ket” of the Barcelona process, 
dealing with political arid secu- 
rity cooperation. 

They set a late 2000 deadline 
to issue the “Euro-Med Charier 
for peace and stability" expect- 
ed to incl ude a long list of confi- 
dence-building measures. 

The EU reaffirmed its intent 
to establish a free trade area 
across the Mediterranean by 
2010 — the main aim of the 
“economic basket" of the 
Barcelona process, for which 
the EU has granted 4.7 billion 
euros ($5 biffion) in develop- 
ment. aid to the Mediterranean 
region since 1995. A similar 
amount has been earmarked for 
2000-2005, pending final EU 
approval. 

Jordan, which signed an asso- 
ciation agreement with the EU 
in 1997, received 1362 million 
euros in loans, technical assis- 
tance, and donations to the Unit- 
ed Nations Relief and Works 
Agency during that year. It also 
received an additional 176 mil- 
lion euros in loans, grants, tech- 
nical assistance, and cultural 
progra m mes from individual 
EU member states. Total Euro- 
pean aid in 1997 accounted for 
nearly five percent of the King- 
dom’s gross domestic product. 


James Moran, the head of the 
European Commission Delega- 
tion in Amman, told the Jordan 
Times in an interview last week 
that EU ecmomic and financial 
support is meant to complement 
U.S. political initiativ es to revive 
the Middle East peace process. 

Last month. EU leaders 
issued the West's strongest sup- 
port yet for Palestinian state- 
hood, giving Israel one year to 
fulfil the “continuing and 
unqualified Palestinian right to 
self-determination.” 

Moran commented that con- 
sensus among (he 15 member 
states vis-a-vis the peace 
process was total. “It is the best 
example of consensus in [any 
bloc's] foreign policy.” he said. 

He also stressed the participa- 
tion at the Stuttgart conference 
of Libya, invited as an observer 
for the first time to a meeting of 
European foreign ministers. 

A U.N. and European air and 
arms embargo imposed in 1992 
was suspended two weeks ago. 
Mowing the handover by 
Tripoli of two suspects in the 
1988 explosion of a Pan Am 
flight over Lockerbie. Scotland, 
in which around 270 people 
died. 

‘There is a long and rich rela- 
tionship through the centuries 
between Europe and Libya. It is 
a natural partnership.” Moran 
said, adding: “Maybe it is too 
early to talk about an opening, 
but clearly there is a change in 
the atmosphere [of Euro-Lybian 
relations].” 

The Stuttgart meeting con- 
cluded that Libya should enter 
the Euro-Med partnership once 
sanctions are completely lifted 
and Tripoli accepts European 
principles on human rights. 


Settlement population growth 
similar under both Likud, Labour 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP.) — Despite worldwide 
criticism of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s policy 
of expanding Jewish settle- 
ments, the sailer population 
has not grown significantly 
faster under his rule than under 
the previous Labour govern- 
ment, official figures showed 
Sunday. 

According to census data 
released by the state Central 
Bureau of Statistics, 172,000 
Jews lived in settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip at 
the end of 1998. 

The figure represents a seven 


per cent increase of the settler 
population during the year, 
roughly the same rate of 
increase registered in 1994 and 
1995, the last full years when 
the dovish Labour Party was in 
power under tbe late Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

When the Rabin government 
arrived in power in 1992, it 
announced a partial freeze in 
settlement growth in order to 
facilitate peace efforts which 
resulted in the 1 993 Oslo agree- 
ment on Palestinian autonomy. 

But Rabin continued expand- 
ing major settlement blocks 
near Jerusalem and along the 


“green line” separating the 
West Bank from Israel. 

Netanyahu’s rightist govern- 
ment won election in mid- 1996 
vowing to intensify building in 
all settlements, including deep 
inside the West Bank and in the 
Gaza Strip. 

His government has since 
added thousands of new settle- 
ment units in these settlements, 
prompting angry protests from 
the Palestinians and increasing- 
ly harsh criticism from its 
international community, 
including the United States. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Yugoslavia breaks diplomatic relations with Albania, NATO strikes intensify 

Solana, Blair say ground force option under review; refinery strike creates oil spill on Danube 


Agencies 

YUGOSLAVIA SEVERED 
diplomatic relations with 
neighbouring .Albania on 
Sunday, accusing it of siding 
with NATO, as the alliance 
said its bombing campaign 
had broken the back of the 
Yugoslav air defence system. 

Albania dismissed the 
Yugoslav move as unaccept- 
able and vowed to continue 
supporting NATO against 
what it branded a “criminal 
regime’’ carrying out a policy 
of genocide against ethnic 
Albanians in Serbia's Kosovo 
province. 

As ethnic Albanians contin- 
ued to flee what NATO calls 
atrocities and ethnic cleans- 
ing, Western diplomats cited 
a report that scores of 
refugees had been killed by 
Yugoslav army shelling in 
central Kosovo. 

A Skopje-based diplomat 
said the report had come from 
a rebel Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) commander 


inside Kosovo who had pro- 
vided reliable information in 
the past. 

“As we understand it there 
are tens of thousands of civil- 
ians on the high ground 
stretching east from Lapusnik 
and Orlate. The commander 
said as many as 1 00 people, 
including some children lave 
been killed-' They're sitting 
ducks up there." 

NATO Brigadier General 
Giuseppe Marani said he had 
photographic evidence of 43 
mass graves in Kosovo. Eth- 
nic Albanians in red-orange 
uniforms were being forced 
by Serbs to bury the corpses 
of their countrymen, he told a 
news conference. 

NATO said Yugoslavia’s air 
defences were now only ad 
hoc and makeshift. NATO 
spokesman Jamie Shea said 
that in one overnight raid 36 
aircraft had destroyed 13 
armoured vehicles in Kosovo 
and destroyed the Pancevo oil 
refinery near Belgrade. 

“[Yugoslav President Slo- 


bodan] Milosevic no longer 
has the ability to refine crude 
today.” Shea said. 

A "pall of black smoke hung 
over the Yugoslav capital 
after a night of attacks and a 
three-year-old girl was killed 
in a raid on Batajnica military 
airport to the north of the city. 
Studio B television reported 

A Serbian environment 
ministry official said the 
strike against the refinery had 
created an oil spill stretching 
for 15 to 20 km in the Danube 
River, which was moving 
towards the Black Sea. 

Undeterred by a bloody 
incident last Wednesday in 
which a column of refugees 
was allegedly bombed by 
accident by NATO planes, 
the alliance also pressed 
ahead with air strikes on 
transport and communication 
infrastructure in an attempt to 
isolate Milosevic's 40,000 
troops and 300 tanks in Koso- 
vo. 

On the 25th night of the air 
war, targets included refiner- 



ies and chemical plants in 
Belgrade and Novi Sad. the 
site of a military airport near 
the capital and the main high- 
way from Belgrade to the 
Montenegrin capital Podgori- 
ca, according to Serb media. 

The official news agency 
Tanjug said eight people were 
injured in Novi Sad. 

NATO officials said the 
bombing hit two MiG-21 
fighter jets on the ground and 
struck supply lines. Serbian 
media said they also struck 
several bridges, including one 
near the southern Serbian 
town of Raska that serves as a 
major rail link to Kosovo. 

the alliance's jets flew 
more than 500 missions in 
the 24-hour period ending 
Sunday afternoon. NATO 
said it was the highest daily 
total yet. NATO pilots struck 
sites across Serbia and Koso- 
vo, where they reported see- 
ing smoke from burning vil- 

' ges. 

(Continued on page 2) Smoke from Pancevo’s chemical plant looms on Sunday over Belgrade after NATO air strikes on the town (Reuters photo) 
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Anguished Lebanese 
Israeli refugee camp 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon cm 
Sunday mourned the grisly 
death of more than 100 
refugees during a 1996 Israeli 
blitz that stfll ignites hatred for 
the Jewish state. 

Hundreds of political, com- 
munity and student leaders 
staged nationwide ceremonies 
to commemorate the third 
anniversary of the April 18 
Israeli attack on a south 
Lebanon UN. camp which 
was sheltering more than 100 
men, women and childrea 

It was the bloodiest incident 
in the 17-day “Grapes of 
Wrath'" military offensive 
aimed at crushing Hizbollah 
guerrillas fighting to end 
Israel’s 21 -year-old occupa- 
tion of the south. 

At Qana, the village indeli- 
bly scared by the massacre, 
political patty members and 
public figures gave emotional 
speeches of condolences that 
also called for vengeance 


against ‘The enemy Israel.” 
The ceremony was broadcast 
live on television. 

“There can be no peace with 
Israel we must fight and 
fight,” said a cleric from the 
Shiite Muslim Amal Party, 
pointing to a monument of 
plastic doves daubed in blood- 
red paint and impaled on a 
missile bearing the Israeli flag. 

“We must teO our children 
that dying for the sake of the 
nation is not the end, but the 
start of eternal life. Resistance 
against the occupation is the 
only way,” he told the crowd. 

Israel has controlled parts of 
the south since 1978. It carved 
out a so-called security strip 14 
years ago to protect its benders 
from potential guerrilla 
attacks. 

UN. soldiers and relatives 
lingered at the Qana' cemetery 
with its glass box tombstones 
filled wifi pictures, holy books 
and relics of the dead. Chil- 


dren scattered flowers on die 
tombs while tears and sweat 
ran down the faces of dis- 
traught visitors looking at pic- 
tures of charred corpses and 
anguished rescuers. 

Seventeen high-explosive 
shells pounded into the camp 
of the Fijian contingent of the 
U.N. peacekeepers in the 
south. Israel said that it had 
made a mistake but a U.N. 
investigation later concluded 
that the attack was probably 
not an accident. 

Officials have turned die 
blackened remains of die 
camp into a shrine. A sign at 
the entrance reads “The Sec- 
ond Holocaust" and a tauered 
blanket rusty cans and a con- 
gealed baby ; s padfier remind 
visitors of what is considered 
one of the worst atrocities in 
years of Israeli incursions into 
Lebanon. 

hi Beirut, students met at a 
centra] park to sing patriotic 


mark 

attack 

songs and recite poetry. Can- 
dles burned throughout the 
night in ar least one main sheet 
and stare television showed 
archival images of women and 
children, their flesh burned to 
the bone, dangling from the 
arms of their relatives. 

The Qana anniversary fol- 
lows Israel’s occupation on 
Thursday of Amoun, a front- 
line village near the area where 
a Hizbollah bomb killed an 
Israeli soldier this month. The 
leading A1 Nahar newspaper 
said Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu bad 
seized Amoun to win May 
elections. “It seems that each 
Israeli poll has its own Qana,” 
the daily said 

Former dovish Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres launched the 
1996 operation a few weeks 
before an election which he 
lost after horrified Arab 
Israelis refused to vole lor him. 



PALESTINIAN PROTEST: Masked Palestinian activists give the *V' sign during a rally held on Sunday, 
in the West Bank town of Ram all ah. The rally was held to mark the Palestinian prisoner day, a day in 
which prisoners held in Israeli jails are remembered (AP photo) 


King to visit Syria on Wednesday 


Iraqi anti-aircraft batteries fire on U.S. jets 


(Continued from page 1) 

“We discussed many 
pan- Arab issues and 
regional questions, and 
our views were close," 
said the King. 

“Our brothers in Libya 
have reaffirmed their 
stand in support of Jor- 
dan, and we will place 
our expertise and work- 
force at their disposal," 
said King Abdullah. 

“I have asked the prime 
minister to follow-up on 
these questions, and we 
hope to have a quick 
answer from our broth- 
ers,” the King added. 

King Abdullah met 
with Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi and 
exchanged views con- 
cerning regional and 
international issues as 
well as bilateral ties and 
future cooperation in 
water-related affairs, the 


exchange of expertise, 
joint investment projects, 
and economic develop- 
ment questions. 

During the visit King 
Abdullah also met jointly 
with Qadhafi and Arafat 
to discuss the Arab- 
Israeli peace process and 
the general situation in 
the Middle East. 

In addition, the King 
met several African lead- 
ers who were also visit- 
ing Libya. 

Upon departing from 
Tripoli, King Abdullah 
sent a cable to President 
Qadhafi expressing 
appreciation for the hos- 
pitality accorded to him 
and the Jordanian delega- 
tion and congratulating 
Qadhafi on the suspen- 
sion of U.N. sanctions on 
his country. 

King Abdullah said in 
his cable that the visit to 
Tripoli had offered him 


an opportunity to 

exchange views on 

numerous issues of con- 
cern to Jordan and Libya. 

“I was delighted to lis- 
ten to your views and 
your keenness on bolster- 
ing relations between our 
two countries, particular- 
ly in the economic field, 
and your desire to end 
differences among the 
Arab states and help 

them face the common 
challenges," said the 

King. 

Rawabdeh and Kabariti 
met with the Speaker of 
the Libyan National 
Assembly Zenati 

Mohammad Zenati for 
talks on cooperation in 
economic fields, joint 
Jordanian-Libyan pro- 
jects and trade 
exchanges, as well as 
Arab and international 
issues of concern. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
said its anti-aircraft defence 
batteries opened fire on U.S. 
warplanes in the “no-fly” zone 
over the south of the country 
on Sunday. 

‘Ten enemy aircraft forma- 
tions of F-14s and F-15s” 
entered Iraqi air space at 0425 
GMT from Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, an Iraqi military 
spokesman was quoted by the 
official INA news agency as 
saying. 

The planes, which were 
accompanied by AWAC air- 
craft, carried out 20 sorties 
over the south of the country, 
the spokesman said. 

“Our anti-aircraft defences 
.resisted the planes forcing 
them to leave our air space and 
flee to their bases,” at 0603 
GMT, he added. 

Both U.S. and British aircraft 


enforce “no-fly” zones over 
southern and northern Iraq. 
Baghdad does not recognise 
the legitimacy of the zones, 
which are not covered by a 
specific LT.N. resolution, and 
has vowed to oppose them. 

The zones have been the 
scene of regular skirmishes 
between allied planes and Iraqi 
jets and air defences since the 
U.S.-British December air war. 
dubbed Operation Desert Fox. 

On Saturday, four Iraqis 
were killed and a fifth injured 
in raids by U.S. warplanes in 
the north of the country. 

The southern zone was 
established in August 1992 to 
prevent attacks on the Shiite 
Muslim population, while the 
northern zone was set up in 
April 1991 to protect the Kur- 
dish population. 



BAGHDAD (AFP) — Britain's proposal to 
the United Nations on future ties with Iraq is a 
front for a UJS. ‘plot” to perpetuate the embar- 
go, an influential Baghdad newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

“The United States wants to maintain foe 
embargo in a round-about way. it has present- 
ed a proposal in Britain's name airi pushed the 
Netherlands into supporting it in a bid to give 
the impression that they are waiting with die 
international community, 7 * the ruling Baadi 
Party's A1 Thawra daily said. 

‘The American administration, which has 
confiscated the international mil, is carrying 
out an aggressive plot," the newspaper said. 

Britain on Friday presented a joint proposal 
with the Netherlands, calling for the UN. Spe- 
cial Commission (UNSCOM) charged with 
Iraqi disarmament to be replaced with a “rein- 
forced” weapons inspections body. 

The British proposal also would keep in 


place current sanctions, in force since the 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, but allow Iraq to sell all 
the crude oil it wants: A separare Russian plan 
calls for the lifting of all UN. sanctions while 
introducing a ‘Ye^orcecT programme of con- 
trol and verification to ensure that Iraq does 
not rebuild an arsenal of biological chemical 
nuclear weapons and long-range missiles. 

To encourage Baghdad's compliance, the 
Russians propose lifting non-military sanc- 
tions which have caused so much hardship to 
22 million Iraqis. U.S. Deputy Ambassador to 
the United Nations Peter Burleigh told jour- 
nalists T don't dunk it is a serious proposal 
we’re not gang to treat it as such,” adding that 
“we have some problems" with the British- 
Dutch proposal 

Discussions are likely to continue for sever- 
al weeks given the problems in achieving con- 
sensus among the 15 council members on 
UN. policy toward Iraq, diplomats say. 


Yugoslavia breaks diplomatic relations with Albania 


Settlement population growth 
similar under both Likud, Labour 


(Continued from page 1) 

According to the statis- 
tics bureau, the rate of 
growth of the settlement 
population remained 
seven per cent for 1996, 
then peaked at nine per 
cent in 1997 before 
falling back the next year 
to seven per cent. 

Netanyahu’s settlement 
policy has been seen by 
the Palestinians and for- 
eign governments as more 
damaging to the peace 
process because it 
involves the occupation 
of additional land well 
inside the Wesi Bank. 


Since October, when 
Israel signed the Wye 
River peace accord pledg- 
ing to return more of the 
West Bank to Palestinian 
rule, settlers have been 
allowed to occupy at least 
18 hilltops outside or on 
the outer boundaries of 
existing settlements. 

Netanyahu froze the 
West Bank withdrawals in 
December, citing alleged 
Palestinian violations of 
the Wye accord. 

The recent land grabs 
have not increased the 
settler population but 
have extended Israeli hold 
over key territory ahead 


of negotiations on the 
final status of the occu- 
pied areas. 

The government figures 
do not include Jews who 
have moved into housing 
developments built in 
Arab east Jerusalem since 
the sector was occupied in 
1967 and then illegally 
annexed as part of Israel’s 
“eternal capital." 

Both the Labour and 
Netanyahu governments 
have encouraged Jewish 
settlement of Arab east 
Jerusalem, where 1 80,000 
Jews and around 200.000 
Arabs currently live. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Soon they will be bolstered 
by 24 US. Apache anti-tank 
helicopter gunships. NATO 
said the firet Apaches were 
expected in Albania by Mon- 
day. An Albanian military 
source sai d Sunday that sever- 
al had already arrived else- 
where in the country. 

NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana told BBC televi- 
sion that alliance military lead- 
ers were concentrating on 
defeating Milosevic in the ait 
But he did not rule out sending 
in ground troops, a subject of 
growing speculation among 
Western analysts. 

“We are not going to change 
the policy now... But if the 
moment comes that it is neces- 
sary. I am sure that the coun- 
tries who belong to NATO 
would be ready to do it," he 
said. 


British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair took the same line, saying 
NATO was keeping afi 
options, including fie use of 
ground troops, under review. 

UJS. President Bfll Clinton, 
writing in London’s Sunday 
Times, said Milosevic could 
end (he crisis immediately by 
withdrawing bis forces from 
Kosovo, letting in an interna- 
tional security force and allow- 
ing refugees to return home 
and enjoy self-rule. 

“But if be will not do that, 
our campaign will continue, 
shifting the balance of power 
against him until we succeed,” 
he said. ‘“Ultimately, Mr Milo- 
sevic must either cut his 
mounting losses or lose his 
ability to maintain his grip on 
Kosovo.”. 

Another British newspaper. 
The Observer, said NATO was 
laying plans for a ground inva- 
sion. perhaps as early as the 


end of May. 

It said 80,000 troops bad 
been earmarked for the opera- 
tion, including American sol- 
diers already training in Col- 
orado. 

The paper cited the sources 
as saying the accelerated 
timetable followed insistence 
by NATO’s political leaders 
that the bombing campaign 
must be over within three 
months. 

Clinton said Serbia needed a 
democratic transition, “fix the 
region cannot be secure with a 
belligerent tyrant in its midst.” 

Jugoslavia’s neighbours and 
Western states came under new 
pressure to cope with the 
refugee exodus after a tempo- 
rary lull when Yugoslavia 
closed its barders. 

About 28.000 hungry and 
exhausted refugees have 
passed through Albania’s main 
border crossing with 


Yugoslavia in the 48 bans to 
mid-Sunday, the largest influx 
in 10 days. Refugees have told 
aid workers 50,000 or more 
may be following behind. 

Relief officials in northern 
Albania said the latest arrivals 
— in cars, tractors, trucks and 
on foot — were in the worst 
condition they had seen. 

A car full of refugees hit a 
landmine near the Morina 
crossing into Albania, killing 
five. Western monitors said. 

In Washington, a spokes- 
woman for UJS. first Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton said 
she was considering travelling 
to Albania to get a first-hand 
look at humanitarian relief 
operations. 

The UN refugee agency 
says over half of Kosovo’s 1 .8 
millio n people have fled their 
homes fearing Serb attacks 
since NATO air strikes began 
on March 24. NATO officials 


say Milosevic may be trying to 
drive most of fie Albanians 
from the province, 

Bulgarian stare radio report- 
ed that NATO had asked to use 
Bulgarian airspace for the 
bombing campaign against 
nrigfabouring Jugoslavia. The 
government agreed in principle 
to such a move last October 

The Yugoslav army on Sun- 
day issued an arrest warrant for 
a senior Montenegrin politician 
critical of Milosevic. Deputy 
Rime Minister Novak Kilibar- 
da. The move comes amid a 
power struggle for control of 
Montenegro, which along with 
much larger Serbia makes up 
Yugoslavia. 

Meanwhile. Milosevic's 
wife, Mira Markovic, a power- 
ful political figure in her own 
right, accused British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook of lying 
by saying members of ber fam- 
ily had fled Yugoslavia 
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and seas calm. 


— - -.(05)990990 


■IORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel. 4773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

, 18:00 Children's Programme — 
Lucky Luke 

19:15 


19:30 


19:33 


20:00 


20i30 

21J0 . . 

..French Programme 

! 22:00 

22:30 

.News in English 

,...F.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:56 

1 05:15 


1 11= « 


1 15:12 

. 18:01 

‘Asr 

-...Maghreb 

. 19=20 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

| St- Mary of Nazareth Church 
! Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
: Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
! 4632785 

. St- Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
I Terra Sanaa Church Tel 4622366 
i Anglican Church TeL 
■4624853/4624811. 

St. Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
; Church Tel. 4771 751. 

' Amman Interna tional Church 
- TeL 5865897 

; German-speaking Evangelical 
j Congregation TeL 568840* 


The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College Tel. 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TbL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swrf- 
fiehTel. 5920146 
The llmate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish Tel. 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Arm enian Orthodox 
Church Td. 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Relative hot weather conditions 
will prevail with clouds appearing 
at different altitudes and winds 
southeasterly moderate becoming 
northwesterly moderate in the 
afternoon. In Aqaba, it will be 
hot, winds northerly moderate. 


Miru/Max. temp. 

Amman (6/31 

Aqaba- - - 20/37 

Deserts. 14/32 

Jordan Valley 19/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 31 Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 21 per cent 
Aqaba 30 percent. 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 


areas; 

Ajkiun - — -..12/26 

Jerash -16/32 

UmQays 14/32 

Madaba — - 12/29 

Petra — 13/31 

Dead Sea 18/34 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mnkhl esHaiaseh .......5519220 

Dr. Ghati Abu Slrikhah 4752405 

Dr.Yonseffaqih 4390104 

Dr. Fad! A! Katib 

.5865456 

AMMAN: 

liras Pharmacy 566 1912 

AI Sal am Pharmacy ..4636730 


Mayadah Pharmacy 5537004 

RnknAl Dawa Pharmacy 5536169 

ERBJD: 

Dr. All Shuqairi ..(02)7100069 
Fou’ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 
ZARQA: 

Dr. IssaAl Omari (05)901266 

Palestine Phar macy., .(05) 983562 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 4637111 

Gvil Deforce Department -..56611 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police— 192.4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade, 4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security Dept... ,4630321 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints .566 1 176 

Water & Sewnge Campfcnas 4897467 

Amman Municipality Complaints 

47S7111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance.) 121 

Overseas Calls ,0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs. 5661101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 


Electric Power 

Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Information — 44-53200 
Qisen Alia foil. Aijjxxt 44-53700 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for He&t and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre— 5856856 

LuzmSa .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akikh Maternity. 464244 1 fZ 

Jabal Amman Maternity — 4642362 

Maihas. J. Amman. .4636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani — 5607071 

Shmdsani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

ALMuasher Hospital ..5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, ALMuhajreen _ 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army, Marita .4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

AlAmai Cancer Centre — 5353000 
Jerusalem Hospital .4387181 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gqvl Hospital (05)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital ..(05)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL- (05)986731 

Al HDona Modem Hospital 


IRBED: 

Princess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

- ,(02)7101372. (02)71(0101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831, (02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ..(02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)20 1411 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (44153200-5. 
where it should always be verified 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 44 (527001 
Information on Royal Wngs flights 
can be supplied on phone 
4575201-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:05 _ ! Sanaa (RJ) 

08 JO Damascus (RJ) 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 New Delhi (RJ) 


09:20 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:25 Beirut (RJ) 

16:05 Cairo (RJ) 

1&30 .London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:50 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:40 — Casablanca, Tunis (RJj 

19:45 -Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 

23:00 .Toulose (add) (RJ) 

23:15 .Cfel Aviv (add J(RJ) 

07 :00 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


Other Plights 

10:40 Khartoum (SD) 

13:10 Bahrain (GF) 

13:10 Milan (AZ) 

14:00 Vienna (OS) 

14:15 Doba(QR) 

15:25 -.JDoha, Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:05 Tel Aviv (LY) 

17:20 — Istanbul (SD) 

17:35 .Beirut (ME) 

17:50 Frankfurt (LH) 

21 JO Cairo (MS) 

00:55 ., London, Damascus (BA) 
01:25 Athens, Beirut (DA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:50 ..Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

17:30 Gaza (arriving at QA1A) 
(RW) 

18:00 Aqaba (arri ving ai Marks 
Airport) 

23:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES i 

I 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights : 

05:35 .Brinrt (RJ) ( 

10:35 Frankfurt Tomto (RJ ) 

10*15 -Kuwait (RT) 1 

11:20 Shannon. Chicago (RJ) i 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) j 

12:25 London (RJ) , 

20:45 — .... Damascus (RJ) | 

20:45 _.JBahrnin, Doha (RJ) • 

21:00 ._ Abu Dhabi Tehran (RJ) i 

21KW .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) ' 

21:05 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) I 


Other Flights 


10-30 


11:40 


14:00 


14:00 


1430 

.Vienna (DS) 

15:15 


1630 

Dubai (EK) 

18:20 


18*35 


20:00 


20:45 

0555 

06:10 

Beirut. Athens (OA) 

-Damascus. London (BA) 
Frankfurt (LH) 


i 

Royal Whigs (RW) 

0830 Aqaba (from Marka Airport) : 
(RW) | 

33 JO Gaza (from Maria Airport) j 
(RW) ; 

20=30 -Aqabaffram QAIA) (RW) \ 
21:00 _Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW) i 
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University of Jordan President Walid Maani and representatives 
of Washington University and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) open a three-day conference on econom- 
ic and social cooperation between universities. The meeting is 
organised by the university's Centre of Environmental and 
Water Research and Studies in conjunction with USAID and 
Washington University (Petra photo) 

BirdLife International opens Amman office, 
seeks protected areas for endangered birds 


FM urges international pressure 
on Israel to force compliance 
with signed peace accords 


By Dana Charkasi 

AMMAN — The Middle 
East Office of BirdLife 
International was officially 
launched in a workshop 
organised jointly by 
BirdLife International and 
the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 
iRSCNl on Sunday. 

Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment deputised at 
the launch for Her Majesty 
Queen Noor AJ Hussein 
who patronises the RSCN. 

Among many distin- 
guished guests was HRH 
Prince Firas Ben Ra'd. 

Participants of the work- 
shop emphasised the 
importance of raising pub- 
lic awareness and increas- 
ing cooperation between 
the countries in the region 
to insure die protection of 
birds and their habitats. 

BirdLife International is a 
non-governmental organi- 
sation that strives for the 
conservation of birds, their 
habitats and global biodi- 
versity by working with 
local populations towards 
sustainability in the use of 
natural resources. 

Sunday’s workshop rep- 
resented most Middle East- 
ern governments, which 
ire expected to build part- 
nerships with BirdLife 
International. 

BirdLife International, in 
its new policy of decentral- 
isation has moved the Mid- 
dle East office from Cam- 
bridge to .Amman. The new 
regional office will be 
located at the RSCN. a part- 
ner of BirdLife 
International. 

Task of the Amman office 
will be to conduct studies in 
order to identity endan- 
gered bird species, locate 
their habitats in the Middle 
East and to create strategies 
and coordinate them among 
the different countries to 
protect these birds and their 
habitats. 

“The number of species 
that were identified in the 
area were 800 of w'hich 60 
are indigenous in the 
region. About 24 of them 
are endangered species. In 
Jordan, we are currently 


updating an old study con- 
ducted by the society in 
1976. We have located sev- 
eral new small areas as 
important areas for birds 
and we hope to get the 
approval of the government 
to assign those areas as pro- 
tected areas," said Anis 
Mouasher, RSCN presi- 
dent. 

Abdul Aziz Abu Zinada, 
secretary general of the 
National Commission for 
Wildlife Conservation and 
Development in Saudi Ara- 
bia. emphasised the impor- 
tance of birds as indicators 
of ecosystem health in his 
speech. 

Jordan and its neighbour- 
ing countries play an 
important roie as a hub dur- 
ing migratory birds’ twice 
yearly migration. 

Migratory birds, such as 
the falcons, migrating twice 
a year crossing among 
other countries in die Mid- 
dle East, Jordan, are often 
endangered by hunting in 
the countries they choose as 
their resting place. 

Some of the participating 
countries in the workshop 
were signatories of the 
Convention Against 

International Trade in 
Endangered Species, but 
are known not to be imple- 
menting the convention 
thus indicating an increase 
of interest for the problem. 

CITES has slapped a total 
ban on trading of endan- 
gered fauna and flora. 

" “Most species that are 
illegally traded are mainly 
falcons which are used in 
traditional falconry. The 
[falcon] trade should not be 
sropped totally, but it 
should be managed. Local 
people for thousands of 
years have been capturing 
and training these birds for 
falconry," Adnan Budieri, 
head of the Middle East 
Division of BirdLife 
International, told the Jor- 
dan Times on the sidelines 
of the workshop. 

On the Arabian Peninsula, 
the hobby of falconry is a 
very prestigious and long 
practised one. 

Some of the participants 
conceded to the Jordan 
Times that in addition to 


keeping falcons for sport, 
the region faces a problem 
of falcon hunting. 

“Falconry in the past was 
a sustainable way of hunt- 
ing. Now hunters use four- 
wheel -drive cars, the latest 
technologies to track the 
birds, and even guns to hunt 
them. The formerly preda- 
tory bird now is the prey. 
We are trying to raise peo- 
ple's awareness through 
awareness campaigns to 
show the need of special 
protection for these birds," 
Abu Zinada told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Governments should 
have strict laws and enforce 
them to prevent hunters 
from coming. AJI countries 
in the region should coop- 
erate in this matter” he 
added. 

“[Hunting] is a very pop- 
ular hobby. But it is not as it 
had been in the past., peo- 
ple still -need more aware- 
ness,” said Nafea AJ Sham- 
ri, representative of the 
Kuwaiti Society for the 
Protection of Animals. 

Jordan, as a signatory to 
CITES, has a local law 
issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture in 1973 ban- 
ning the hunting and the 
keeping of wildlife in Jor- 
dan and providing legal 
instruments to protect 
endangered species. 

“The problem is imple- 
mentation of the law and 
the level of awareness 
among people who should 
be implementing the law. 
“Also, although Jordan has 
signed CITES, it is not nei- 
ther included in the envi- 
ronmental law nor in the 
constitution,” Budieri said. 

Marco Lambertini, direc- 
tor of network and pro- 
gramme. BirdLife 

International Secretariat, 
said that Jordan should next 
be moving from the pro- 
tected area approach to a 
wider environmental 
approach to tackle bigger 
policies such as rural agri- 
cultural grazing policies. 

“The commitment you 
have in Jordan and the good 
cooperation between NGOs 
here and the government is 
a very good base to [go 
ahead],” he said. 


LONDON (J.T.) — Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs Abdul 
Hah Khatib on Sunday 
urged the international com- 
munity to pressure Israel 
into implementing the peace 
accords signed with the 
Palestinians and to resume 
peace negotiations on the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks. 

In a statement published 
by the London-based Arabic 
daily al Hay at. Khatib said 
there were no basic differ- 
ences among Arab countries 
concerning the peace 
process, and that Arab states 
are unanimously committed 
to peace. But, he said, there 
are differing opnions on cer- 
tain details. 

The peace process hinges 
on the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Res- 
olutions 242 and 338 which 
call for Israel to withdraw 
its forces from Arab territo- 
ries occupied in the 1967 
war, said Khatib. 

The Palestinians' struggle 
to regain their own home- 
land and determine their 
future is recognised by the 
world community at large 
and it is hoped that the 
peace process will enable 
them to achieve this right, 
noted die minis ter in the 
interview, conducted in 
Stuttgart where he attended 
the Euro-Med conference. 

Referring to Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations, Khatib 
said the two sides maintain 


strong relations and no 
doubl the future relations 
can be determined once the 
Palestinian people exercise 
their sovereignty on their 
uational soil. However, pri- 
ority is now given to extend- 
ing support to Palestinian 
negotiators to regain the 
Palestinian rights. 

Referring to the outcome 
of the Stuttgart conference, 
which grouped the Euro- 
pean Union nations and the 
countries of the Mediter- 
ranean partnership, Khatib 
said it was very encourag- 
ing. He added th3t the meet- 
ing displayed the fact that 
the two sides are making 
progress, paving the w'ay for 
the adoption of a charter on 
security, stability and peace. 

Asked about Jordan's rela- 
tions with Iraq, Khatib said 
His Majesty King Abdullah 
has reaffirmed Jordan’s 
position in this respect. He 
said the Kingdom is keen to 
protect the interests of the 
Iraqi people and hopes that 
their suffering will end 
soon. 

He said Jordan can by no 
means feel at ease with the 
Iraqi people's suffering. 

At the conference in 
Stuttgart, Khatib delivered 
Jordan’s address reaffirming 
the country’s endeavours to 
attain stronger economic 
cooperation with the Euro- 
pean nations. 


What’s Going On 


Films 

• “Fanny and Alexander” at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation, Jabai Amman on Tuesday April 20 
at 6:30 p.m. 

• French film “Le bon plaisir” at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, Jabai Weibdeh at 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.ra. 

• “Good Will Hunting” at Books Cafe’, Jabai 
Amman on Tuesday April 20 at 8:30 p.m. (Tel. 
4650458). 

Documentary on Poverty 

• “Poverty: The Human Dimension” — A Radio 
Jordan documentary at 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. (The 
programme, broadcast every Monday at these times, 
attempts to shed light on the different dimensions of 
poverty in Jordan through a critical analysis of the var- 
ious formal and informal agencies and programmes that 
provide assistance to the poor.) 

Lecture 

• “The Jordanian Economy: A Future Perspective” 
by Dr. Khalid Al Wazni at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabai Amman at 9:30 p.m. 

• “The Poetry of Thomas Hardy” by Dr. Nicholas 
Linfield at the British Council, Jabai Amman at 5:00 
p.m. 

Amman International Theatre Festival 

■ Play “Das Letzte Band” (in Arabic) at the Royal 
Cultural centre (there will be another performance on 
Tuesday April 20 at 6:00 p.m. at 7:30 p.m. 

• Kuwaiti play “The Maids” at Osama Machini 
Theatre at 6:00 p.m. 

Earth Day 1999 Celebration 

• Earth Day 1999 Celebration “Water Awareness 
and Conservation” at the American Centre, Abdoun 
(9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.) — (The activities include an 
introduction to the water situation in Jordan by Abdul- 
lah Ahmad, puppet show “A Drop of Water!!” fol- 
lowed by a student discussion, video film “Water in Jor- 
dan” in addition to open time for students to access 
Internet, view videos and environmental displays. 


‘Third Way’ movement 
offers alternative in UJ 
student council elections 


By Saad G. Hattar 

AMMAN — Students at 
the University of Jordan, 
the largest and oldest in 
the Kingdom, will go to 
the polls on Monday to 
elect a new student coun- 
cil. with a new. middle 
ground secular current 
seeking a seat in the board. 

The “Third Way.” which 
has only one candidate 
running for the four-seat 
Faculty of Medicine, pre- 
sents itself as on “unbiased 
and tolerant” movement, 
away from “dogmatic or 
narcow racial and sectarian 
trends.” 

“We offer a 10-paint pro- 
gramme based on academ- 
ic and social projects in 
favour of university stu- 
dents.” said the move- 
ment's candidate Moham- 
mad Ghannam. 

Ghannam tried his luck 
in last year's elections but 
failed to secure a seat by a 
veiy narrow margin. He 
was joined then by another 
colleague in the elections 


for Faculty of Engineer- 
ing. 

The SO-member student 
council has always been a 
haven for the powerful 
Islamic current, which is 
active and well organised. 
Last year, the Islamists 
controlled 53 seats on the 
council, and have always 
maintained a strong pres- 
ence in order to have a say 
in student affairs. 

Ghannam said the new 
trend has been criticised 
by both the Islamists and 
the nationalist current. 

“Each of the two fronts 
accuses us of belonging to 
the other camp,” he told 
the Jordan Times. “But we 
do work independently.” 

“Unlike other forces on 
the campus, we do not 
enjoy backing from any 
outside party” stressed 
Ghannam. 

With 23,000 students, 
the University of Jordan, 
established in the early 
1960’s, is the oldest of the 
Kingdom's six public 
universities. 


Therefore, ihe student 
council elections in this 
major university often 
sene as a barometer of 
political trends inside and 
outside the campus. 

Programmes of the Third 
Way movement include 
hitherto untapped social 
and academic demands, its 
members say. 

It calls for the Arabisa- 
tion of the medical curric- 
ula. which is now taught in 
English, and deepening 
religious and nationalist 
tolerance within the soci- 
ety. 

Nearly 50 per cent of 
Jordan’s 4.6 million peo- 
ple trace their roots to 
Palestine. Roughly five per 
cent of the country’s popu- 
lation ore Christians. 

The new campus trend 
plans to strike a construc- 
tive inter-faith dialogue, 
raise medical awareness 
regarding sexually trans- 
mitted diseases and com- 
bat the proliferation of 
drug abuse among stu- 
dents. 


News in brief 


Public Freedoms Committee meets 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s 
Public Freedoms Committee convened on Sunday 
under the chairmanship of Deputy Mohammad Azay- 
deh. The committee discussed issues related to pubUc 
freedoms and complaints raised by some people on 
freedom-related matters. * 

Khalaf leaves for Qatar today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Planning Rima Khalaf leaves on Monday to take 
part in a two^day conference in Qatar, Khalaf will pre- 
sent the financial programmes of certain development 
projects in the Kingdom to other Arab financial com- 
missions. ' 

Abu Ghaida addresses contractors 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Hosni Abu Ghaida stressed on Sunday that 
Jordanian contractors are a pillar of the Jordanian econ- 
omy which should be helped. Speaking at a meeting 
with the president and members of the contractors asso- 
ciation council, Abu Ghaida said that the government is 
giving this sector attention and dial it will support the 
sector by amending its laws to meet its needs. 

Fayez visits vocational centres 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Labour Eid Fayez on 
Sunday inspected some vocational training centres in 
the Marka region. The minister was briefed on the cen- 
tres’ utilities, and voiced his satisfaction for their per- 
formance, saying that these centres are considered 
regional and they help train students from other Arab 
countries. 

Rfbua’ meets Algerian, Iraqi ambassadors 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social and Administra- 
tive Development Faisal Rfoua’ on Sunday met with 
Algerian Ambassador to Jordan Hamid Shbeirah to dis- 
cuss bilateral relations and cooperation. During the 
meeting, Shbeirah expressed appreciation of the coun- 
tries* distinguished ties, and praised the Hashemite 
leadership’s stand in support of Algeria. Rfoua’ stressed 
Jordan’s readiness to cooperate in all fields. Also on 
Sunday, Rfoua’ received Iraqi Ambassador to Amman 
for talks on joint cooperation. 


Man questioned 
in murder 
attempt on 
wife, children 

AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Police in Zarqa and 
Ruseifa are questioning 
a 55-year' old man from 
Ruseifa identified as 
R.A“.H. after he tried to 
kill all six members of 
his family by setting the 
house on Fire. 

Only one of his chil- 
dren aged 10 years died 
in the fire while the 
man’s 75-year-old moth- 
er sustained injuries and 
is being treated in a hos- 
pital, according to a 
report in the local press 
on Sunday. 

The report, quoting 
police sources, said the 
man quarrelled with his 
wife and in a fit of anger 
opened the gas cylinder 
and started a fire which 
burnt the house com- 
pletely. Three of the 
children escaped 

through the windows. 

The man's quarrel with 
his wife, who also 
escaped the fire, 
was due to his wife’s 
decision to leave the 
family according to 
police sources, who said 
the man was arrested 
immediately after the 
incident. 


Plastic surgery enjoys growing popularity in Jordan as confidence grows in the practice 
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By Dima Hamdan 

AMMAN — When we 
hear the term “plastic 
surgery,”most of us think 
of words like "breast 
implants.” “nose jobs,” 
“liposuction,” and a vari- 
ety of other terms mainly 
relating to cosmetic 
enhancement. 

The term “laser,” on the 
other hand, is recognised 
as a modality for the treat- 
ment of eyesight and hair- 
removal. While all of these 
ideas are correct, much 
more should be known 
about these operations, 
which have become the 
"hype" in Jordan over the 
past few years. 

Plastic surgery was intro- 
duced to Jordan nearly 30 
^ years ago. Ghaith Shbeilat, 
▼ a plastic and reconstruc- 
tive surgeon, was one ot 
the first to introduce this 
surgery through his work 
with the army. 


He explained that a sur- 
geon must become fully 
qualified in the reconstruc- 
tive field — the field deal- 
ing with the treatment of 
traumas, disfigurements 
and severed limbs — 
before specialising in the 
cosmetic. 

Although there are no 
official statistics on the 
number of cosmetic surg- 
eries performed in the 
Kingdom’s private sector 
hospitals, doctors confirm 
that there is a significant 
demand for the service 
from both local and for- 
eign patients. 

Surveys by the King 
Hussein Medical Centre 
show that Farah Rehabili- 
tation Centre conducted 
1,740 cosmetic surgeries 
in 1996, and 2,174 in 
1997. 

“Half of my patients 
come for aesthetic 
surgery," said Ahmad Hus- 
sein. a private plastic and 


reconstructive surgeon. 
“Most of them are 
females.” 

Private surgeons say that 
they receive significant 
numbers of patients from 
the Gulf states — mainly 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain 
— Syria, Lebanon, and a 
few from Europe as well. 

The removal of facial 
hair through laser treat- 
ment is also becoming 
more popular. Shbeilat 
says that he performed 
more than 600 hair- 
removal operations since 
the treatment was intro- 
duced to Jordan in 1996. 

“The world’s experience 
[in this operation] is two- 
and-half-years. and our 
experience is two years. So 
we’re quite on the cutting 
edge.” said Shbeilat. 

Despite increasing 
demand and confidence in 
these operations, miscon- 
ceptions still circulate 
among both patients and 


doctors. 

“Some people believe 
that liposuction, breast 
implants, or removing dark 
spots from the skin could 
cause cancer,” said Hus- 
sein. “In reality, not 
removing them might 
cause cancer." 

There is a debate world- 
wide about the health risks 
of plastic surgery, espe- 
cially breast implants. 
Some doctors argue that 
implants might cause tis- 
sue diseases or may even 
rupture, in which case, the 
patient is required to have 
another operation. 

Some people have reser- 
vations against aesthetic 
surgery because of reli- 
gious reasons. 

“People think [aesthetic 
surgery] is forbidden by 
religion,” said Hussein. 
‘They believe that this is 
interference in God’s cre- 
ation.” 

In order to establish 


credibility and invalidate 
misconceptions, doctors 
advise their patients to 
educate themselves by 
reading medical articles 
and watching special pro- 
grammes before they 
decide to do the operation. 

Shbeilat stressed that 
“patients should not be 
taken for a ride.” 

’They have the right to 
demand to see results and 
to look at photos [of previ- 
ous patients]," he said. 

Normal complications, 
such as infections, are 
likely to occur after an 
operation. 

Patients who go through 
a laser operation for hair- 
removal, for example, 
should not be exposed to 
the sun for at least three 
months lest they get skin 
bums. Dark skinned peo- 
ple run the risk of hyper- 
pigmentation. 

But Shbeilat assures that 

laser results are very 


encouraging. 

“The main proof [that 
these operations are suc- 
cessful] is that people keep 
coming back and they also 
send others to my clinic." 
he said. 

However, malpractice in 
some operations could 
lead to grave conse- 
quences. 

“In aesthetic surgery you 
do not get health prob- 
lems, but malpractice 
could spoil the appear- 
ance " said Hussein. “In 
reconstructive surgery, bad 
results could impair the 
function of the limb, or 
lead to disfigurement.’' 

He explained that sur- 
geons in Jordan are gradu- 
ates of at least 50 different 
schools, most of which are 
located in the U.S. and 
Europe, where they obtain 
different levels of knowl- 
edge and professional 
skills. Therefore, they 
should be further educated 


to raise their standards to a 
comparable level. 

Plastic surgery and laser 
operations are usually not 
affordable to the majority 
of Jordan's 4.6 million 
population, whose average 
income is less rhan Si. 500 
per year. 

A nose operation, for 
example, could cost as 
much as JDI,800 (S2,500) 
if the patient receives first 
class treatment. A more 
complex surgery, like a 
complete face lift, could 
cost JD4, 000-5, 000. 

“A nose job in the U.S in 
a good centre could cost 
SI 0,000- 15,000," said 

Shbeilat. 

However, doctors insist 
that prices are low in com- 
parison- with other coun- 
tries, especially consider- 
ing that the cost of the 
equipment is very high. 

Shbeilat said the average 
price tag for any piece of 
medical cosmetic equip- 


ment stans at SI 50,000, 
and constant technological 
improvements mean that 
equipment should be 
updated often. 

“These machines are like 
computers. Once a new 
machine is introduced, the 
old one becomes obso- 
lete,” he said. 

Doctors maintain that 
specialised centres should 
be built to accommodate 
larger volumes of patients. 
This would help lower the 
cost by minimising the 
number of machines pur- 
chased for the operations. 

“Every private hospital 
must have sections for 
heart, kidney, surgery and 
so forth," said Shbeilat. “If 
we were to divide [special- 
isations among each hospi- 
tal] it would be much more 
economical for the coun- 
try.” 
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4 World News 


Indian opposition 
struggling to form 


new government 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian opposition leaders 
struggled here Sunday to 
piece together a new govern- 
ment after toppling the 13- 
rponth-old Hindu national- 
ist-led coalition in parlia- 
ment. 

But the main opposition 
Congress party seemed to 
have no clue on how to till 
the political vacuum left 
Saturday by the resignation 
of Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee. 

Other smaller opposition 
parties, which had vowed to 
forge a viable credible new 
administration after the 
Hindu nationalists' fall, also 
groped in the dark despite 
day-long close-door talks. 

Congress officials said 
they were awaiting Indian 
President K.R. Narayanan to 
ask them to try form an alter- 
native government, but 
admitted there were several 
hitches. 

The outgoing premier’s 
Hindu nationalist BJP party 
pounced on the divisions in 
opposition ranks to accuse 
them of creating political 
anarchy, and hinted at early 
general elections. 

“Going by the arithmetics 
of the present parliament, no 
other alternative is possible," 
BJP spokesman M. Venkaiah 
Naidu told reporters. 

“Developments since yes- 
terday are proving our stand 
correct. The opposition is not 
able to come forward with 
any alternative government it 


said. 

Sonia Gandhi, the Italian- 
born widow of assassinated 
premier Rajiv Gandhi and 
Congress president, held a 
string of meetings with party 
leaders to formulate a strate- 
gy- 

But it was not clear if she 
would become the new 
prime minister. 

A senior Congress leader, 
Aijun Singh, denied the 
party was “whistling in the 
dark. We have the strength to 
carry everyone with us." 

But one of his colleagues, 
Pranab Mukherjee. was less 
upbeat. 

“We have a fractured man- 
date and there are problems," 
be said. 

The Congress is the second 
largest party in the 545- 
member parliament, but only 
co mman ds 140 seats of its 
own. 

There are nearly 40 parties 
in parliament, some with just 
a single MP. presenting 
Congress with a mismatched 
political smorgasbord from 
which to select its support- 
ers. 

And sbme smaller parties 
which joined hands with the 
Congress to topple the Hindu 
nationalists are opposed to 
propping up the Congress 
and would rather prefer elec- 
tions. 

Opposition leaders admit- 
ted the Congress would be 
hard pushed to provide a 
credible and stable govern- 
ment given the conflicting 


“A coalition government is 
going to pose problems," 
communist leader 

Doraiswamy Raja told AFP. 
“The different claims by dif- 
ferent parties will have to be 
sorted out. 

“How it will finally emerge 
is yet to be seen." he added. 

The Congress is believed 
to be split over whether it 
should take power on its 
own. with the backing of 
other parties from the out- 
side, or form a fresh coali- 
tion. 

Problems are expected to 
come from regional and 
ambitious opposition leaders 
who compete with the 114- 
year-old Congress for politi- 
cal space in the countiy's 
populous north. 

For the moment, the 
regional parties are avoiding 
statements that could hint at 
disunity. 

“Right now we’re not in a 
position to say anything. Let 
us consult everyone con- 
cerned." said one party 
leader. ‘ Mualyam Singh 
Yadav{. 

Yadav, another 
was equally non- 


Laloo 

leader!, 


committal. 

“W< are keeping our 
optiors open on joining or 
supporting a new govern- 
ment. We will await the deci- 
sion of the Congress on the 
issue.' 

The 


group) 
Sun 


he said. 

nearly 50-seat leftist 
in parliament admitted 
undav that it was divided 


had pledged to provide with- demands of the myriad anti- on ba< 
in an hour of our M," he nationalist groups. traditil 

rking the Congress, its 
anal foe. 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
was distracted by his 
impeachment during a cru- 
cial time in negotiations to 
avert a crisis in Kosovo, The 
New York Times reported 
Sunday. 

And increasing domestic 
criticism and questioning of 
Clinton's motives each time 
he took military action — as 
with the strikes in Iraq when 
the House was preparing to 
vote on his impeachment — 
may have reduced his diplo- 
matic manoeuvring room, 
the paper said. 

“Kosovo would have pre- 
sented a daunting foreign 
policy challenge even to a 
president whose powers of 
persuasion and moral 
authority had not been dam- 
aged by a year of sex scan- 
dal and impeachment." the 
Times said. 

“It is clear that his trou- 
bles gave him less manoeu- 
vring room to make his 
decisions.” the paper said. 
"Diplomacy, that came to 
rely heavily on military 
threats reduced the wiggle 
room even further.” 


As the extent of ethnic 
cleansing taking place in 
Kosovo becomes apparent 
the president now face a 
chorus of criticism for not 
having acted earlier. 

Also, U.S. intelligence 
assessments speculated that 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic would 
back down when faced' with 
the threat of air strikes from 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation. ■ the paper 
said. 

“One interagency intelli- 
gence report coordinated by 
the (Central Intelligence 
Agency) in January 1999 ... 
concluded that ‘Milosevic 
doesn't want a war he can’t 
win,’ the Times said. 

“After enough of a 
defence to sustain his hon- 
our and assuage his backers 
he will quickly sue for 
peace,” the assessment is 
quoted as saying. 

With this advice from the 
CIA and his advisers, 
Clinton gambled that 
Milosevic would back 
down, the paper said. 

A key date was Jan. 19, 
when Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright and 
other | top administration 
officials met at the White 
House to discuss Kosovo, 
and Albright’s recommen- 
dation to threaten NATO air 
strikes. 

But, the president was not 
there, the Times said. 

His lawyers were begin- 
ning their arguments in his 
impeachment trial on the 
Senate floor, and he was 
preparing for his State of 
the Union address. 

The paper also quotes for- 
mer Senator Bob Dole, who 
travelled to Kosovo in 
September. On returning he 
met with Clinton to discuss 
his findings. 

Afterwards. Dole said, the 
president asked him to 
lobbly his former Senate col- 
leagues to vote against con- 
viction in the impeachment 
trial. 

“A lot of attention was 
diverted" from Yugoslavia 
and other foreign policy 
issues by the impeachment. 
Dole told the Times. It was 
"all consuming,” he added. 
Kosovo “may have been 
one of the casualties." 


‘Voter irritation could hurt 
Gore White House bid’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. Vice President A1 
Gore's 2000 run for the 
White House could stum- 
ble on political fallout from 
the Monica Lewinsky 
affair, the Washington Post 
reported Sunday, citing 3 
new poll. 

The survey by the Pew 
Research Centre found 
Gore's popularity declining 
sharply, partly because 
many Americans have a 
negative view of President 
Bill Clinton and a series of 
Clinton administration 
controversies. 

The poll found that the 
Democratic front-runner 
was behind two potential 
Republican rivals — for- 
mer American Red Cross 
president Elizabeth Dole 
and Texas Governor 
George Bush, the 
Washington Post reported. 


But more worrisome for 
the vice president is evi- 
dence he is being damaged 
by allegations of miscon- 
duct by Clinton, especially 
among women voters, “the 
heart of Clinton's electoral 
strength," the poll said. 

Some 74 per cent of 
respondents. including 
large majorities of 
Democrats, said they were 
“tired of all the problems 
associated with the Clinton 
administration " the nation- 
wide poll of 1,7S6 adults 
found. 

And when people were 
asked to describe Gore, the 
number one response was 
“boring" 

‘They are taking out their 
frustrations with Clinton 
on Gore," Pew Research 
Centre director Andrew 
Kohut told the Post. 

Bui Gore's own pollster 


played down the survey, 
saying it was too early to 
draw conclusions in the 
2000 presidential race. 

“Vice presidents typically 
start off somewhere behind 
because they are famous 
but not fully known." Mark 
Penn told the paper. 

Throughout last year's 
impeachment drama. Gore 
defended Ointon while 
condemning his personal 
behaviour. 

On the day the House of 
Representatives voted to 
impeached the president 
Gore said Clinton would 
“be regarded in the history 
books as one of our great* 
est presidents.” 

The telephone survey had 
a margin of error of plus or 
minus three percentage 
points and was conducted 
from March 24 to 30. 
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Activists of Bangladesh’s r ulin g Awami League government march through the 
streets of Dhaka in response to an opposition-led nationwide strike April 18. The 
Awamis urged residents to ignore the strike and join the government’s efforts to lead 
the country towards development and attain the people’s economic well-being 
(Reuters photo) 


Fifty hurt in Bangladesh 
strike violence 


DHAKA <R> — At least 50 
people were injured, includ- 
ing two victims of bombs 
hurled at a bus, in violence 
triggered by a nationwide 
strike in Bangladesh on 
Sunday. 

The strike, called by oppo- 
sition parties to protest 
against recent power and 
water shortages, largely paral- 
ysed the country. 

Doctors at Dhaka medical 
college hospital said they 
treated a bus operator and a 
passenger for wounds caused 
by the bombs. 

Witnesses said the other 
were injured when opposition 
activists battled police in dif- 
ferent parts of the capital. 

Police used teaigas and 
batons to try to disperse 
activists armed with home- 
made bombs and sticks. 
Police said they arrested more 
than 60 opposition activists in 
the capital Dhaka alone. 

The strike shut down busi- 
ness in Dhaka except for a 
few rickshaws and taxis. 
Offices, banks, schools and 
markets were closed, witness- 
es said. Sunday is a normally 
a working day in Muslim 
Bangladesh. 

Opposition activists halted a 
train in northern Bangladesh 
while civil aviation officials 
said two domestic flights 
were cancelled. The country's 
main Chittagong port and two 
stock exchanges did not oper- 
ate, officials said. 

But strike organisers said 
they passed a relatively 


peaceful day. 

“Overall, today's -strike has 
been successful and generally 
peaceful," said a young leader 
of main opposition 
Bangladesh Nationalik Party 
(BNP), who declined to be 
named. 

President Shahabuddin 
Ahmed, widely regarded as a 
neutral figure, urged the 
country's feuding political 
groups to “give concessions 
to others for settlement of 
their disputes and developing 
tolerance” the official BSS 
news agency said. 

“The counny now witness- 
es extreme disunity and polit- 
ical confrontation instead of 
desired consensus and mutual 
cooperation... to solve basic 
problems,” BSS quoted the 
president as saying. 

The BNP. led by former 
prime minister Begum 
Khaleda 23a who called the 
strike, said Sunday's dawn- 
to-dusk stoppage was aimed 
at the deterioration of public 
services and in law and order. 

The strike was supported by 
the BNP’s allies, the Jariya 
Party, the Jamaai-e-Islami 
party and the Islami Oikyo 
Jote. 

They accuse Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina of inefficiency 
and corruption and want her 
to step down. She denies the 
charges. 

Analysts warn that continu- 
ing political confrontation 
would prove a drag on the 
country’s already weakened 
economy. 


“Political chaos will further 
affect the country’s • sickly 
industrial sector,” said 
Professor Muzaffar Ahmed of 
Dhaka University’s Institute 
of Business Administration. 

“If the chaos continues, it 
win affect the economy in 
long-term declining invest- 
ment and shrinking industrial 
growth.” he told Reuters. 

Amir Hossain Amu, a cen- 
tral leader of the ruling 
Awami league, termed the 
strike as a “mindless act” 

“The strike has been fuelled 
by the fundamentalist and 
autocratic allies of the BNP 
trying to whip up a chaotic 
situation and capture power,” 
he said. 

Mujahidu] Islam Selim, 
general secretary of 
Bangladesh Communist 
Party, criticised both the gov- 
ernment and opposition for 
“abandoning political com- 
mitments” and pushing tie 
country into an unending 
political row. 

‘In this political culture- 
hopes of political stability and 
economic progress are 
remote. If the present trend of 
political chaos and confronta- 
tion continues for long, the 
country is going to drift into 
disaster," he said. 

The apposition has staged a 
series of violent strikes since 
Hasina took office in June 
1996, including a marathon 
66-hour stoppage last ‘ 
February. Parliamentary elec- 
tions are not due until 2001. 


23 in hospital after London blast 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Twenty-three people were 
treated in hospital Sunday 
after a homemade nail bomb 
exploded at a busy London 
market, while police puzzled 
over who was behind the 
attack. 

“We simply don’t know the 
motive." said a Scotland Yard 
spokeswoman, who stressed 
it was “far too early” to spec- 
ulate on the identities of 
those responsible. 

Four of the injured were in 
serious condition Sunday, 
including a 23-month -old 
toddler who underwent an 
operation to have a nail 
removed from his skull, 
medical sources said. 

A total of 48 people, 
including two policemen, 
were injured in the bJasi 
Saturday afternoon near an 
underground rail station and 
a supermarket in Brixton, 
south London. 


Police launched a major 
investigation but immediate- 
ly ruled out the possibility 
that the Northern Irish sepa- 
ratist IRA was behind the 
attack, given the crudeness of 
the device and the target, a 
poorer area of London. 

“It was completely indis- 
criminate. It was a crowded 
area on a Saturday after- 
noon.” said junior Home 
Office Minister Kate Hoey, 
adding that whoever was 
responsible “wanted to even 
kill people.” 

She said that any link to 
Irish terrorism could proba- 
bly be ruled out 

She also told GMTV tele- 
vision (hat she would be 
“very surprised” if there was 
a racial motive behind the 
attack in Brixton. which is 
home to the capital's largest 
black West Indian popula- 
tion. Local community mili- 
tant Lee Jasper insisted how- 


ever that a nail bomb in the 
Brixton market “could only 
be intended to inflict the 
maximum damage possible 
to the black community." 

He suggested the attack 
was possibly a reaction to a 
recent official report calling 
for all-out war against racism 
in the police force as well as 
in society as a whole. 

“If this is an act of racial 
terrorism, then it is the most 
severe escalation we have 
ever witnessed in the U.K.," 
Jasper said. 

Fbrensics experts combed 
the blast scene for clues to 
the origin of the homemade 
bomb which was apparently 
hidden in a plastic bag, and 
investigators collected tapes 
from surveillance cameras in 
the area. 

Most of the injured were 
treated for cuts from flying 
glass and the nails which 
were packed into the device. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Radical students stage street 
protests in Seoul 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — About 1,000 radical students 
staged street rallies in downtown Seoul Sunday, protesting 
what they called a government crackdown on their leftist 
movement. The students are members of Hancbongryon, a 
nationwide umbrella of student councils that was banned by 
the government for its allegedly pro-North Korea stance. 
Among other things, the group supports a North Korean 
demand that the United States withdraw its 37.000 troops sta- 
tioned in the south, saying its presence blocks the unification 
of the two Koreas. The students had planned to elect a new 
iparterehip at a Seoul campus over the weekend that will guide 
their group in the next year, but failed to do so because major 
campuses were blocked by some 1 1,000 riot police. The police 
challenged young pedestrians to show identification and 
searched their bags near campuses and subway stations. But 
there has been no report of clashes or injuries. The students 
gathered at Seoul's central train station and shouted anti -gov - 
ernment and anti-U.S. slogans for several hours. North and 
South Korea are technically in a state of war because their 
1950-53 Korean war ended with an armistice, not a peace 
treaty. Their bolder is one of the world’s most heavily armed. 

Injured. Kosovo children 
arrive in France for treatment 

PARIS (AFP) — Two ethnic Albanian children wounded in die 
Kosovo conflict arrived here for treatment Sunday, the first of 
over 300 refugees expected in France over the weekend. Isuf. 
aged two, and Brikesa, seven, arrived at Le Bourget airport 
north of Paris aboard a French military plane from the 
Albanian capital Tirana and were rushed to a hospital in the 
capital. Brikena was suffering from bullet wounds to the body 
while Isuf had been injured in the throat and could only be fed 
by tube. The children were accompanied by family members 
who wil] be put up by French families near Paris, where the 
children will join them after being discharged from hospital. 
Meanwhile in the southeastern city of Lyon, officials were 
. preparing to receive 308 Kosovo refugees flying in from 
Macedonia Sunday. The ethnic Albanians were transferred 
from the Macedonia refugee camp at Stenkovec. near the 
Yugoslav border, to the capital Skopje and were due to arrive 
in Lyon on three flights from there, die first set to touch down 
at 1 :20 p m. (l 120 GMT). The ethnic Albanians, who fled the 
conflict in Kbsovo, will be cared in Lyon lor in eight reception 
centres by an organisation dedicated to refugees and asylum 
seekers. 

Controversial Russian tycoon 
to return to Moscow 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia’s most controversial tycoon Boris 
Berezovsky was set to return to Moscow from France on 
Sunday, after prosecutors lifted an arrest warrant that had driven 
him into a brief exile. Berezovsky told the Interfax news agency 
that he would leave his refuge in France and arrive at Moscow's 
Sheremetyevo airport late Sunday. “All charges brought against 
roe are a he,” Berezovsky was quoted as saying, referring to the 
arrest warrant issued 12 days ago but revoked on Wednesday. 
The warrant, issued in connection with alleged abuse of office 
and financial shenanigans at the Aeroflot national airline which 
Berezovsky formerly controlled, caused a sensation when it was 
issued on April 6. Observers saw it as a move by Communists 
allied with Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov to sideline the 
influential former Kremlin kingpin Berezovsky and whittle 
away his power base by forcing him to remain abroad But when 
Berezovsky made it plain thar be intended to return to Russia to 
clear his name, prosecutors suddenly and mysteriously with- 
drew the arrest warrant. 

Chinese city to celebrate 
millennium of Bao Gong 

BELTING (AFP) — Magistrate Bao Zheng, known for his fair- 
ness and incoouptible nature a millennium ago. will be feted in a 
month-long activities in Kaifeng, in China’s central Henan, 
reports said Sunday. Symposia will be held to mark his binh and 
there will be dramas depicting some of the trials over which he 
presided, Xinhua said. The city government of Kaifeng will also 
earmark 28 million yuan ($3.4 million) to rebuild his office, it 
added. Bao Zheng, who is more commonly known as Bao Gong, 
was bom in April 999 AD. in the present-day Hefei city of Anhui 
province. He was magistrate of central Kaifeng in the period of 
the Northern Song dynasty (960- 1 127 AD.) and highly esteemed 

for his strictness in upholding justice, it said Eulogised in many 
Chinese literary works, and the protagonist of many Hong Kong, 
Taiwanese and Chinese television serials, Bao has always been 
presented as person with a black face. This was supposed to sug- 
gest his upright and impartial nature as a Chinese official, 
although historical records indicate he was a handsome man with 
a fair complexion, said Xinhua. 

Nepali Maoists kill three police 

KATHMANDU (AFP) — Three police have been killed in an 
ambush by Maoist insurgents at Gajul bridge in Rolpa district, 
police said on Sunday. The three police constables died in an 
ambush set by Maoist insurgents at Gajul bridge, which lies 
between Pi pal village and Pokhara village in Rolpa district 
Saturday morning, a police spokesman said Ganga Datta 
Panta died on spot, while two other constables, identified as 
Rajendra Bahadur Singh and Buddha Nagarkoti, died at a hos- 
pital. “Four others of the mobile police team thar comprised 13 
police personnel were injured in the ambush.” the source said 
Of the four, two were in critical condition. Police arrested 25 
people in connection with the ambush. The Maoists have been 
waging a war since February 1996 against the present consti- 
tutional monarchical system in Nepal, seeking to replace it 
with a republic. More than 650 lives have been lost in clashes 

between Maoists and police, according to official figures 

human rights groups put the death toll in Maoist relaxed vio- 
lence at more than 800. 

Gang bums 10 to death in Nigeria 

LAGOS (AFP) — Ten people were burnt to death in their homes 
in Kaduna, nortfasm Nigeria, last week by a gang targeting a com- 
mumty leader who had tried to stop its activities, reports said 
Sunday. Seven people suffered serious bums and were in hospital 
after the attack in the early hours of Friday morning, the state- 
owned Sunday Times newspaper said The man targeted in the 
attack, Lado Dan Banga. escaped with hums and was recove ring 
in hospital at the weekend but his mother; brothers and two chil- 
dren were among those who died, the paper reported city police 
and hospital officials. Witnesses told the paper, that four houses, 
inducting that belonging to Dan Banga, had been locked from the 
outside and then set on fire. Deputy Police Superintendent A. 
Mohammed told the paper the police had detained two people in 
connection with the attack and were still seekrng others. Edward 
Ishaiya, the chairman of the local council, said the council had 
agreed to pay the injured peoples’ medical bills in recognition of 
their community work. Officials were not available -Sunday to 
confirm the report. . ; 
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World News 



Rock star Sting sings ‘Witchcraft’ during the 9th annual Rainforest concert April 17 at Carnegie Hall in New 
York City. The concert is held to raise money to save rainforests around the world (Reuters photo) 


Korean Air denies report that 
flight recorders were found 


SEOUL ( AP) — Korean 
Air officials denied a 
repon Sunday that police 
had found the flight 
recorders of a cargo jei 
that slammed into a 
Shanghai construction sire 
last week. 

China's state-run Xinhua 
news agency had reported 
that police searching the 
wreckage of the Korean 
Air plane located the black 
box containing the flight 
recorders on Saturday. 

But Korean " Air 
spokesman Kim Sung- 
Joon said all that investiga- 
tors have found -is "pieces 
of a case that contained the 
black box,'’ but not the 
black box itself. 

He also denied a report 


by Xinhua Saturday 
evening that said the bod- 
ies of only two of the 
plane's crew had been 
found. He said all three 
bodies had been recovered. 

More than 2,000 police 
continued to scour for 
clues as to why the 
McDonnell Douglas Md- 
1 1 suddenly fell from the 
sky Thursday, just minutes 
after takeoff. 

They have been joined 
by 40 officials from 
Korean Air and the South 
Korean government and 
five officials from the 
■ National Transportation 
-Safety Board and the 
Federal • Aviation 

Administration of the 
United States. 


Several officials from 
Pratt and Whitney, which 
produced the plane's 
engines, also arrived to 
lake part as observers 
while investigators from 
Boeing, which now owns 
McDonnell Douglas, are 
on the way. 

All the plane’s three 
crew members and six 
people on the ground were 
killed. Thirty-three others 
were injured, six seriously. 

Police have had difficul- 
ty reaching the wreckage 
of the cockpit because it 
was embedded deeply in 
mud after -having dropped 
1,000 metres. 

The aircraft narrowly 
missed seven-story apart- 
ment buildings as it 


ploughed into the con- 
struction site and 
makeshift housing for 
migrant workers. 

South Korean officials 
have said the plane may 
have exploded in mid-air, 
fuelling speculation that it 
was the target of a bomb 
planted by rival North 
Korea. 

Meanwhile, Air Canada 
has announced Saturday it 
was cancelling code-shar- 
ing arrangements with 
Korean Air, Korean offi- 
cials said. They did not 
reveal details. 

It was the second airliner 
to do so, following Delta 
Airlines of the United 
States, since the accident 
occurred Thursday. 


Early elections likely in Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Japan's ruling and oppo- 
sition party leaders said 
Sunday Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi might call 
general elections in a few 
months to consolidate his 
improving power base. 

An opinion poll, 
released Sunday by the 
news agency Jiji Press, 
showed support for 
Obuchi’s government 
rose to 33 per cent in 
April from nearly 30 per 
cent in March. The dis- 
approval rate fell to near- 
ly 36 per cent from 42 
per cent. 

Junichiro Koizumi, a 
former health and wel- 
fare minister of the rul- 
ing Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), said Obuchi 
could dissolve the lower 
house for early elections 
after the current session 
of parliament ends in 
mid-June. 

"The dissolution can be 
one of the options for 


Obuchi to explore the 
possibility of his reelec- 
tion as party chief," said 
Koizumi, one of 
Obuchi 's intramural 
rivals, in a television 
interview. “I cannot 
reject the idea as reckless 
altogether." 

"It can happen in July 
or August.” said Naoto 
Kan, the head of the 
main opposition 

Democratic Parry, in 
another TV programme. 

Kan said his party 
would launch “basic 
preparations" for snap 
elections by choosing 
about 80 per cent of can- 
didates for the 300 sin- 
gle-seat constituencies 
by the end of May. 

Obuchi’s allies are 
seeking to suppress chal- 
lenges to his leadership 
within the ruling party by 
extending his term as 
LDP chief or bringing 
forward the election date 
for the post. 


He took over as pre- 
mier and LDP president 
last July after his prede- 
cessor Ryutaro 

Hashimoto quit in the 
face of a humiliating set- 
back in upper house elec- 
tions. 

Obuchi had been 
expected to serve the 
remainder of 

Hashimoto’s two-year 
term as party chief, 
which ends in 
September. Hashimoto 
and Obuchi belonged to 
the biggest LDP faction 
led by powerful former 
prime minister Noboru 
Takeshita. 

Chief Cabinet 

Secretary Hiromu 

Nonaka earlier said the 
LDP should move up the 
battle for the party lead- 
ership or change its rules 
to let Obuchi serve a full 
two-year term. 

Koizumi, Obuchi’s 
rival, said if the battle for 
the intra-mural race can- 


not be brought forward, 
the premier might call 
early general elections to 
boost his power base. 

If the LDP wins in the 
snap polls, Obuchi will 
be chosen uncontested as 
party chief. said 
Koizumi. “But it is going 
to be a big gamble 
because, if he loses, he 
has to step down.” 

The LDP. which has 
lost its majority in the i 
upper house, still domi- 
nates the lower house 
whose current four-year 
term is due to expire in 
October 2000. 

The Jiji opinion poll 
said Obuchi’s approval 
rating had improved as ] 
Japan's economy ■. 

appeared to be bottoming i 
out from its worst reces- 
sion after World War II. 

It was conducted on 
2,000 eligible voters, of ' 
whom 72 per cent gave i 
valid answers. i 


Sierra Leone rebel leader 
in U.N. custody 


FREETOWN (R) _ — 
Sierra Leone’s jailed 
rebel leader Foday 
Sankoh has been trans- 
ferred from prison to 
United Nations custody 
ahead of his trip to Togo 
later on Sunday for con- 
sultations with his fol- 
lowers. diplomais said. 

They said Sankoh was 
moved from Freetown to 
the capital’s Lungi air- 
port on Saturday night. 
Lungi is under the con- 
trol of a Nigerian-led 
ECOMOG peacekeeping 
force protecting the 
Sierra Leone govern- 
ment 

“Everything is now 
ready for Sankoh to trav- 
el,” a U.N. diplomat told 
Reuters. 

Sankoh had been held 
in jail while appealing 


against a death sentence 
for treason and crimes 
against humanity. 

Sankoh's talks with his 
guerrilla commanders in 
the northern Togolese 
town of Kara are seen as 
the most crucial step in 
efforts to end a prolonged 
conflict in Sierra Leone. 

The meeting could lead 
to wider peace talks to 
end a civil war in the for- 
mer British colony that 
first started in 1991. 

On Saturday the United 
Nations lifted a travel ban 
on Sankoh’s top guerril- \ 
las. who are under, sane- ; 
tions for their reign of 
terror in Sierra Leone, ’ 
state radio in Freetown 
said on Sunday. ! 

It quoted a statement by j 
the U.N. observer mis- j 
sion in Sierra Leone as ■ 


saying that U.N. officials 
would accompany 
Sankoh to Togo and 
would pick up his lieu- 
tenants somewhere 
between the borders of 
Liberia and Guinea. 

Rebel sources in other 
west African capitals said 
the guerrillas were likely 
to be picked up in 
Monrovia, Liberia, and 
may already have gath- 
ered there from their jun- 
gle hideouts. 

Government sources 


said the guerrillas hud 
been forced to slash their 
delegation from nearly 50 
to 14 following pressure 
from Sierra Leone 
President Ahmad Tejan j 
Kabbah. j 

The list of the guerrilla l 
envoys was not immedi- li 
ately available but offi- j 
rials of Sankoh's j 
Revolutionary United i 
From said it would cer- | 
tainly include rebel field j 
Commander Sam I 

Bockarie. 


NICE & LUXURIOUSLY 
FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

PLEASE CALL: 5932509 


Jordan Times, Monday, April 19, 1999 


5 


Dozens missing in E. Timor; 20 
bodies found after rampage 


DILI, East Timor (AFP) — 
Dozens of people were 
missing Sunday in East 
Timor after Saturday’s 
unchecked rampage by 
armed pro-Jakarta militias 
which killed at least 20 
people. 

Streets were deserted 
Sunday, stores shut and 
stalls empty as residents 
hastened back to the rela- 
tive safety of their homes 
after brief outings in "the 
morning to attend mass. 

“Anything can happen. 
They can kill, loot, do 
whatever they like, with the 
police and army looking 
on,” said an East Timorese 
human rights activist 
believed to be a top target 
of the militias. 

An official of the 
Indonesian government’s 
human rights commission 
said police had found 20 
bodies, including 12 at the 
home of pro-independence 
figure Manuel Carrascalao 
which came under attack 
by up to 300 militiamen. 


Carrascalao, who was at 
the residence of Bishop 
Carlos Ximenes Felipe 
Brio when his house was 
attacked on Saturday, left 
for an unknown destination 
accompanied by the East 
Timor Deputy Police Chief, 
Colonel Muhafi Sahuji. 

Shortly before Saturday's 
massacre the head of the 
militia had told a gathering 
in from of the residence of 
provincial governor Abilio 
Soares that a general 
cleansing of pro-indepen- 
dence elements would be 
carried out. 

Witnesses said there were 
126 people sheltering in 
Carrascalao's home at the 
time of the attack after has r - 
ing been driven out of their 
villages by militia. 

Three or four people took 
refuge in the neighbouring 
bishop's house while 12 
bodies were found in the 
rubble, according to police. 
The dead, the wounded and 
the others were loaded 
Saturday onto army trucks. 


according to the Indonesian 
Red Cross, but it was 
impossible to trace where 
they ended up. 

A" journalist of the 
Indonesian private televi- 
sion station. Surya Citra 
Televisi, was allowed by 
the police to see but not 
talk to 68 people at the 
police headquarters. Police 
said they were refugees 
from Carrascalao's home 
and from the home of his 
eldest son. Joseph. 

Access to the hospital 
was strictly controlled by 
police. Police also toured 
several charitable establish- 
ments Saturday night and 
Sunday asking if they had 
treated anv wounded peo- 
ple. 

Lucas, a survivor of the 
Liquisa massacre of pro- 
independence supporters 
earlier this month, was 
among those missing. Last 
week he had told AFP: 
“They will come and kill us 
because we can testify 
about what happened at 


Liquisa.” 

At least 25 people, 
according to church 
sources — 59 according to 
humanitarian organisations 
— were killed at the church 
at Liquisa. 40 kilometres 
west of Dili, by the same 
militiamen who later ter- 
rorised Dili. 

“If they did not have the 
army behind them, wc 
could confront them.” said 
Crispin, a vendor at the 
Beconi market. “But the 
army is behind them and 
we can do nothing against 
their guns.” 

In his Sunday sermon 
during a Mass at'his home, 
Dili's Bishop Brio said: 
“This Easter season is not 
the season of joy which it 
should be because some 
people seem bent on 
destroying the territory." 

The Nobel peace prize 
winner added: “But per- 
haps if they regain their 
sense of belonging to the 
community, we can find 
peace.” 


Irish foreign minister shocked and 
horrified by East Timor rampage 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Irish 
Foreign Minister David 
Andrews was "horrified" by 
the brutal killing spree he 
witnessed in East Timor and 
plans to report what he saw to 
U.N. Secretaiy General Kofi 
Annan, his spokesman said 
Sunday. 

“He was deeply shocked 
and horrified, and that is an 
understatement” the 

spokesman, speaking in 
Jakarta shortly after Andrews 
returned from Timor where 
the two witnessed the ram- 
page in Dili. 

The military says 13 people 
were killed when Indonesian 
army-backed militia attacked 
and killed pro-independence 
advocates, burning their 
homes. 


The Indonesian National 
Commission of Human 
Rights says at least 20 were 
killed on Saturday when the 
Indonesian army and police 
mostly stayed in their bar- 
rack, and the uncle of one of 
the dead, an Indonesian gov- 
ernment official, said as 
many as 30 were killed. 

Immediately after their 
return to Jakarta on Sunday 
morning, Andrews tele- 
phoned Indonesian Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas and gave 
him a detailed account of 
what he saw and heard. 

He planned to do the same 
for Annan “as soon as die 
time zones allow a phone 
call,” and to Indonesian 
President BJ. Habibie when 
he meets with him. in Jakarta 


Monday morning. 

Andrews will in addition 
brief European Union ambas- 
sadors in Jakarta on Monday 
afternoon, and hopes to raise 
the subject w'ith the EU for- 
eign ministers at their meet- 
ing in Brussels next week. 

Speaking for Andrews, 
who travelled to East Timor 
at the request of the Irish par- 
liament, he said “we our- 
selves witnessed truckloads 
of armed militia driving past 
the military commander's 
office while we were talk- 
ing.” 

“They were armed to the 
teeth with guns and other 
weapons” 

“One of our party who was 
not in the meeting was 
approached by a man in great 


distress who said his house 
was under attack.” 

In a subsequent meeting 
with Nobel laureate Dili 
Bishop Carlos Ximenes 
Belo, refugees “in great dis- 
tress" came to the house, he 
said. 

Saturday's attacks and 
intimidation of those in 
favour of independence for 
the former Portuguese colony 
invaded by Indonesia in 
1975, came ahead of a 
planned U.N.-supervised 
vote on independence, sched- 
uled for July. 

The Indonesian govern- 
ment has said it will let the 
territoiy go if the results- of 
the opinion poll favour inde- 
pendence over an offer from 
Jakarta of broad autonomy. 



MINI ALEX WHO ARE CLOSELY WATCHED BY LEADING RECORD COMPANIES IN THE UK, 
WILL BE TOURING AMMAN FOR 10 DAYS THROUGHOUT APRIL. 

GARY ABBOTT ON KEY BOARDS AND BASS GUITAR, SARAH-VOCALS & STEVE BROWN 
ON KEYBOARDS, GUITAR & PROGRAMMING WILL BE PLAYING IN A NEW SOUL & JAZZ 
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Many ways to 
mark Earth Day 

THERE ARE many ways to celebrate Earth 
Day which falls on Monday. The U.S. embassy 
has given us a vivid example of how we in 
Jordan may commemorate the occasion in a 
significant way. Hie embassy’s celebration 
will be dedicated to the water issue attempt- 
ing to promote .awareness of the crisis and 
how we may all conserve water in the wake of 
a painful and difficult drought season. 

The U.S. mission has also demonstrated how 
Jordanians can develop new sources for water 
by collecting rainfall as scare as it may be. It 
is little known that the architects who 
designed the embassy had huge reservoirs of 
water bnilt under the building to be filled with 
rainwater during winter. The practice dates 
back to Roman times. The simple method 
could at least provide households with enough 
water to water gardens and wash cars. 
Addressing the water crisis Is only one way 
to mark the occasion. We have so many other 
environment-related problems that need to be 
addressed. It is no secret that we, like many 
others in Third World countries, are not envi- 
ronment-friendly people. The late King 
Hussein’s last words to the country were full 
of references to environment and what we 
should be doing to preserve our precious eco- 
system. Our cars still emit dangerous fumes 
including lead and sulphuric add from the 
kind of gasoline we still use. Our factories are 
da m ag in g the atmosphere all around them. 
People still smoke in public buildings despite 
a law that bans this act Fruits and vegetables 
still feed on highly polluted water and remain 
without the dose scrutiny of the ministries of 
health and agriculture. Uncontrolled use of 
insectiddes is still the order of the day for our 
farmers. Water quality is far below interna- 
tional standards. 

We have many reasons to celebrate Earth 
Day. 

Yet without a dear will to take this occasion 
seriously, no amount of celebration is going to 
succeed in creating a culture for the protec- 
tion of our natural resources and our envi- 
ronment. The heavily polluted water that was 
pumped to our homes last s umm er may have 
stirred in, us „a . temporary sense, of urgency, 
but only a transient awareness of the dangers 
that may lay ahead. Unless we have a sus- 
I tained campaign to educate ourselves about 
the real lessons of Earth Day, it will not be 
long before we face an environmental cata- 
strophe. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AI RaYs Eahed Faoek quoted the Chief Editor of the London- 
based A1 Quds Al Aiabi newspaper Abdul Bari Atwan who 
wrote that Jordan’s political and social stability is a regional and 
- international objective. It is in no one's interest, including Israel, 
to harm the Kingdcm's stability because of its strategic position, 
said Fanek. Although this should reassure Jordanians and 
enable them to play a significant role in the region, the 001031/8 
real stability depends on positive developments in the ecooom- 
ic situation, noted Fanek, who asked: Will the parties concerned 
about Jordan's stability be able to provide anything in this 
regard? Fanek once again quoted Atwan as reporting that the 
US. is not only to provide assistance to the Kingdom, bin will 
also encourage other countries and international organisations 
to do the same. The idea of including Jordan in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council which could eliminate unemployment, 
poverty, and deficit, is not “baseless,” and might be implement- 
ed sochi in one way or another, according to the writer: 

AlKaTs Mahmoud Rimawi said the Arab parties in Israel have 
foiled to organise themselves to launch a serious challenge for 
the Knesset elections, because four of the groups decided to 
nm. They also feiled to agree on whether they should nominate 
Azmi Bishara, an Arab academic politician as the prime minis- 
terial candidate, added Rimawi, who said Bishara managed to 
obtain 50,000 signatures fiom Arab citizens to meet the election 
conditions. In addition, the patties feiled to deal wife the issue 
of competing Muslim and Christian claims to a piece of land in 
Nazareth, sad the writer. It was notable that political bodies, 
such as the Nazareth Muniripa%, are asking the Israeli author- 
ities to solve the issue instead of doing so by themselves. 
Muslims say the land is an Islamic Waq£ and they want to buOd 
a mosque there, while foe municipality says the land is public 
propei^anditwantsfocons&uctacarpadcaspaztafprqjaia- 
tions for the mill rami inn Then, at the same time as engaging in 
such squabbles, they annually celebrate Palestine Day together, 
said foe writer: 


Jordan twenty years from now 


WHERE DO you see Jordan 
twenty years from now? This is a 
legitimate question that continues 
to puzzle analysts as well as lay- 
men because presently there is no 
economic charter in which a 
nationally shared vision is stipu- 
lated. 

Yet, utilising a simple develop- 
ment model (and I use the word 
“simple” because some of these 
models verge on being bizarre) 
presented in Michael Porter’s 
book. The Competitive Advantage 
of Nations, it is possible, to deter- 
mine Jordan's present and future 
stages of development, and thus 
be able to strategically predict 
where the nation is heading. 

Basically, Jordan is in the fac- 
tor-driven stage of development, 
an initial stage describing a state 
of an economy where all the inter- 
nationally successful industries in 
the nation base their advantage on 
the low cost of the basic factors of 
production. Competition among 
firms is mainly in price since 
there is little value added and, as a 
result, market entry is easy, and 
competition is effortlessly sub- 
dued through the formation of 
cartels and the growth of monopo- 
lies. Technology is either sourced 


or inexpensive due to it being out- 
dated. Exports are comprised 'pri- 
marily of commodities with few 
of the firms having direct access 
to end users worldwide. Domestic 
demand is weak and unsophisti- 
cated or simply non-existent and 
is therefore unimportant for dri- 
ving the economy. 

This economy, as in the case of 
Jordan, is sensitive to regional and 
global fluctuations. It is a price- 
taker in trade, following che dic- 
tates of the international prices of 
commodities, which makes it dif- 
ficult to predict where the econo- 
my will be in one or two decades. 
But, the good news is that virtual- 
ly all economies go through this 
stage of being factor driven. 

To move to the next stage to 
become an investment-driven 
economy, the factors must be 
made more advanced and spe- 
cialised through better training of 
workers and improved infrastruc- 
ture; entrepreneurs and firms 
should be motivated further to do 
well and compete intensely 
instead of rent seeking; and 
demand is enhanced as wages 
increase and tastes for better prod- 
ucts are acquired through dynam- 
ic advertising and higher produez 


standards by competitors and gov- 
ernment. 

In this stage, there needs to be a 
national consensus favouring 
investment and economic growth. 
Political decisions must maintain 
a long run vision while encourag- 
ing people to obtain foreign tech- 
nology and take risks while the 
government channels scarce capi- 
tal to particular industries. The 
stability of the government, and 
having little or no red tape and no 
cronyism with a government that 
is strong enough to counter spe- 
cial interest groups will help the 
economy develop through this 
stage and into the nexL 

The third stage is the innovation 
stage where the economy has a 
wide range of developed indus- 
tries with vigorous domestic rival- 
ry and leadership, whether 
through technology appropriation 
or development, and a tremendous 
capacity to innovate. This type of 
economy is also characterised by 
a higher service component of the 
national economy than in the ear- 
lier stages. It is more resistant to 
exogenous effects such as region- 
al developments, and less suscep- 
tible to macroeconomic down- 
turns as industries adjust easily to 
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supply shocks and cost pushes. 
The government role is at best 
described as indirect where any 
protection it has expressed in the 
other stages is lifted and effort is 
still expended on the development 
of more advanced and specialised 
factors to match the growth in the 
economy. 

The final stage is known as the 
wealth driven stage in which the 
economy witnesses a decline as it 
becomes unable to sustain its 
achievements as motivations 
change and become subdued. One 
possible solution to counter this 
decline has been found in the 
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What is wrong in the Balkans? 


By G Wynne Dyer 

“THERE WERE 20 people underground, 
hiding in the cellar. There were only women 
and children,” said the boy. “They first burnt 
a car on the road near the house and then they 
came inside, howling like wolves. They were 
local Serbs, they were not wearing ski 
masks.” 

The boy’s name is Dren Caka; he is ten 
years old. ^ “First, they shot a girl, she was 
about thirteen, with a machine-gun- They shot 
them one by one, in the head and in foe back. 
1 was near foe door, and when they shot at me 
I threw myself down on the ground as if 1 was 
dead.” Eventually foe wounded boy escaped 
from foe burning house, found an aunt, and 
fled with her to Albania — but he left his 
mother and three sisters behind, dead in the 
deserted city of Djakovica in western 
KOsovo. 

“Houses and whole villages reduced to 
ashes, unarmed and innocent populations 
massacred... acts of violence, pillage and bru- 
tality... such were foe means employed by the 
Seibo-Montenegrin soldiery with a view to 
the entire transformation of foe ethnic charac- 
ter of regions inhabited exclusively by 
Albanians,” says foe official report, and it cer- 
tainly sums up the honors of Kosovo. Except 
that the official report quoted is foe Carnegie 
Report on the Balkan Wars of 1912 and 1913, 
whereas Dren Caka's ordeal was last week. 

Why are foe ethnic hatreds in the B alkans 
so deep, so ancient, so uniquely fierce and 
strong that the passage of eighty years 
changes nothing? And very much to foe point 
at the moment, when NATO countries are 
moving towards a decision to commit ground 
troops to drive foe Serbs out of Kosovo and 
bring the refugees home, what’s foe use of 
intervening if they're all doomed to spend foe 
rest of history at each others’ throats anyway? 

They aren't. The whole tiring is lies. Inter- 
ethnic relations in foe Balkans have not been 
dramatically worse than elsewhere in Europe 
during this century. 

Except for foe decade of the ‘90s, indeed, 
foe Balkans were not the part of Europe you 
thought about first when foe subject of geno- 
cide came up. Germany was, followed (or 
even preceded, in tarns of sheer numbers of 
people killed) by the Soviet Union. And even 
when it came to older, less bureaucratic forms 
of ethnic and religious haired, places like 
Ireland and foe Basque country came in well 
ahead of the Balkans. 

So where did tins notion of inevitable, irre- 


pressible ethnic violence in foe Balkans come 
from? History does have a bearing here, 
because this is foe part of Europe where Islam 
and two bitterly hostile forms of Christianity, 
meet. Catholic Croats loathe Orthodox Serbs, 
who duly despise them back — and every- 
body hates foe Muslims. 

That is history’s poisoned gift to the pre- 
sent. for most of foe Balkans belonged to the 
Ottoman empire until eighty years ago. 
Through six centuries of Ottoman rale, the 
ruling Turks naturally favoured local Muslim 
populations, and savagely punished Christian 
communities that dared to rebel. Now the 
shoe is on the other foot, and some Christians 
in the Balkans don't really believe that their 
Muslim neighbours have any right ro be there. 

Except that there weren’t really THAT 
many people who drought like that In foe old, 
pre-Milosevic Yugoslavia, people got along 
pretty well, really. In Sarajevo, the country's 
most ethnically mixed city, most of. the 
younger generation deliberately called them- 
selves Yugoslav’ as a way of leaving the old 
ethnic and religious labels behind. 

Throughout that old Yugoslavia, the differ- 
ent ethnic and religious groups worked and 
played together, they moved freely from one 
‘republic’ to another, they even intermarried 
in large numbers. What little tension you did 
see in a thoroughly secular society was most- 
ly between Serbs and Croats, not Christians 
and Muslims. 

To resurrect the old stereotypes in foe laid- 
back Yugoslavia of foe early 80s, let alone 
persuade people to kill one another over 
them, would have taken a genius. It is the 
great tragedy of the Balkans that in Slobodan 
Milosevic, it found that genius. 

The Serbian strongman bears a very large 
personal responsibility for foe South Slav 
tragedy of foe 90s, for his main technique for 
gaining and keeping power is to stir up ethnic- 
grievances and stimulate crises. 

In the Serbs, whose style of nationalism 
has always cast them as foe misunderstood 
victims of wicked foreign plots, Milosevic 
had fairly promising raw material, but para- 
noia among whole populations is not caused 
by a biochemical imbalance. It is a condition 
that needs to be roused, fed, and directed 
against plausible targets of resentment — and 
in that, Milosevic is probably the leading 
European practitioner since Hitler 

Which leaves foe question of why foe West 
fell for Milosevic's self-serving lies and dis- 
tortions, when even among the Serbs many 
were not fooled. (The saddest, most 


admirable people in foe atrocious war of eth- 
nic cleansing that Milosevic unleashed in 
Bosnia in 1992 T 95 were the Bosnian Serbs 
who fought down to foe end alongside their 
Muslim fellow-citizens to defend the ideal of 
a multi-national Bosnia) 

The main reason that the peoples of the 
West were persuaded to believe that all foe 
“ethnics* of the Balkans were equally vicious 
and equally crazy is that their own govern- 
ments lied to them about it. They encouraged 
that belief because' they didn't want to risk foe 
political costs of a military intervention. 

They needed to head off popular demand to 
‘do something' about foe massacres that were 
devastating foe Muslims of Bosnia (90 per 
cent of the refugees in Bosnia were Muslims, 
as were 90 per cent of those killed;, so they 
spread lies about all sides being equally 
guilty. 

The best documented case is ‘Kenneth 
Roberts', the pseudonym of an employee of 
MI6. Britain's foreign intelligence service, 
who wrote articles datelined ‘Sarajevo’ for 
“The Times’ and the weekly ‘Spectator' in 
1 994 claiming that atrocities were being car- 
ried out equally in Bosnia by all sides. But 
hundreds of other Western journalists wrote 
foe same guff out of sheer ignorance and lazi- 
ness, without even being paid to lie. They just 
went to foe briefings, and passed on the spin 
they had been given. 

So no, ethnic hatreds in the Balkans are not 
dramatically worse than elsewhere, or at least 
they were not before several hundred thou- 
sand people died and several million lost their 
homes in Milosevic’s various wars. And even 
now. ‘ethnic hatred' is often a cover for less 
complex and completely non-historical 
motives — like greed. 

Many of the Kosovar refugees recently dri- 
ven into Macedonia had phones in their hous- 
es. of course, and inevitably curiosity drives 
some of them to call their home numbers. 
GjeraqinaTuhina, a journalist working for foe 
Institute for War and Peace Reporting who 
fled from Pristina last week, knows seven or 
eight who have tried. The conversation, she 
says, is always the same. 

Somebody answers the phone in Serbian 
The expellee asks; “Is this foe house of ( what- 
ever foe family’s name is)?” And the Serbian- 
speaker replies: “I don’t know whose it was 
before, but it’s mine now.” 

The writer is on independent London-based 
journalist whose articles are published in 45 
countries 


Prostitution 
contravenes 
S rights 

J By Waked M- Sadi 
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] IN AN earlier article I raised the ques- 
tion of whether prostitution dc jure or 
j de facto poses issues under human 
| rights law. As pointed out. in the U.N. 

‘ Committee on Economic. ScnriaT and 

• Cultural Rights of which 1 am 3 mcm- 
; her. 17 out of the 18 members reject the 

• notion that prostitution raises human 
4 rights questions. Admittedly, when I 
, kept hammering on the point that the 

• Committee should quiz stales where 
prostitution is legalised or exists de 

! facto on whether such a phenomenon 
: violates the Intemarional Covenant on 
; Economic. Social and Cultural Rights 
i (ESCR). I did so on the basis of foe 
I Covenant itself. It was clear m my 
j mind, prostitution per se violates eco- 
I no mic, social and cultural rights tn one 
way or another. Little did I or my col- 
leagues know that there is a 
Convention on this vers subject It is 
foe Convention for the Suppression of 
foe Traffic in persons and the 
Exploitation of the Prostitution of 
Others that came into force on JuK 25, 
1951. 

The Convention deals foe traffic in 
persons for foe purpose of prostitution 
as incompatible with foe dignity and 
worth of the human person, and w hich 
endangers the welfare of the individ- 
ual, foe family and foe community, 
propositions that dearly fall under the 
Covenant on ESCR. 

The Convention also records that the 
trafficking of women and children vio- 
late (1) the International Agreement of 
May IS. 1904 against trafficking in 
white slavery. (2j foe International 
Convention of May 4. 1910 on foe 
same subject, (3) foe International 
Convention of September 30. 1921 i 
against trafficking in women and chil- ! 
dren. and i4j foe International i 
Convention of 1933 against trafficking 
in adult women. j 

1 crunc * 1 ^. nejs in tii e Convention of \ 
lyoi are contained in Article I where it I 
is stipulated that state parties acree to - 
punish any person who. to cratifv foe j 
passions of another t I j * procures, i 
entices or leads away, for foe purpose ! 
of prostmmon. another person, even : 
with foe consent of that' person: t2> 1 

so? f , [°l tIlulion of an °focr per- ! 

-on. even with foe consent of that per- j 

StalCS that P anies agree to ! 
punish any person who ill keeps or ! 

S s ; . or h ^m S ly finances or j 
For P Th m lhe fmancin ? * brothel. 
leealuJ h «r ‘ oumrics *hidi have ! 

rSll ?- pro * ,!i : u ™ or tolerate it. this i 
on cS/Tnd h p i , niernation '»l Covenant ! 
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biantK changing. Thi* r* perhaps 
whv foe l\S.. the world leader in 
information technology has wit- 
nessed such a long period i*cv?n 
vearsi of continuing economic 
rrowth while che rest of the world 
remained subject to traditional 
business cycle**. 

Accordingly, where »s Jordan in 
all this? It V firmly in foe factor- 
driven stage. To move to the next 
stage, the factors have to improve, 
technologv must be brought in 
and employed, protection where 
neces^arv must be offered — on 
condition that foe protection is 
temporary and will surely be 
removed, w hich is very difficult to 
do unless cabinets serve longer 
ana. at least, for specific periods 
that are well know n in advance — 
and investment is truthfully 
encouraged. 

So where do you see Jordan 
twentv \ ears from now? It 
depends. 
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Oracles, empires and early Islamic intrigues: Eight centuries 
of ancient history at Humayma in south Jordan — part I 


(Note: This is the Just of three arti- 
cles on the excavations and surveys 
at Humayma in south Jordan. 
Today's article explores the earliest 
Nabataean town, while the second 
article next week describes the 
Roman town and the third article will 
look at the Byzantine and Islamic era 
settlements.) 

ONE OF the undiscovered treasures of 
Jordan's antiquities is the ancient 
townsite of Humayma, in south-west 
Jordan, below the Ras en-Naqb 
plateau, and now more easily accessi- 
ble thanks to a paved road from the 
Aqaba-Ma'an highway. 

Located in a beautiful, remote, 
desert landscape amidst mountains 
and plateaus, historically this is also a 
most significant site: it includes one of 
the earliest known Nabataean towns, a 
tale of a Nabataean king following the 
orders of an oracle, the longest known 
Nabataean ceramic water pipeline, the 
earliest known Roman fort in Jordan, 
and a rare local Abbasid era mosque 
and palatial borne, and it was the cru- 
cible of the Abbasid family revolt 
against the early Islamic Umayyad 
dynasty in Damascus. 

Humayma’s ancient history, archi- 
tecture. and impressive exploitation of 
local natural resources are all better 
known today, following six seasons of 
excavations and surveys by a Canadi- 
an-led multinational team headed by 
Dr. John Oleson, professor in the 
Department of Greek and Roman 
Studies at the University of Victoria 
(Victoria, British Columbia, Canada). 

Co-directors of the work are Dr. 
Kheiriyeh ‘Amr of the Jordanian 
Department of Antiquities. Dr. Robert 
Schick (Albright Institute, Jerusalem), 
and Rebecca Foote of Harvard Univer- 
sity. 

The work is conducted in coopera- 
tion with the Jordanian Department of 
Antiquities, with logistical support 
provided by the American Centre of 
Oriental Research (ACOR) in 
Amman. The principal hinder for the 
project has been the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada and the University of Victoria, 
with additional funding from the Max 
van Berchem Foundation (Geneva, 
Switzerland ). the Taggart Foundation 
(New York, U.S.'h and the Jordanian 
Department of Antiquities. 

The modem study of Humayma 
started with a series of site and region- 
al surveys in the 1980s, followed by 
six excavation seasons that have 
revealed the remains of a settlement 
that lasted for some 800 years — dur- 
ing the Nabataean. Roman. Byzantine 
and early Islamic eras. 

The Nabataeans probably knew the 
town by the name of Hawar, in Roman 
and Byzantine times its name changed 
to Auara (also referred to in ancient 
texts as Hauare, Havana, and Haua- 
nae). The name Humayma was first 
used in the early Islamic period. 

Humayma is fascinating because it 
reveals a combination of imperial and 
local cultures, without interruption 
over eight centuries of time. Visible 



:.-V 





One of the large Nabataean water reservoirs, with the stone- 
built inlet pipe in foreground (photo by Rami G. Khouri) 


here are the symbols of flourishing 
regional kingdoms and foreign imper- 
ial domination, as well as the simple 
lives of ordinary local people who 
seem to have accommodated them- 
selves rather well to whomever hap- 
pened to be in political control during 
their lifetimes. 

“We have nice insights into how 
ordinary people in Humayma lived 
during the eight centuries of the site's 
use, and we see that political and reli- 
gious symbols changed while people's 
identities, culture, and daily routines 
changed much more slowly,” Oleson 
said. “One thing was clear throughout 
all this time, though” he added, “the 
people always paid attention to their 
water supply system and maintained it 
in good working order.” 

King Axetas' oracle 

The site was first settled around 80 BC 
when the Nabataean King Aretas HI 
founded a town there — partly in 
response to an oracle he consulted^ but 
also presumably to settle the local 
nomadic population and maintain con- 
trol of the strategic route in the south 
between Petra and Aqaba. His con- 
struction of a massive water conduit 
and storage reservoir must have been a 
key attraction for Nabataean nomads 
or villagers to settle there. Aretas HI 
may have established this ^tnd other 
Nabataean towns — aiming at seden- 
tarisation-of die nomadic, 
a response to the shift of global trade 
routes to the Suez area," instead of 
through Petra. Oleson said in a recent 
interview in Amman. 

Nabataean homes were identified 
and excavated for the first time in 
1995-96, including 1st and 2nd centu- 
ry AD stone and mudbrick houses 
with wall frescos in some cases. The 
most recent work indicates that much 
of the earliest Nabataean settlement 
(built largely of mudbricks) is pre- 
served less than half a metre below the 
surface. 

The initial excavations in 1991-95 
focused on the town centre, specifical- 
ly examining the Nabataean necropo- 


lis, a 2nd-to-3rd century AD house, 
the Roman fort, four Byzantine 
churches, several early Islamic hous- 
es, and the qasr (palatian residence) 
and mosque of the Abbasid family. In 
1996 and 1998. the team examined a 
possible Nabataean camping area, 
domestic structures from die lst-2nd 
centuries AD. the interior of the 
Roman fort, the Abbasid qasr. and a 
nearby military watchtower. They 
again identified structures and occupa- 
tional phases from the early 
Nabataean through the Abbasid peri- 
ods. whose wide range of facilities 
included evidence of nomadic occupa- 
tion along with structures used for 
domestic, military, religious, and 
hydraulic purposes. 

The first Nabataean town 

In several parts of the site, much Early 
and Middle Nabataean pottery was 
recovered, but without corresponding 
built structures from that period. This 
suggests to Oleson that “the 
Nabataean era ceramics, including 
whole vessels, were deposited by indi- 


viduals living in tents, possibly draw- 
ing their water from an adjacent cis- 
tern." He thought the area in question 
may have served as a camping ground 
for the family that owned the cistern 
and that “from time to time participat- 
ed in the events at Hawar or tended 
crops in the adjacent fields, which 
were well watered by the outflow of 
the wadi that passed through the set- 
tlement” A relatively well preserved 
house dating from the Middle 
Nabataean period, probably built of 
mudbricks on a stone foundation, adds 
to the evidence of a significant 
Nabataean occupation of the site in the 
1st and 2nd centuries AD. 

This modest structure offers a 
glimpse of what may have been a typ- 
ical family house in a settlement that 
depended mainly on pastoral and agri- 
cultural activities. 

The building remains an aid to meet 
one of the goals of the project, which 
has always been “to reconstruct the 
day-to-day activities of the people of 
Hawar during the Nabataean period, 
and the structures in which they lived,” 
according to Oleson. 

Another Nabataean structure made 
mostly of mudbrick was also excavat- 
ed in 1996, though it also included 
stone door jambs, installations, and 
roof-support arches. It was decorated 
inside with a fresco painting on the 
mudbrick walls and the stone arches, 
with motifs such as vines, grape clus- 
ters, and human figures. 

The extensive use of mudbricks to 
build houses suggests to the project 
team that other such Nabataean build- 
ing remains may be buried in the adja- 
cent field, despite a lack of evidence 
for them on the surface of the earth. 

The Nabataean town flourished for a 
combination of reasons: its local agri- 
culture and livestocking resources, 
proximity to the Nabataean capital at 
Petra, and exploitation of its strategic 
location on the main north-south 
Roman highway from Aqaba to Petra 
and Bostra (today in southern Syria). 
This was the only major Nabataean 
town between Petra to the north and 





the city of Hegra to the south (modem 
Medain Saleh, in Saudi Arabia). . 

Nabataean Humayma’s status 
seems not to have changed much 
when the Nabataean kingdom became 
a client state of Rome around 64-63 
BC, after the Roman General Pompey 
annexed the area of modem north Jor- 
dan and south Syria into the Roman 
Empire. The town and its people lived 
a relatively secure and prosperous 
life, thanks in pan to an impressive 
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A Nabataean dam in the Jabal Qalkha area, one of many such 
facilities that fed into Humayma’s regional water collection 
system (photo by John Oleson) 


A stone-roofed Nabataean cistern at the north end of Humay- 
ma (photo by John Oleson) 


water system that provided for the 
needs of the people, the herds of ani- 
mals, and crops irrigation. 

Masterful water system 

The water system documented at and 
around Humayma is perhaps its most 
impressive single element. It was ini- 
tially built in the Nabataean period, 
but was consistently maintained and 
used in all other succeeding eras (until 
today, when some cisterns are still 
used by local bedouin livestockers and 
farmers). 

The Nabataean water system com- 
prised the longest Nabataean water 
channel ever documented — a total 27 
kilometres long. It broughr water to a 
large reservoir at the settlement from 
the springs of *Ain Ghana, ‘Ain Jam- 
mam, and ‘Aiit esh-Sbarah, in the 
nearby Ras en-Naqb hills to the north. 
19 kilometres from Humaynia as the 
crow flies. The roofed channel was 
made of stone conduit blocks arranged 
end-to-end. 

Another reservoir with a capacity of 
1273 cubic metres was later built 
inside the Roman fort The town had 
16 other, sometimes roofed, public 
reservoirs and private cisterns, and 
another 41 cisterns were located in the 
surrounding plain and foothills, along 
with dams, wadi barriers, and run-off 
fields. Oleson has calculated that the 
entire water conveyance and storage 
system could have made available to 
the population a maximum of 9050 
cubic metres of water, with some 4284 


cubic metres of water stored within 
the town itself. This would have sup- 
ported a maximum population of just 
over 725 people, and less if some of 
the water was used for animals and 
irrigation. 

Water flowed in the long stone chan- 
nel at a rale of some 6.2 cubic metres 
per hour, feeding the reservoirs in and 
around the town. Along its entire route 
the channel dropped from 1425 to 955 
metres above sea level; its average 
slope was 2.45 per cent, but the actual 
slope varied from one to 45 per cent en 
route. 

Several facilities built along the route 
of the channel allowed access to the 
water, these included a ci stem-1 ike box 
and a circular stone stmerure with a 
central tank, a large open cistern, and 
another circular stone structure. When 
one branch of the system seemed no 
have suffered sedimentation problems, 

* these were resolved By building at least 
five settling tanks. 

The survey of an area of 125 square 
kilometres around the settlement iden- 
tified an extensive regional water sys- 
tem that saw ancient Auara reach out 
further into its countryside to get its 
water than any other Nabataean settle- 
ment, Oleson said. The water system 
comprised a total of 61 different sites 
and facilities, including the long aque- 
duct. four springs, 51 cisterns (of which 
14 were roofed with typical Nabataean 
stone slabs carried on arches), a dam, 
two wadi barriers, six artificial terraces 
and stone piles, and several cleared 
fields and miscellaneous facilities. 


Doctors enthuse over new No Viagra? Try dried lizard 
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By Maggie Fox 

Reuters 

JUST A year after the breast cancer 
drug tamoxifen was found to protect 
even healthy women against breast 
cancer, a new generation of drugs 
now being tested may do even better, 
doctors say. 

They are enthusiastic about studies 
that show an improved version of 
tamoxifen can stop breast cancer 
tumours in mice. A second drug that 
takes a completely different approach 
has been found to shrink breast cancer 
tumours in mice when used with 
tamoxifen much more than tamoxifen 
alone. 

“We’re all just salivating,” Donald 
Von Hoff, a cancer researcher in Sap 
Antonio and the newly elected presi- 
dent of the American Association for 
Cancer Research (AACR). told 
Reuters in an interview. 

But he said the drugs are a long way 
from being used to prevent breast can- 
cer, although they have the potential. 

“You’ve got to get a good safety 
record first,” he said. 

That means testing the drugs — 
Zeneca’s faslodex and Ligand Phar- 
maceuticals' targretin — first in 
patients whose breast cancer has 
come back despite treatment with 
tamoxifen. 

Von Hoff says if taigretin and 
faslodex work in such patients, they 
will probably also work to prevent 
breast cancer in women who have a 
high risk of the disease. 

“When you see activity in a patient 
(whose cancer has spread), that is 


very incredible.” Von Hoff said. “It 
means it will be so much more effec- 
tive in an early situation.” Most 
patients who take tamoxifen eventual- 
ly develop tumours that resist the 
drug, so a big priority is to find drugs 
that can step in and belp when it fails. 

Faslodex, known as a “pure oestro- 
gen antagonist,” has very strong 
effects in mice, Kent Osborne of the 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Centre in 
Houston. Texas, told the AACR. 

“I really believe that these pure 
antagonists can actually cure cancer 
of the breast in these models,” 
Osborne told the opening session of 
the meeting. 

Tamoxifen, made by British drug 
giant Zeneca under the name 
Nolvadex, cannot only treat breast 
cancer but has been shown to reduce 
the risk of breast cancer by 49 per 
cent when used by healthy women at 
high risk of breast cancer. 

It acts against oestrogen sometimes, 
blocking its bad effects on cancer 
cells, yet stimulates the hormone’s 
effects when they are positive, keep- 
ing an ageing woman’s bones strong. 

But it is not perfect, as it can also 
stimulate the hormone's effects on the 
ovaries and thus increase the risk of 
rare ovarian cancer. 

Another drug, raloxifene, is market- 
ed to prevent osteoporosis but has 
similar effects to tamoxifen. Sold by 
Eli Lilly and Co. under the name 
E vista, it may also prevent cancer. 

U.S. government and academic 
researchers are currently testing 
tamoxifen and raloxifene head-to- 
head against one another in a big trial. 


Faslodex is in phase HI clinical tri- 
als, meaning it is being tested in 
humans to see if it works, against 
advanced breast cancer that has 
become resistant to tamoxifen. 

“We only have minimal information 
right now on faslodex in people,” 
Osborne said in an interview. 

“But in the lab ... it’s better than 
other forms of endocrine (hormonal) 
therapy that we’ve seen so far. In 
maybe 20 per cent of mice treated 
with that drug, the tumour never 
comes back. Even when you biopsy 
the area where the tumour was, you 
don’t see viable tumour cells.” He 
said the effects are far more dramatic 
than other current treatments for 
breast cancer. 

“It’s a very subtle improvement but 
it’s important,” Judah Folkman, one 
of the country's most respected can- 
cer researchers, told a news briefing. 

Targretin takes a different approach. 
It affects so-called retinoid receptors 
on cells, which are important for con- 
trolling cells. It does not seem to 
affect hormones. 

When targretin is given along with 
tamoxifen to mice infected with 
breast cancer, the combination 
shrinks 94 per cent of tumours, Eric 
Bischoff, a scientist at Ligand, told 
the AACR. 

That compares to 33 per cent of 
tumours in mice treated with tamox- 
ifen only. The company has started 
phase 13 clinical trials in people to 
determine whether the drug is safe 
and hopes to release its first- findings 
later this year. 


By Cynthia Johnston 

Reuters 

TWO YEARS ago doctors told Abdul- 
lah Asran that his infont son, stricken 
with a blood disorder, might never 
fully recover. Asran knew better. 

He treated his child with the oil 
made from black caraway seeds, said 
to be a cure for all ailments, and 
prayed. 

*1 gave him a spoonful of habbat al- 
baraka and a spoonful of honey every 
morning without the doctor’s knowl- 
edge,” Asran said. 

“After a week, he became very 
strong with the help of God.” Deep in 
the narrow alleyways of Islamic 
Cairo, dozens of traditional herbalists 
offer natural cures for diabetes and 
infertility in addition to everyday 
spices. Signs in the backs of shops 
boast herbs to help customers gain 
weight, lose weight, combat hair loss, 
relieve headaches and soothe nerves. 

Nearly all have a barrel of habbat al- 
baraka, the little black seed, placed 
strategically in front of their shops. 

“The people here like' to get its oil 
because it is scientifically proven that 
it contains many elements that 
improve your immunity,” said Ahmed 
Gomaa Khidr. a 37-year-old third gen- 
eration herbalist 

Experts say herbal treatments have 
enjoyed renewed popularity in Egypt 
in the past few years, and babbat al- 
baraka is leading the pack. 

Street kiosks in central Cairo hawk 
pamphlets with titles like “herbs and 
women” and “herbs and sex." One 
renowned Egyptian biologist has 
endorsed herbal cures, within limits, 
on his weekly television programme. 

Experts say the renewed popularity 
of herbal medicine in Cairo has coin- 


cided with an Islamic revival. For 
pious Muslims who avoid stimulants 
such as coffee and tea, herbal medi- 
cine provides a religiously correct 
alternative. 

“The people who practice herbal 
medicine tend to have beards. They 
are very much into religion,” said 
Madiha A1 Safty, a sociology profes- 
sor at the American University in 
Cairo. 

Habbat al-baraka, Khidr says, was 
prescribed by the Prophet Mohammad 
himself. 

“It comes from Islam. There is a 
Hadith,” he said, referring to a saying 
of the prophet. “The black seed is a 
treatment for everything except 
death.” Safty said it was difficult to 
know whether the hadith had any 
validity. 

“People always quote a Hadith to 
support what they’re doing,” she said. 
“But there’s no harm in using habbat 
al-baraka." Pharmacologist Abdul 
Rahman A1 Naggar disagrees, 
although be occasionally prescribes 
the herb to treat asthma. 

“Our Prophet Mohammad was not a 
medical person," he said. 

“People who go (to herbalists) are 
either ignorant or have tried every- 
thing in modem medicine with no 
cure” 

Although imported herbs from India 
were once very popular, attention is 
now turning to herbs grown at home. 

In the 1940s, when Egypt was still 
under British influence. Khidr’s 
grandfather used opium and marijua- 
na in herbal mixtures. 

Spices from abroad were plentiful 
and cheap. 

That changed with stringent drug 
laws and the drying up of sources of 
rare medicinal herbs. 


“I wish people used herbs as we 
used them in the past,” said one elder- 
ly customer, dressed in a traditional 
black cloak and headscarf. “If you 
have a disease, you have only to eat 
some herbs. J don’t use chemical med- 
icines." Yet some potent cures remain. 
Khidr says, pulling oui a plastic bag of 
dried reptiles. A lizard, he says, is the 
secret ingredient in one mixture that 
elderly customers lake to ward oil' 
winter chills. 

But that’s not all it does. 

“It strengthens you,” he said, blush- 
ing. “It isj a substitute for Viagra." Oil 
pressed from the skin of a non-poiso- 
nous snake can be rubbed on the joints 
to treat rheumatism and back pain. 

“It is not very popular.” he said. 
“People are afraid of it.” Although 
Khidr offers some exclusively male 
treatments, like those for hair loss, 
many are targeted at women. 

A fenugreek tea will help women lo 
breast-feed. A stringy root called 
mughat promotes recovery from 
childbirth. A cinnamon drink is sup- 
posed to induce abortion. 

Safty said the vogue for herbal cures 
is partly economic. 

Doctors are expensive. A small bot- 
tle of habbat al-baraka costs only 2.5 
pounds ($0.75), 

“If something goes wrong, it is the 
husband and children who go to the 
doctor," she said. “Priority goes to the 
other members of the family." Gov- 
ernment clinics are supposed to pro- 
vide affordable medical care, but 
Safty said some Egyptian women 
might feel more comfortable going to 
a herbalist, just as they might resort to 
the services of a traditional midwife. 

“It’s just that this has been the cul- 
ture. Women treat themselves at 
home " she said. 
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IMF set to release new Barak vows new 
forecasts as crisis eases economic priorities 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) puts out new 
views and forecasts on the 
state of the world economy 
this week, amid signs that a 
deep economic crisis may at 
last have passed its peak. 

But officials launching the 
IMFs closely watched 
World Economic Outlook, 
due for release on Tuesday, 
see problems as well as 
promise on the economic 
horizon. 

“In the fall we were about 
an inch from the edge of the 
cliff. I think we are probably 
now about a mile from the 
edge of the cliff,” said Clyde 
Presto witz of the Economic 
Strategy Institute in Wash- 
ington. 

“The immediate crisis is 
past but there are a lot of 
uncertainties out there that 
are still quite dangerous." he 
added. 

Both the IMF and inde- 
pendent analysts say the 
U.S. economy, long the 
engine hauling a sluggish 
world away from recession, 
must slow one day. and the 
fund sees risks from high 
U.S. stock valuations and 
from delays in reforming 
infrastructures in countries 
where the crisis started 21 
months ago. 

“There are certainly big 
vulnerabilities in the United 
States, probably the biggest 
being the stock market." 
said Nariman Behravesh. 
chief international econo- 
mist at Standard and Poor's, 
adding that a stock market 
crash would cause a slow- 
down rather than recession 
in the world biggest econo- 
my. 

“Certainly financial mar- 
kets have stabilised (from 
six months ago), but there's 
a lag between a financial 
market rebound and a 
rebound in the real economy 
and there will be further 
declines for several coun- 
tries." she added. 

The IMF has been revising 
its world growth forecasts 
down steadily since late 
1997 after it became clear 
that problems in the devel- 
oping world were not just 
what U.S. President Bill 
Clinton once infamously 
described as “a gliich on the 
road." 

Twelve months ago it still 
expected 3.7 per cent global 
growth in 1999, by October 
last year the figure had been 
revised down to 2.5 per cent 
and the latest outlook, pub- 
lished in December 1998, 
saw world growth of 2.2 per 
cent 

But economists say the 
focus of concern has shifted 
since last autumn, when the 


crisis spread to Brazil and 
when central banks in North 
America and Europe cut 
interest rates to stimulate 
economies and ease fears 
that credit was drying up. 

Brazil is recovering slowly 
from a crisis induced by the 
collapse of its once-proud 
currency, the real, and Asia's 
one-time “tiger” economies 
are starting to grow again. 

Now western Europe is 
under the spotlight, amid 
concern that a surprisingly 
large half-point cut in inter- 
est rates by the European 
Central Bank last week 
might not be enough to off- 
set the drag on growth from 
rigid economic systems. 

The fund is worried about 
slowdowns in Germany, 
Italy and — to a lesser extent 
— in France, and it hopes 
that this will turn out to be a 
temporary phase, followed 
by recovery. 

Japan's economy is still 
contracting, although the 
government is pumping 
money into the economy 
and pushing ahead with cor- 
porate sector reforms, and 
the IMF sees a chance of 
growth resuming in the sec- 
ond half of 1999. 

The launch of the IMF 
economic report will be fol- 
lowed by a string of top 
level gatherings in Washing- 
ton. including an April 26 
meeting of finance ministers 
and central bank chiefs from 
the Group of Seven industri- 


alised countries — Britain, 
Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan and the United 
States. 

The IMFs policy-making 
Interim Committee meets 
the following day for discus- 
sions expected to centre on 
economies and efforts to 
correct the problems which 
helped cause die damaging 
economic crash. 

These discussions — the 
participants refer to them 
broadly as “ finan cial archi- 
tecture” — will include 
efforts to increase the flow 
of information and persuade 
long-secretive central 
bankers to tell the world 
what they are up to. 

Another topic will be debt 
relief, including the reform 
of a landmark international 
programme for highly 
indebted countries, the 
HIPC initiative, which 
rewards poor but reformist 
debtor states by forgiving up 
to SO per cent of their debt 

A report to the boards of 
the IMF and World Bank 
and obtained by Reuters last 
week said that the initiative 
“in absolute terms may not 
be significantly reducing 
debt service from current 
levels paid.” 

Participants in the discus- 
sions said this comment 
should not detract from the 
S8.5 billion in promised 
reductions in the volume of 
debts owed by the HIPC 
candidate countries. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Labour Party leader Ehud 
Barak said on Sunday he 
would set new budget pri- 
orities in a bid to revive 
economic growth if he 
formed the next govern- 
ment after the May 17 gen- 
eral election. 

“Our aim is...siable, sus- 
tainable growth.” the main 
opposition party's candi- 
date for prime minister told 
a news conference. 

Barak said he would 
revise the 1999 budget by 
Sept 1 to increase educa- 
tion spending and create 
300,000 new jobs over four 
years. 

Barak also said he would 
reduce transfer payments 
and allocate more funds for 
infrastructure, encouraging 
investments, research and 
development, and job 
training. 

Barak said his govern- 
ment would also focus on 
mass transit projects in the 
Greater Tel Aviv area as 
well as completion of a 
rapid rail system linking 
outlying towns with Tel 
Aviv. 

He declined to give spe- 
cific figures on his pro- 
posed budget revisions. 

Barak emphasised the 
link between advancing 
Middle East peace and eco- 
nomic growth. 

“There is no chance to 
seriously carry out globali- 
sation. privatisation, dereg- 


ulation if there isn't first of 
all normalisation," he said. 

Economic growth slowed 
to 2.0 per cent in 1998 
from 4.7 per cent in 1996, 
when Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu led 
his Likud Party to an elec- 
tion victory over Labour. 

Barak said he would form 
a social-economic kitchen 
cabinet and a broader 
“social-economic security 
council" comprising gov- 
ernment and business lead- 
ers. 

He wanted to see more 
shares in privatised gov- 
ernment companies sold to 
the broad public. 

“I would tike to see a 
large portion of the 
assets... in the hands of the 
public, to create a situation 
where a broad sector of the 
public are shareholders and 
not simply concentrate the 
capital.-in the hands of 10 
or 20 families." he said. 

The Labour leader said 
he supported an indepen- 
dent central bank but added 
thai he hoped to encourage 
the Bank of Israel to lower 
interest rates by exercising 
fiscal restraint. 

Barak also left open the 
possibility of raising the 
government's 1999 infla- 
tion target of four per cent 
if it appears to be unrealis- 
tic. 

“But it definitely would 
not rise or double to nine or 
ten per cent.” he added. 
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Castro blasts WTO as 1 instrument of exploitation ’ 


HAVANA fR) — Cuban 
President Fidel Castro, pre- 
senting an apocalyptic vision 
of the capitalist-dominated 
world as “a gigantic casino.” 
has criticised the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) as a 
“fearful instrument of 
recolonisation and exploita- 
tion”. 

Addressing Caribbean 
leaders at a summit meeting 
in Santo Domingo on Satur- 
day. the Cuban leader said 
developing countries needed 
to have a dear idea of w hat 
international organisations 
and treaties like the WTO, 
the U.S.-proposed Caribbean 
basin 

initiative and the Lome 
accord really meant for them. 

“I see (the WTO) as a fear- 
ful instrument of recolonisa- 
tion and exploitation of the 
world," Castro said. 

He called on the nations of 
the Caribbean region to join 
together “to make claims, to 
denounce things, to express 
the realities of the world that 
we are living in." 

The Cuban leader's 
unscripted, impassioned 


address to die more than 20 
heads of state at the Associa- 
tion of Caribbean States 
(ACS) meeting were broad- 
cast by Cuban state television 
on Saturday night and cited 
on Sunday by Cuban news- 
papers- 

Cascro referred to a recem 
WTO ruling which upheld a 
complaint by the United 
States that European Union 
banana import regulations 
favoured former European 
colonies in the Caribbean 
over Latin American banana 
producers, where U.S. multi- 
nationals operate. 

“Why should it be taking 
away the livelihood of 
numerous small Caribbean 
economies which live off 
bananas, just to benefit a big 
US. transnational compa- 
ny?" be asked. 

The Cuban leader, wearing 
atie and a dark suit instead of 
his usual, trademark olive- 
green military uniform, 
evoked what has become a 
familiar, almost obsessional 
theme for him; That the glob- 
alised. capitalist world domi- 
nated by the United States 


favoured rich countries and 
condemned developing 
nations to even greater pover- 
ty and under-development. 

In this vision, he saw inter- 
national organisations like 
die WTO benefiting the US 
and other developed powers. 

‘They want to convert the 
Third World into a great big 
free trade zone _. they’ve set 
us to c omp et e among our- 
selves to see who grants the 
most facilities and who 
charges the lowest taxes,” he 
added 

Commenting on the spend- 
ing priorities of the industri- 
alised powers. Castro asked: 
“How much is spent on aims, 
luxuries, aircraft carriers, bat- 
tleships, planes, missiles, the 
conquest of space „ And in 
contrast, how much is spent 
on development?" 

“This world is a gigantic 
casino, a chaos.” he added. 

Castro said the industri- 
alised powers, especially the 
United States, spent less and 
less of their annual budgets 
on aid for developing nations, 
while vast suras of money 
were being spent on financial 


speculation every day. 

He added that in contrast 
Cuba, despite its economic 
problems, had sent several 
hundred doctors and nurses 
to help central American 
nations devastated by hurri- 
cane Mitch last year. “We 
don’t have money, but we do 
have a certain amount of 
human capital ” Castro said. 
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British Band in Amman 


MANCHESTER BAND Mini Alex will be louring Amman for 
10 days through April as pan of a promotions package for a 
major cigarette company. The band, who arc being closely 
watched by leading record companies in the LX and are tour- 
ing the major venues back in England including the prestigious 
Marquee Club in London, have also come to Jordan to record 
tracks for a forthcoming release. The band, w ho play in a new 
soul and jazz funk style will be playing at four of Amman’s 
major venues. 

jEtab — Wednesday 21 st April: Champions — Monday 26^ 

I April; Boiler Room — Thursday. 29^ April; The British Club 
Abdoun — Friday 30th April. 
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The Amman Marriott Hotel organises an 
Egg-Hunt for the children of the SOS Milage 

On Tuesday. April 13, 1999. the Amman Marriott Hotel 
organised an Egg-Hunt for the children of the SOS Vil- 
lage - Amman on the occasion of Easter. It was a dav full 
of fun for the children. This came as pan of the Amman 
Marriott's ongoing support of the SOS Village and con- 
tinuous involvement with their activities. 


THE Daily Crossword Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Melancholy 
6 International 
monetary 
standard 

10 Black Sea arm 

14 Tropical vino 

15 Wfric 

16 Ihka or cargo 

17 Fall blossom 

18 Squirrel away 

19 South of 
France 

20 Letters before 
AA7 

21 Cabbie In 
"Aurora 1 

24 Coo&dge’s VP 

25 Collars 

26 FU with efismay 

29 Give 
temporarily 

30 CabWe in The 
Purple Taxi" 

33 Cadence count 

36 Got up 

37 Citrus drink 

36 Remain 

39 Take one's pick 

40 Cabbie In 
"Night on 
Earth" 

44 Here again 

45 Dormant 

45 Actress Danes 

49 Interviewer 
Couric 

51 Cabbie m "Die 
Laughing" 

53 _ Lanka 

55 Racetrack 
shape 

57 Conkla cafe 

56 Two-footed 
animal 

60 Outdoor gala 

61 Toward shelter 

62 Bay window 

63 Vichy very 

64 Take a sample 

55 Darling of 

■PetarPan' 
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By Robert Zlnttnanran 

Sen Diego, CA 


DOWN 

1 Pleased 

2 Lean toons 
side 

3 Triggers lunch 

4 indeBnife 
pronoun 


5 Sdfianwlne 

6 Quebec 
perrinstie 

7 Colorful marine 
fish 

B Son of Jacob 

9 Visionary 

ID Oval nut 

11 MobutuSese 
Sato's country 

12 More pecufiar 

13 Leaf Does 

22 Wide-eyed 
predators 

23 Queue 

24 Miami's county 

26 '60S do 

27 Telephone on 
stags, a.g. 

28 Nuisance 

29 Legal dam 

31 Siermanor 
panzer 

32 "Much 

About Nothing" 

33 Take cover 

34 Paradse lost 

35 Jaunty 

38 Eight Ms 

40 Watchful 


HHQDB Q0E30Q □□□ 
00000 □□□□□ nmu 
oiansanaaiaBa edhd 

□QE1DHEQS 0000130 
00130 Q00QQ0I3 
OD0D0Q EinDEQ 
□00 QQSEIHEIBHnSO 
□BOB DIBO 0000 
□□□□□□□□□□a man 
□0E3Q0 000000 
0000000 OCJ0Q 
□00000 0000QD00 
D0Z3 (90000000 0HI1 
000 0E3QOQ 00000 
□00 00000 D00O0 
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41 Vessel With 
runners 

42 Chak member 

43 "Over the 

44 Gideons’ gifts 

46 Tenant farm in 
Scotland 

47 Paramour 

48 Lessen 


49 Houwmafdfc 
joints 

50 Something of 
value 

52 Ranch pronoun 

53 Joyride 

54 Mash (psss 

55 Lazily 
59 Dander 
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Hamarneh highlights importance of public 
sector role in investment 


** REFERRING TO the Jordanian experi- 
ence and that of other countries like Jordan. 
Munir Hamarneh described the investments 
of the public sector as necessary. “As such, 
suitable formulas should be sought to develop 
the relationship between the private and pub- 
lic sectors on the basis of coordination and 
partnership and not on the understanding that 
the private sector replaces the public sector" 
said Hamarneh who is a professor of eco- 
nomics at the University of Jordan. “The pub- 
lic sector should be a partner with the private 
sector in developing the country" he stressed. 

Hamarneh indicated that the economic 
measures required should focus on lifting the 
country from the crisis or facing it with the 
best possible means. He emphasised the 
necessity to benefit from the positive and neg- 
ative results of previous practices. “The main 
direct target should be increasing the invest- 
ment rate, especially in the commodities sec- 
tor. as it is the most significant measure to 
confront unemployment?’ the professor said. 

He demanded that the government take 
measures related primarily to encouraging 
local investment and preventing capital flight 


noting in this regard that “the economic and 
social issue is very healed and the Jordanian 
economy is passing through a real crisis for a 
number of years with negative effects espe- 
cially in the rise of poverty and unemploy- 
ment rates.” . 

Hamarneh said an economic and social 
development plan should be formulated to 
resolve the “contradiction that is crushing 
wide sectors of the society” as a result of the 
imbalance between wages and incomes on the 
one hand and rising pices on the other. Such 
a plan, he added, is necessary to face the con- 
tinued decline in living standards of most peo- 
ple. 

The economics professor underlined the 
importance of reducing the trade deficit which 
he blamed for keeping Jordan's indebtedness 
high. He also emphasised the need to lower 
the rate of high taxes, especially the sales tax 
and the inappropriate interest rale in order to 
widen local production opportunities. 

Hamarneh concluded by calling for a 
national economic conference to debate eco- 
nomic issues and to review past experiences 
t.Al Dustour). 


Survey finds 1997 as Jordan's best 
export year in three decades 


** JORDAN’S HIGHEST exports since 1965 
were posted in 1997 when the total export of 
services exceeded the S3.500 million mark and 
the total export of goods, including re-exports 
topped the S 1 .800 million level according to a 
1998 survey issued by the Ministry of 
Planning. The survey listed industrial exports 
as being the highest followed by raw materials, 
food and livestock. 

Geographically, the survey showed the Arab 
states taking 52 per cent of Jordanian exports 
followed by India and the European Union as 


both absorbed nine percent and seven per cent 
respectively. Indonesia took two per cent and 
eastern Europe one per cent while the remain- 
ing 29 per cent of exports went to other coun- 
tries all over the world. 

The survey said inports amounted to S4.1 
billion in 1997. Equipment and machinery 
accounted for 29 per cent, food tor 1 9 per cent, 
fuel for 13 per cent, chemicals (12 per cent, 
steel and iron (four per cent), textiles (three per 
cent ) and rubber and plastic ( three per cent )( A1 
Ra’i). 




FORECAST FOR MONDAY , APRIL 19, 1999 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You’re embroiled in a 
controversy, but don’t wony. You’re learning a lot from 
each other. Your position doesn’t need defending. The 
best pacts will be obvious to everyone,.andthe_ worst, 
parts can be easily abandoned. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your nerves may be 
just about frazzled by now. It feels like other people are 
running the show, and they’re not anywhere near as 
good at it as you’d like them to be. Don’t let the person 
who’s talking the loudest take control of the situation. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Everybody wants your 
time and attention. Unfortunately, you have trouble 
deciding which offer to accept. Go with the artist or 
poet. The intellectual type is a better match for you 
right now than the athlete. Choose brains over brawn. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) A domestic gathering 
could turn into a free-for-all if you’re not careful. You 
may find yourself playing the referee. That’s an unfor- 
tunate position to be in, since you have strong feelings 
about everything, too. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Continue to gather infor- 
mation and practise the skills you need to convince oth- 
ers to do things your way. Right now, it’s easier for you 
to learn and travel. Trying to do them both at the same 
time may be a little bit complicated, however. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Your main wor- 
ries have to do with money. Even if you have enough, 
you’ll think of some reason to worry. So don’t be sur- 
prised if this happens while you’re out shopping today. 
Just acknowledge it and get on about your business. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’re right in 
the middle of a debate, but you can hold your own 
against the most outrageous opinion. Your skill is in 
opening people's minds up a little. You don’t teH them 
they’re wrong, actually. You just don’t support their 
paranoia. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) People are 
interested in what you know. You're carefully protect- 
ing your resources, of course, but you could let a little 
more of the data into circulation. It’s not really gossip 
if you're trying to clear up confusion, rather than gen- 
erate it. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
want to go out, and your roommates or family want stay 
home. That’s OK. if you're just going for a little while. 
If you plan to be gone all weekend, however, tensions 
could develop. Just get home as soon as possible. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You’d 
like to stay home in bed all day, but it looks like you’ll 
have to travel instead. You’re being summoned by an 
older person, possibly a parent. Don’t worry. This isn t 
going to be as bad as you think. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There’s a lot 
on your plate today, but you're up for a challenge. Use 
technology to your advantage. If you ve got a laptop 
computer, for example, you can check your e-mail even 
if you’re far from home. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) It will be smarter 
to bring money into your account then to buy an expen- 
sive luxury item. The temptation to do the latter is 
going to be fierce, however. Hold off until tomorrow; 
you'll have a little more common sense then. 

Birthsione of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


Clarins 
boosts 
’98 net profit 
by 55.5% 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
cosmetics group Garins has 
announced that its 1998 net 
profits Tiad Jumped 552T per 
cent over 1997’s results to 
38.3 million euros ($41 mil- 
lion). 

The performance, based 
on increased sales and a 
larger operating profit mar- 
gin. more than compensated 
for the knocks given by the 
Asian financial crisis and 
investment in its Thierry 
Mugler clothing lines, it 
said 

Cosmetic sales increased 
by 9. 1 per cent to 572.6 mil- 
lion euros last year and the 
operating profit margin 
widened to 15.1 per cent 
from 12.9peTcenL 

Overall sales for the group 
increased 12.4 per cent to 
611.8 million euros, com- 
pared with 544.22 million 
euros in 1997. 

The company said that 
firs -quarter figures this year 
suggested 1999 will be at 
least as good. Consolidated 
sales had progressed 1 1 per 
cent to 172.1 million euros, 
leading Clarins to forecast 
10 per cent annual growth. 


Hafez tipped to head telecommunications corporation 


By Ghadeer Taber 

AMMAN — Former Post 
and Telecommunications 
Minister Suleiman Hafez is 
emerging as a key contender 
to head ihe Jordan 
Telecommunications 
Corporation (JTC), an offi- 
cial source said on Sunday. 


Hafez, who held the 
telecommunications portfo- 
lio in Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh’s government, is 
tipped to take over as JTC 
chairman after the contro- 
versial resignation of Ali 
Shukri in March. Hafez also 
served as finance minister in 
Abdul Salam Majali’s gov- 
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Elegant newly + renovated house in a 
classy neighbourhood close to a number 
of embassies and residences, between 
3rd & 4th Circles. Consists of 3 bed- 
rooms, 3 bathrooms, fireplace, French 
chapee boiler, mature spacious garden. 


Tel.: 4641641 

from 9-11 a.m., 1-4 and 7-9 p.m. 


eminent. 

“Hafez is experienced and 
is pro-privatisation...he is 
the top contender at this 
point, but nothing is final.'’ 
said the official. 

Shukri resigned almost 
immediately after the pre- 
sent government was 
formed in March over dif- 
ferences with 

Telecommunications 
Minister Jamal Saraireh on 
the running of the compa- 
ny's affairs. 

Hafez, who was replaced 
by Saraireh, was minister 
when the government last 
October suspended the sale 
of a 40 per cent share in the 
state-owned firm after one 
of the two companies vying 
for the stake withdrew from 
the deal. 

Neither Saraireh nor Hafez 


were available for comment 
on Sunday. But the new 
chairman and government 
will be faced with the task 
of restructuring the compa- 
ny setting it on the post- 
2002 course when its 
monopoly of domestic and 
international services ends. 

The proposal to sell a 
stake of the JTC to a strate- 
gic partner, which would 
have brought much-needed 
technical and management 
expertise to the company, 
appears to have been put on 
the shelf alter fierce public 
opposition to the strategy. 
The government is now 
looking into different sce- 
narios to privatise the com- 
pany. 

A recently completed eval- 
uation by international man- 
agement consultant Arthur 


Anderson recommended 
that, at present, an initial 
public offering or private 
placement “with the right 
conditions is likely to lead to 
a higher value for JTC than 
a strategic panner.” 

.Another official recently 
told the Jordan Times that 
Gulf telecommunications 
firms have expressed inter- 
est in buvini a stake in the 
JTC. 

Privatisation of state- 
assets is a key part of a 
three-year reform pro- 
gramme agreed to lust 
month between Jordan and 
the Internal ional Monetary' 
Fund. The plan sets timeta- 
bles. including a new strate- 
gy by end of June, on how to 
proceed with privatising the 
telecommunications firm. 


Influential investor warns 
against investing in U.S. stocks 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
influential U.S. investor. 
Warren Buffett, has advised 
private investors against 
buying U.S. stocks, which 
he said were at present “too 
expensive” even for a multi- 
millionaire like himself. 

“It’s tough because equity 
valuations at least in the 
U.S.. generally, are fairly 
full and I would not advise 
somebody in the U.S. that 
came in to some money 
right now, to rush right into 
the equity market." Buffett 
told the BBC. 

The U.S. market is cur- 
rently at record high points 
before the U.S. results sea- 
son. 

Asked just how expensive 
U.S. equities were at the 
moment, Buffett said: “Too 
expensive for me in virtual- 
ly all cases.” 

International markets have 
been desperately awaiting 
word from the head of the 
Berkshire Hathaway trust 
for more than a year. 

In 1997, Buffett spread 
euphoria and surprise 
through commodities mar- 


kets after he purchased 20 
per cent of world silver 
stocks. Dealers have tried in 
vain to glean some informa- 
tion about his movements 
since then. 

The investor qualified his 
warning against private pur- 
chases of shares by saying 
that in the long-term equi- 
ties would offer a healthy 
return. 

“If they are going to own 
it for a very long period of 
time equities are the place to 
be, but many people, partic- 
ularly if they haven’t been 
in equities before, if they go 
in at a time like this and 
prices should go down they 
might stan doubling their 
own judgement,” he said. 

Abby Joseph Cohen, chief 
strategist at Goldman Sachs 
and one of Wall Street’s 
most revered analysis, dis- 
agreed and insisted the cur- 
rent surge in U.S. stock 
prices was “fully warrant- 
ed.” 

“The rise we have seen in 
stock prices in the United 
Stales is frilly warranted by 
economic and corporate evi- 


dence.’’ she said in a speech 
to a meeting here of the 
World Economic Forum. 

Besides strong domestic 
demand and low inflation. 
Cohen said her outlook was 
supported by the fact that 
“some of the companies that 
did have profit problems in 
1998 are indicating that 
their environment is 
improving in 1999.” 

The U.S. economy is ben- 
efitting from the corporate 
restructuring that took place 
in the mid-1980s as well as 
from sound fiscal policies 
by the federal government. 

While U.S. economic 
momentum slowed in the 
first quarter of 1 999 from its 
fourth quarter pace of six 
per cent, growth this year 
should stay healthy, 

between three and four per- 
cent according to Cohen. 

She pointed to uncertain- 
ties complicating prospects 
for a recovery in Japan, the 
world’s second largest econ- 
omy. and to weakness in the 
European Union as posing 
the most serious risks to 
U.S. prosperity this year. 


Kingfisher plans to buy Asda 
to create biggest British retailer 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Kingfisher retail group has 
unveiled plans to buy die 
thind-biggest British super- 
market chain Asda to create 
the biggest retail company in 
Britain worth 18 billion 
pounds (25 billion euros, $29 
billion). 

Kingfisher presented the 
plans as pan of its drive to 
expand in Britain and main- 
land Europe. The company 
announced in November that 
it was to merge its home 


improvements arm with 
Castorama of France to create 
the biggest handyman’s retail- 
er in Europe and the thind- 
biggest in die world. 

Kingfisher said that its tie-up 
with Asda would create “one 
of Europe's leading multi-cat- 
egory retailers with enhanced 
opportunities for growth in the 
UJC., continental Europe and 
internationally.” 

The purchase will be a pre- 
liminary move for the group 
into large-scale food retailing. 


Analysts hailed the deal, 
which they said might have 
been conducted to prevent the 
giant U.S retailer Wal-Mart 
from entering the British mar- 
ket 'ia a purchase of Asda. 
Some warned that the U.S. 
group might make a counter 
bid for the supermarket chain. 

One retail analyst said: “The 
price seems fair and the deal 
would be beneficial to both 
companies as the two busi- 
nesses complement each 
other." 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

R>r more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/IO7»530007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour, fibn 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo etee 

30% timer. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
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Quality Serviced Suftea 

. *One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Dafy& 
Long Stay *Reasorable Rates 


5th Grcle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Pox- 5674551 
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5^ Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SANRBEL 

Real Estate 


SWEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 
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Mobile: 079/537588 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 


Telephone: 962-B-569B131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 
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At 6th Circle 

Tel.: 5510001 


Classic moods of Jazz & light soul 
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Dr Gabs &Lema Gee 

Nightly at the Wadi Rum Bar except Mondays 
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Jordan Times, Monday, April 19, 1999 



Plavers and officials of Saudi Arabia’s A1 Ittihad soccer team pose for photographers 
as thev hold the Asian Cup Winners’ Cup trophy after the awarding ceremony in 
Tokyo! Al Ittihad beat South Korea’s Chunnam Dragons by 3-2 in extra time to win 
the 9th Asian Cup Winners’ Cup (AFP photo) 

Saudis win 3rd straight 
Asian Cup Winners Cup 


TOKYO (AFP) — Forward Ahmed Bahja 
struck home a golden goal to power Al 
Ittihad to a 3-2 win over South Korea's 
Chunnam Dragons here Sunday, bringing 
Saudi Arabia their third straight Asian Cup 
Winners' Cup. 

Bahja opened the scoring on a penalty in 
the ninth minute, but Roh Sang Rae head- 
ed home an equaliser four minutes later on 
a comer from Kim Jung-Hook. 

Chunnam went down to 10 men in the 
37th minute when Maciel Luiz Franco was 
sent off. 

They slumped further in the 57th minute 
when they assigned defender Jou Yeong- 
Ho to mind the net after first-choice goal- 
keeper Park Jong-Mun and his replacement 
Park Chui Woo were injured 

But Roh put the South Koreans ahead 2-1 


in the 71st minute when his right foot sank 
a penalty past Saudi goalkeeper Hussain Al 
Sadig. 

Mohammed Al Hwsawi levelled the score 
in the S3rd minute when he kicked in a 
loose ball after Khalid AI-Shomran‘s cross 
was intercepted. 

The Saudi side got a penalty 14 minutes 
into extra-time. Bahja’s kick was deflected 
by Jou. but the Saudi forward booted the 
ball back into the net. 

Saudi Arabia have won the cup in the past 
two years through Al Hilal and Al Nasr. 

In the play-off for third spot. Japan's 
Kashima Antlers beat Al Talaba of Iraq 1-0 
with Tomoyuki Hirase scoring the only goal 
in the 42nd minute. 



Mantilla wins 
Barcelona Open 


BARCELONA (AP) — Barcelona native Felix Mantilla 
dominated in three straight sets to beat Moroccan Karim 
Alami to win the $950,000 Open Seat Conde de Godo 
Sunday 7-6 (7-2), 6-3, 6-3. 

Mantilla played the same consistent and strong game he 
had throughout the tournament it which he lost just one 
set. 

The unseeded Alami 's opening return of the match was 
a drop shot that failed to fool lOth-seed Mantilla, setting 
the tone of the 2 hour and 16 minute match. 

“For me this is a dream come true.” the Spaniard said 
after the match that earned him SI 35.000- “To win in 
front of friends and family makes it the happiest day of 
my career, and their support gave me wings." 

Alami fought back from a 4-0 deficit to take a 6-5 lead 
in the first set using the same powerful serve' and net 
game that had prevailed over Todd Martin of the United 
States in Saturday's semifinals. 

Mantilla won the tiebreaker 7-2. 

“After I won the first set with the tie-break. I was a lit- 
tle more relaxed.” said Mantilla who came into the tour- 
nament ranked 19th in the world. “He's an attacker and 
when he was playing aggressively he put a lot of pressure 
on me.” 

In the second set they played even until Mantilla broke 
Ai ami’s serve in the eighth game to go 5-3 up. and from 
then on it was all Mantilla. 

“I wasn’t serving well which is the key to ray game." 
said Alami following the match. Mantilla had a first serve 
percentage of 57 but Alami could only manage 45. 

Mandlla managed to neutralise the Moroccan's strong 
net game with some stinging passing shots and keeping 
him playing long volleys until the mistakes came. 

“He plays a base line game and i don't like to play like 
that.” said Alami who is currently ranked 35rd in the 
world although he is likely to move up to within the top 
50. 

“I was a little tired and couldn't quite get the speed and 
aggressive play that i needed... I was able to play 10 
aggressive minutes at a time but couldn't keep it up." he 
added. 


Kiefer beats Ferreira 
to win Japan Open 


TOKYO (.AFP) — Nicolas Kiefer captured 
his second career title when he powered 
past Wayne Ferreira of South Africa to win 
the men's singles final at the Japan Open 
tennis tournament on Sunday. 

The 2 1 -year-old German, who scored his 
first ATP title at Toulouse in September 
1997. fought for a 7-6 (7/4 j. 7-5 victory in 
only his fourth career final. 

“I was in the final in Dubai and I was in 
the final today. 1 wanted to win and I'm 
happy I did it. It's a great feeling,” said 
Kiefer. “I’m here for the first time and I 
won the tournament. I’m very satisfied with 
my play today.” 

Ferreira hit consistently harder than 
Kiefer and played more aggressively, but 
Kiefer combined slow but accurate strokes 
with a sudden array of hard-hit shots. 

After exchanging breaks in the second 
and seventh games of the first set, Ferreira 
hit a service return winner to come back 
from one mini-break in the tie-breaker to 
trail 4-5. 

But Kiefer forced him to make forehand 
errors twice to take the set. 

Ferreira, playing his first final in three 
years, changed the rhythm and the speed of 
his shots in the second set and again came 
back from service break down to even it at 
five-all. 


But his chances of winning his first title 
since August 1996 were bleak as he hit a 
backhand shot into the net at 15-40 to go 
down 5-6. giving Kiefer a second chance to 
serve out for the match. 

“I was almost out in the second round. I 
was down 6-3 and 3-0. but I was fighting 
very good. I'm very tired now. because I 
played a lot,” said Kiefer, who had to come 
back from one set down to win his previous 
tough three matches. 

“I think I played very good today. Wayne 
played very good at 7-6 and 5-4. but I 
served very good for the match.” added 
Kiefer, also tying his record against Ferreira 
at one win against one loss. 

Ferreira said: “It was pretty close. I could 
have won. I had a good week. I haven't had 
such a good week for a while. I didn't play 
that well at the start of the tournament, but 
I played great yesterday ” 

“My first goal was to get a final. The next 
one will be to win a tournament, and then 
the ranking takes care of itself,” he added. 

The victory brought Kiefer the winner’s 
check of $99,000 and took him close to 
breaking inside the top 20 for the first time 
in his career. 



German player Nicolas Kiefer holds up a trophy during 
an awarding ceremony for the men’s singles title at the 
Japan Open tennis tournament in Tokyo. It was 
Kiefer’s second career title (AFP photo) 


Frazier upsets Sugiyama to clinch Tokyo title 


TOKYO (AFP) — Amy Frazier 
clinched her first WTA tide in four 
years when she dashed local favourite 
Ai Sugiyama’s hopes of winning a 
third straight victory at the Japan 
Open tennis tournament on Sunday. 

The .American hard-hitter, seeking 
to'avenge her loss to Sugiyama in die 
1997 final here, silenced a partisan 
crowd at the Ariake Coliseum by 
scoring a 6-2, 6-2 victory in the 
women’s singles final. 

“I’m very happy with the way I 
played today." said Frazier after win- 
ning her sixth career title and her first 
since a victory here in 1995. 


“I enjoy playing in Japan a Iol I 
always enjoy this tournament, so it’s 
such a nice feeling to win here” 
added tbe 26-year-old, 

Everything went perfectly for 
Frazier, who charged to the net on 
every short ball by hitting an array of 
lightning approach shots. 

Sugiyama however looked passive 
and she was rarely able to come to the 
net 

She made stroke errors four times in 
a row to lose tbe third game of the 
second set and go down 1-2. 

Frazier took the following three 
games and, serving out for the cham- 


pionship, finished off the str ug glin g 
two-time defending champion in just 
one hour. 

“I knew I had to be aggressive. 
Fortunately. I didn’t make too many 
unforced errors. I felt comfortable 
going for my shots, because I was 
confident,” said Frazier, continuing 
her excellent results in Japan. 

“I’m enjoying playing and Fm 
going to try to improve, keep working 
on my game and just play as many 
matches as I can,” she added. Frazier 
staged the final here for a fifth time. 
She lost to now-retired Kimiko Date 
in 1994 and 1996 and to Sugiyama in 


1997. She scored a shock victory over 
former world number one Monica 
Seles in Tokyo in 1990. 

It was a second straight win for 
Frazier over Sugiyama, following her 
first round win in the Australian Open 
in January. She stretched her record 
against foe Japanese to two wins 
against one defeat in major tourna- 
ments. 

For Sugiyama, it was a big disap- 
pointment as she had been determined 
to dedicate the title to her former 
coach. Takaalti Minowa, who died of 
cancer on Monday. 


Thumbs-up 
for Moya 
in Monte 
Carlo Open 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) 
— Top seed Carlos Moya 
will hope that an infected 
thumb which may have 
partially contributed to his 
downfall this week at home 
in Spain has healed enough 
to allow him to defend his 
title at the S2.45 million 
Monte Carlo Open starting 
Monday. 

Moya went out Friday in 
the quarter-finals at the 
Barcelona Open to compa- 
triot Felix Mantilla on a 
day when the field played 
two matches due to a 
washout 24 hours earlier. 

A year ago here, the 
World N'o..2 claimed the 
first leg of a prestige clay- 
court double, beating 
Frenchman Cedric Pioline 
in the Monte Carlo final, 
then going onto win the 
French Open. 

Moya had a brief taste of 
World No. 1 status in 
March, when he surpassed 
Pete Sampras for a fort- 
night in the ATP Tour rank- 
ings by reaching the semi- 
finals in Indian Wells, 
California. But Sampras, 
out of this week's first 
major of the European clay 
season with back strain, got 
it back despite not having 
advanced past the quarter- 
finals in any of the handful 
of events he's played this 
disappointing year. 

Sampras is back in 
America suffering through 
another dismal start to his 
French Open preparation. 

He had to withdraw from 
the Barcelona Open when 
he strained a back muscle 
in doubles with Britain's 
Tim Henman, seeded third 
in Monte Carlo. 

Sampras is hoping to be 
fit for the Italian Open in 
three weeks, which will 
give him only two tourna- 
ments before arriving in 
Paris to contest the single 
Grand Slam he's never 
won. 

Injury claimed fourth 
seed Todd Martin, who 
withdrew Sunday, leaving 
his seeding place blank and 
thus giving Pioline a num- 
ber 17 standing. 

The Frenchman couldn't 
have asked for a more chal- 
lenging first-round opening 
Monday — be plays three- 
time finalist and wildcard 
entry Boris Becker, making 
his farewell tour in tennis 
before this summer's 
planned retirement. 

Seeded second is 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the 
Russian ^jvho missed a 
chance in February to take 
number one spot from 
Sampras. 

Moya trails Sampras by 
just 172 points in the rank- 
ings, but the Spaniard must 
defend his winner's swag 
from 1998 on his favoured 
red clay. 

In this last year before 
obligatory participation in 
all Mercedes Super 9 Tour 
tournaments from 2000, 
the field at the site over- 
looking the Mediterranean 
is strong — every player 
who enjoys the tax-free 
lifestyle of the principality 
is all but required to play in 
the event if elegible. 
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Taekwondo gets Armenian 
invitation, sets agenda 

AMMAN — The national taekwondo >‘“ R1 j 1 ™ 
back in Amman after a successful pantcir.mon "■ 
11th Tehran International Championship, m 
Jordan achieved the third place, w inmne one 
ver and three bronze medals, as well as the to 
trophy. Mekhled Assaf. member ot me 
Taekwondo Federation, and head of the National Tea 
Committee, will brief the federation on 
the Kingdom's participation in the event. 
meeting? a training camp in Tehran from June • -in- 
is expected to be approved as pan ot preparcii-'n- 
the 9th Pan-Arab Games — Al Hussein Toumam: 
Meanwhile, the Armenian delegation, which took ; 
in the Tehran event has invited the national team 
friendlies. 

Samer Kamal to officiate at World 
Taekwondo Championship 


AMMAN — The International Taekwondo Federation 
have chosen Jordan's international referee and head or 
the .Arab Referees Committee Samer Kama! to be one 
of the referees to officiate the 1 4th World Taekwondo 
Championship, to held in Canada from June 2-6. 
Kamal said his participation in the event, in which “0 
countries and more than 400 players are taking cart, 
comes two months ahead of the 9th Pan- Arab Games 
adding that he expected to gain more experience and 
exposure to high-level competition at the event. 
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SCOREBOARD 

Asia Cop Winders Cep 

5 Ml 


AI Ittihad (S. Arabia) 3 
3rd place ptav-off 
K. Antlers (Japan) 1 

NBA 

C. Dragons (S. Korea) 
Al Talaba Oraq) 

Charlotte 

90 

Cleveland 

82 

Toronto 

93 

New Yea* ^ 

90 

Portland 

102 

Dallas 

94 

Utah 

109 

LA Lakers 

93 

Sacramento 

1 19 

Denver 

97 


French Cap draw for semf-fiaais 
Names v Nimes (D2) 

Sedan (D2) v Le Mans (D2) 

Matches played April 27 and 25 
French League Cup 
Lens 2 Sochaux 

Final on May 8 at Slade de France 
Spanish League 

Barcelona 2 Real Mallorca 

Real Valladolid 1 Atletko Madrid 
Italian League 

Bologna 3 Florentine 

Lazio I Juventus 

Parma 1 Sampdoria 

Belgian League 
Gem 1 Ekeren 

Charleroi I Mouscron 

Allst 0 Beveren 

Lokeren 1 Harelbeke 

Lierse 0 Anderiecht 

Standard Liege 2 Sl Truiden 

Dutch League 
AZ Alkmaar 1 

FC Twente 0 

M. Maastricht 1 

PSV Eindhoven 2 
Vitesse Arnhem 1 


0 AET 


1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 


De Graafschap 3 
C. Leeuwaarden 0 
Sparta Rotterdam 1 
Nijmegen 0 
SC Heerenveen 2 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HtRSCH 
eimntuiiiKiSmciuc 

FAMOUS HAND 
East- West vulnerable. Nonh deals 


WEST 
* A K 10 5 


NORTH 
*63 
7 A 10 82 
CAK. 

* A Q 10 9 3 

EAST 


*874! 


SOUTH 
*8742 
“ KJ63 
C 9 5 
* KJ6 


* Q J 9 
?T54 
■j QJ 10432 


Th e bidd ing: 

north East south west 

I* IT Pa,, 

Pass 4* Pm 


4* 

Pass 


Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead; King of* 

Jn [he 1960s Terence Recvr-B^ 
Saupiro and Pietro Fbrquu-Bemio 

^£*5° ^ Seneally considered 

» be the best pairs m the world. On 
9? deal from the J9W World Team 
Olympiad, they found themselves 
opposing each other in the qualifv mg 


rounds 

Garoso’s one club ryot 1 
was strong and fcrcir.3. and 
one-heart response showed r» 
rrols. counting a king as cm , 
and an ace as two. Thera:: 
aucuon was natural and she 
lour- hear, contract was rsKte. 

In the other room Lhc ] 
North-South pa:r trade rou- 
ble - the Italians cashed ;w. 
and switched to a durccrid 7 
graph audience ard ccmrai 
u -vre forreas'erte a tw S-Li, ; 
driesders had ober ideas 

Reese led the king of 
Schapre dropped the qa-*. & 
the jact Reese «M»sh ccr 
with a spade to the ; aclt. asd e 
raum forced dutntrv rj;; - 7 

of hears was cashed ar*i. 
followed with the mr'e. i- 
elteled to protect agams: j’ 4." 
break by nmr.tntt the ran. It a 
queen. Ret Sc ptayed hr, «=* 
spade, forcing the table 
and allowing E»*. to 
gicton club 

Declarer w» trapped on the 

ine Only way to reran; *■ 
draw tnc last trorr.p w.i. „ X". 
out East ruffed fer 



Cinema @5 Thearne Cinema Thearne Cinema Thearne Cinema Thearne Cinema xl>e 


a TKC 


CINEMA TEL:463-4l44 


CINEMA TEU463-4144 

1 

PHILADELPHIA T 


PHILADELPHIA ‘2’ 

1 

Steven Spielberg's 


Sophie Marceau ... 
in Leo Tolstoy's 

ANNA 

KARENINA 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30,6:15. 


| ANTZ 

Shows: 12:30.3:30,6:15, 8:15 

SAVING 

! PRIVATE RYAN 

1 Show: 9:30 


S:30. 10:30 



CINEMA TEL5699238 

PLAZA 


Leonardo Di Caprio ... in 

TITANIC 

Shows: 12:15. 3:30, 6:45, 9:45 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORDE 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
BTA'AL WA2IR 

Shows: 1230 , 330 . 6 : 15 , 830 , 1030 
CONCORDE 2 

DISCLOSURE 


CINEMA TEL: 5934793 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jolGalleria 
Julia Roberts ..in 

STEPMOM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 

THE MAGIC SWORD 

Thursday and Friday mornings 


CINEMA TEL‘5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

wunv.cris.com .jo/ Galleria 
Tom Hanks & Meg Ryan..in 
YOU'VE GOT M@IL 
Shows: 3:30.6:15.8:30. 10:45 

RUSH HOUR 

Shows: 5:00 p.m onlv 


Astern 
i WL 4625155 


Tn ‘ political satire 

AL SALAM AL 

Starting at 8:?n p -It , 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Sports 


Browns 
make 
Couch 
top NFL 
pick 

NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
Cleveland Browns had only 
io say the words to make 
Tim Couch the top pick in 
the National Football 
£ League draft Saturday, 
while New Orleans had to 
surrender eight picks to be 
sure of grabbing Heisman 
Trophy-winning running 
back Ricky Williams. 

Couch led a quarterback 
one-two-three — only the 
second in NFL draft histo- 
ry, as the Philadelphia 
Eagles took Donovan 
McNabb with the second 
selection and Cincinnati 
took Akili Smith with the 
third. 

After months of debating 
between Couch and Smith, 
the Browns opted for 
Couch and signed him to a 
multi-year contract two 
hours before the draft. 

“I guess it was around 9 
o'clock this morning I 
found out that Tom (agent 
Tom Condon) and the guys 
came to a deal." Couch 
said. “I was really excited. 
That’s the best part about it 
for me. All that stuff (con- 
tract negotiations) is out of 
the way." 

Despite pleas from 
Philadelphia fans to take 
Williams with the second 
overall pick, the Eagles 
selected McNabb. Fans's 
* shouts of “We Want Ricky" 
™ changed to boos after the 
selection was announced. 

The Cincinnati Bengals 
completed the quarterback 
hat trick when they took 
Smith with the third pick. 
The only other time quar- 
terbacks went 1-2-3 in a 
draft was in 1971 when Jim 
Plunkett, Archie Manning 
and Dan Pastorini were 
selected. 

But the draft took a dra- 
matic turn when the 
Indianapolis Colts spumed 
Williams in favour of 
, Miami running back 
’^Edgerrin James with the 
fourth pick, paving the way 
for the Saints to make their 
overwhelming offer of 
eight selections — all six 
thfc.vear and two next year 
— to Washington at the 
fifth spot for the right to 
select Williams. 

It was believed the Colts 
traded three-time Pro Bowl 
running back Marshall 
Faulk to the Sl Louis 
Rams two days ago to clear 
the backfield for Williams, 
the all-time leading rusher 
,j>m NCAA Division I histo- 
ry. Even Williams admitted 
today he fully expected the 
Colts to take him with the 
fourth pick. 

“I was kind of set back a 
little bit, kind of thrown off 
when they took Edgerrin," 
Williams said. “I was in 
Indianapolis on Friday. 
They made it sound like 
they were extremely inter- 
ested in taking me.” 

But after facing rejection 
from the Colts, Williams 
received plenty of love 
from coach Mike Ditka and 
Saints. To move up 
from the 12th spot to fifth 
overall, the Saints sent the 
Redskins the rest of their 
picks for this year along 
with a first-round pick and 
a third-round selection in 
2000 . 

Williams led the nation in 
rushing each of the last two 
years. In 1998. he nished 
for 2,124 yards and 27 
touchdowns and eclipsed 
Tony Dorsett as the all- 
^rae leading rusher in col- 
legiate Division I history 
with 6.279 yards. 



Austria's Barbara Schett in action during her Federation Cup match against 
Australia's Alicia Molik in Klagenfurt Sunday. Schett won 6-16-1 (AFP photo) 

Fed Cup 

Russia snatches victory from France 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian pair Elena 
Likhovtseva and Elena 
Makarova overpowered 
France's Amelie Mauresmo 
and Nathalie Tauziat to take 
the decisive doubles game 
of the Federation Cup 
World Group I first round 
match here on Sunday by 6- 
0, 7-6 (7/5). 

The Russians directed all 
their shots at out-of-form 
Tauziat, avoiding 

Mauresmo who earlier 
Sunday beat Russia's 
Tatiana Panova 6-2, 5-7, 6-1 
to take the tie to the final 
doubles with the score at 2- 
2 . 

Top French player 


Tauziat, ranked 11th in the 
world, has had a disastrous 
showing this weekend with 
three defeats in as many 
matches. 

"There are defeats which 
are worse than others. This 
is one of them," said 
Tauziat. "It’s terrible 
because I played well dur- 
ing training all week. I 
thank Guy (Forget) for hav- 
ing faith in me until the 
end." 

French team skipper 
Foiget had been counting 
on the big-hitting 
Mauresmo. who he called 
up unexpectedly for the 
doubles clash. 

Originally Alexandra 


Fusai was due to partner 
Tauziat. but Forget clearly 
believed he had an ace up 
his sleeve with the in-form 
Australian Open finalist. 

Tauziat. lost year's defeat- 
ed Wimbledon finalist, had 
lost 6-2. 6-4 to Elena 
Likhovtseva earlier on 
Sunday, that defeat coming 
24 hours after her loss to 
Panova, ranked only 71 in 
the world 

Russia meet Slovakia in 
the semifinals of the Fed 
Cup World Group I on July 
24-24. Slovakia eliminated 
Switzerland 3-0 on Sunday. 


Rubin, Seles give U.S. 2-0 lead over Croatia 


RALEIGH (AFP) — In the 
absence of second-ranked 
Lindsay Davenport, Chanda’ 
Rubin stepped right in and 
helped the United States to a 
commanding 2-0 lead over 
Croatia in their best-of-five 
Fed Cup first-round tie. 

In the opening singles 
match, Rubin sweated out a 7- 
6 (7/5), 4-6, 10-8 win over Iva 
Majoli, Croatia's top player. 
Monica Seles put Croatia on 
the brink of elimination by 
whipping Silvija Talaja, 6-3. 
6 - 1 . 

Seles will anempt to lock up 
a semifinal berth for the U.S. 
on Sunday when she faces 
Majoli in the reverse singles. 
Rubin will meet Talaja in the 
second reverse singles before 
Seles and Lisa Raymond team 
up to face Majoli and Talaja in 
doubles. 

In swirling winds. Rubin 
served for the match at 5-3 in 
the third set. but Majoli stayed 
alive by breaking back. At 8- 
8, Majoli committed two dou- 
ble-faults and was broken. 
Serving for the match again in 
the next game Rubin fired an 
ace at 30-15 which Majoli 
thought was long. Two points 
later, Rubin closed out her 
opponent. 


l *1 think I served pretty well 
when I needed to," Rubin 
said. "I wanted to get some 
kind of a rhythm in the third, 
but it was tough with the wind 
out there. She played well and 
I was happy to come out on 
top just when I needed to.” 

Rubin, a member of the 

1995 and 1997 teams, won for 
the third time in five career 
Fed Cup matches. She moved 
up to first singles by captain 
Billie Jean King when 
Davenport could not play due 
to tendinitis in her left wrisL 

"It was so vital that Chanda 
win at least one match, and it 
was so helpful to win that first 
match," Ring said. "It takes 
the edge right off the baL I 
think it's a great tribute to 
Chanda who’s been through a 
lot the last three years with her 
wrist." 

Rubin reached the 
Australian Open semifinals in 

1996 but underwent wrist 
surgery in April of that year 
and was sidelined seven 
months. 

Currently ranked No. 23. 
she won the Tasmanian 
International in Australia in 
January and defeated top- 
ranked Martina Hingis in the 
quarterfinals at the Even Cup 


in Indian. Wells, California, 
last month." r - • 

Majoli was bitter about the 
ace but happy with her perfor- 
mance on clay, the surface she 
played on when she won her 
only Grand Slam tide at the 
1997 French Open. 

“I’m sure her serve didn't 
hit the line. 

I don’t know why the chair 
lady didn't even want to check 
the mark.” she said. ‘1 think it 
was probably one of the best 
matches that I played lately. I 
know I lost and I really want- 
ed to win.” 

Seles needed just over an 
hour to remain perfect in nine 
Fed Cup matches, all in sin- 
gles. 

“It was very tough condi- 
tions out there,” Seles said. “I 
just tried to stay in the point 
and wasn’t going for big 
shots." 

Croatia initially was to host 
the tie but the event was shift- 
ed to the States due to the mil- 
itary conflict in Kosovo, 
Yugoslavia. 

Seles, a . naturalised 
American who was bom and 
raised in Novi Sad, 
Yugoslavia, was not expected 
to play if the tie had been held 
in Croatia. 
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12 teams compete in Faisali’s 
Al Hussein Soccer Championship 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Twelve teams will be 
taking pan in a soccer championship 
organised by Al Faisali Club May 7-15 
in memory of the late King Hussein. 

Held under the patronage of HRH 
Prince Ali, president of the Jordan 
Football Association, the Al Hussein 
Soccer Championship will bring 
together 1 1 Premier League teams in 
addition to the Royal Guard team. 

The teams have been divided into 
three groups with the top two teams in 
each group moving to the knock-out 
second round. 

Group 1: Faisali, Arabi. Ahli and 
Turra 

Group 2: Ramtha, Qadissieh, Baqaa 
and Shabab Al Hussein 

Group 3: Al Hussein. Kufrsoum, 
Jazireh and the Royal Guard 

Faisali Club Chairman Sultan Al 


Udwan said the Championship was 
organised as a tribute to the late King 
who died on Feb. 7 after a long battle 
with cancer. 

“We are organising this champi- 
onship in recognition of King 
Hussein’s support to sports and youth 
in the Kingdom. 

Since the competition is held in 
memory of King Hussein, the compet- 
ing teams have agreed to dedicate this 
tourney to all fans und matches will be 
free of charge in Irbid and Amman. 

Jordan's reigning soccer champions 
Al Wihdat will not be taking pan in the 
event. A Wihdat official told the 
Jordan Times that the club was prepar- 
ing for a major soccer tournament in 
memory of the late King. 

"Wc will be holding a tournament os 
soon as the Quweismeh stadium 
opens. We will be inviting up to five 
top Arab teams before the Pan-Arab 


Games (he officials added. 

There are no local competitions cur- 
rently taking place as all JFA events 
will be held after the Pan- Arab Games. 
There was no I99S Premier League 
champion as the event was maned by 
controversy, prompting the federation 
to suspend the event four w eeks before 
it ended. 

Prince Ali has since formed a new 
JFA board which has met with Premier 
League clubs and cancelled ail suspen- 
sions and fines imposed upon clubs 
and players. The JFA last month also 
decided to finally hand out the 1997 
Pan -Arab Games soccer gold medal 
team members their rewards amount- 
ing to JD26.000 (JD 1.000 each). 

fn addition, the JFA board promised 
that withheld amounts including 
JD3S.909 for Premier League clubs 
and JD30.491 in referee fees will be 
paid this month. 


Raptors win in New York 


NEW YORK (R) — Rookie 
sensation Vince Carter 
scored 21 points, including 
a pair of dutch 3-pointers in 
the final 71 seconds, as the 
Toronto Raptors snapped a 
season-high six-game los- 
ing streak with a crucial 93- 
90 victory over the slump- 
ing New York Knicks on 
Saturday. 

The Raptors nearly squan- 
dered a 2 1 -point second- 
quarter lead but Carter 
would not allow them. After 
a free throw by Patrick 
Ewing pulled the Knicks 
within 84-81, Carter drilled 
a 3-pointer with 1:11 to go. 

Allan Houston responded 
with a 3-pointer to halve the 
deficit, but Carter made 
another 3-pointer with 44 
seconds to play. Known 
more for his high-flying dri- 
ves and dunks. Carter was 
just I2-of-44 from beyond 
the arc befoft.thfe.game... 

"They wereTSpen, so rjusf 
took it.” Carter said. “I have 
a lot of confidence in 
myself. I might not be the 
greatest 3-point shooter but 
it was open. After the first 
one went down, I felt really 
good taking the second 
one.” 

New York’s Chris Childs 
sank a 3-pointer but Kevin 
Willis sealed it with two 
free throws with 1 1 seconds 
remaining. 

Willis had 17 points and 
10 rebounds for the Raptors 
(19-20). Toronto remained 
tied with Charlotte and 
moved within one game of 
New York (21-20). which is 
ninth in the Eastern 
Conference. 

The top eight teams in 
each Conference make the 
playoffs, which the Raptors 
never have done and the 
Knicks have not failed to do 
since 1987. Should the 
teams finish tied for the 
eighth spot, the Raptors 
would get it because they 
took two of three games 
from New York this season. 

"There’s definitely a sense 
of urgency,” said Ewing, 
who had 14 points and nine 


rebounds. “We have nine 
games left and we have to 
win the majority if we hope 
to be in the playoffs. 

We have to play belter. We 
have to play the way we are 
capable of playing. 

"That's the frustration 
about this season. We feel 
we have the people to beat 
any team, but we are not 
performing to that level. 
Forget the talking, we just 
have to go out there and get 
the job Jone ” 

Latrell SpreweU scored 22 
points off the bench and 
Houston added 17 for the 
Knicks, who have lost three 
in a row. 

In Utah, Karl Malone was 
the early recipient of John 
Stockton's 13,000th career 
assist and scored 27 points 
as the red-hot Jazz routed 
the Los Angeles Lakers 
109-93 for their 10th 
, straight victory. 

Malone averaged 29.8 
points in four games against 
the Lakers this, season. 
Eleven days ago, he torched 
Dennis Rodman for 30 
points on 12-of-12 shooting 
in a 13-point win at Los 
Angeles. 

This time no one could 
blame Rodman. The flam- 
boyant forward was waived 
late Thursday after a series 
of team rules violations and 
distractions. 

In his absence, J.R. Reid 
and Travis Knight split the 
power forward position and 
combined for one point and 
six rebounds in 44 minutes. 

The Jazz have the longest 
winning streak in the NBA 
this season. At 31-8, they 
are 1 1^2 games ahead of 
Portland for the League’s 
best record and home-court 
advantage throughout the 
playoffs. 

TTie Lakers (25-16) lost 
for the JOth time in their 
last 19 games. They have 
lost three straight and are 
fifth in the west, two games 
behind Houston. 

In Dallas, Greg Anthony 
scored 17 of his season- 
high 23 points in the fourth 


JORDAN 
TIMES FAX: 
5696183 



-.1989 PEUGEOT 505 Station. FULL OPTIONS! 
EVERY GOOD CONDITION. DUTY UNPAID 
IP* Price : 4000 J.D'S * call : ( 4659929 ) 


HPIMTMCNT AND OFFICC FOR R€NT 


Complete flat in Jafaal Amniai - Watfi Saqra 5tr, Near Social Security Corporation. 

* Apartment: 2 bad rooms, sitting room, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, 

telephone, central heating. Annual rent JP2000 | 

★ Office: 120m 3 . 2 telephones. Annual rent JP2S00 | 


Li 




CfUL: 4642196 


Invitation For Rids 

Sector Educational Project - Phase (II) 

Loan No. (JO-PI O) - OECF 
MODERNISATION OFW/SHs OF 14 SCHOOLS SUB-PROJECT 
International Competitive Bidding (ICB) 

Ministry of Education invites interested Bidders to participate in tenders listed 
below which are financed through the Loan mentioned above. Eligible Bidders 
may obtain Tender Documents at Furniture & Equipment Tenders 
DiV/s/ou/Ministry of Education against the payment of the non-refundable fees 
and presenting a valid professional licence, starting from Wednesday, April 14, 
1999 till closing date June 16, 1999, 11:00 a.m. (local time). 

Bids shall be deposited in the Bid Box at the Furniture & Equipment Tenders 
Division /M.O.E / or by Mail, not later than closing time. 


Tender 

No. 

Subject 

Fees 

(JD) 

50 

Machining workshops procurement 

9/99 

50 

Electric Generation and Distribution 
Workshops Procurement 

10/99 

25 

Auto Engine Machining Workshops Procurement 

11/99 


Chairman of Special Tender’s Committee 



JPMC announces the invitation to Bid No. 9F/99 
for the supply of:- 

(WHITE POROUS PRILLED POURED 

AMMONIUM NITRATE) 

The Tender Documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department until 2:00 
p.m. local time Thursday, 6th May, 1999. 
Application for Documents should be accompanied 
by a non-refundable fee of JD200 for each set of 
Tender Documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Saturday, 15th May, 1999. 


Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


quarter, including al! four of 
his 3-pointers, as the 

Portland Trail Blazers 

pulled out a 101-92 victory 
over the Dallas Mavericks. 

Anthony hit only l-of-3 
shots in eight minutes dur- 
ing the first three quarters 
before exploding for 
Portland, which blew a 12- 
point lead in the second half 
before notching its seventh 
straight win over Dallas. 

In Cleveland, David 
Wesley scored 19 of his 24 
points in the second half as 
the surging Hornets extend- 
ed their season-high win- 
ning streak to seven games 
with a 90-82 victory over 
the Cavaliers in a key 
Eastern Conference battle. 

The acquisitions of Elden 
Campbell and Eddie Jones 
from the Lakers have 
helped the Hornets close to 
within one game of .500 
(19-20) and within ' V 1/2 
games of the Cavaliers for 
the Eastern Conference's 
final playoff berth. 

Former Cav Bobby Phills 
added 23 points for 
Charlotte. 

In Sacramento, Corliss 
Williamson scored a sea- 
son-high 29 points and 
Chris Webber added 24 as 
the Kings recorded a 119- 
97 rout of the Denver 
Nuggets. 

Sacramento climbed with- 
in I 1/2 games of Seattle for 
the final playoff spot in the 
Western Conference. 

Antonio McDyess collect- 
ed 29 points to pace the 
Nuggets, who fell to 1-19 
on the road. 


SPORTS 
IN BRIEF 


Mizuno 
chairman dies 

TOKYO (AFP) — 
Kenjiro Mizuno. chair- 
man of Japan's sporting 
goods giant Mizuno 
Corp., has died of pneu- 
monia at a hospital near 
his home in the western 
suburbs of Osaka, his 
family said Sunday. He 
was 85. Mizuno joined 
the Osaka-based company 
in 1942 and became its 
president in 1969 and 
chairman in 1988, devel- 
oping it into one of the 
world’s leading sporting 
goods makers. He was 
decorated by the French 
government in 1984 in 
honor of his contributions 
to the Olympic move- 
ment. The International 
Olympic Committee 
awarded him the Olympic 
Order in 1985. 

Lens move into 
French League 
Cup final 

LENS (AFP) — Lens 
scored twice in the final 
minutes of extra time to 
beat Sochaux 2-0 and earn 
a place in the French 
League Cup final. Lens 
meet the winner of 
Sunday’s Metz v 
Montpellier clash in a 
May 8 final at the Siade 
de France. 


REMINDER 
To all members of the 
Jordanian Scandinavian Friendship Association 
(JSFA) 

Annual General Meeting 

Under the patronage of Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Ra'd Ben Zeid and Princess Majda Ra’d, the Honorary 
Presidents. You are kindly requested to attend JSFA 
Annual General Meeting which will be held at RAD1SSON 
SAS HOTEL on Tuesday, April 20th 1999 at 18:00 HRS. 

Please bring all relevant documents which were sent to 
you by mail. Looking forward to your usual cooperation 
and attendance. 

The Board of Directors 


NOTICE OF SALE 

Date and Time of Sale: Tuesday, April 20, 1 999 9:00 
am. to 12:00 p.m. 

Location: American Embassy Warehouse, Abdouh 

(Use the Back Gate) 

Hems to be Sold: Office and Residential Furniture, 

Appliances, Equipment and 
Miscellaneous and one Vehicle 

Conditions of Sale: 

* Sale is conducted by sealed bid. 

* All property is sold on as-is, where-is, non- 
returnable basis for cash payment without refund 
or warranty. 

* Bid forms and list of lots will be available at 
time of sale. 

* All items will be available for inspection at sal time. 

* A deposit of 20% of the total bid is required at 
time of bid in cash JD only . This is strictl 
enforced. 

* AH bids must be deposited in lock box by 12:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, April 20. 

* Ail bidders will be notified and deposit refunded 
to unsuccessful bidders by Wednesday, April 21 . 

* All property must be paid for and removed by 
COB Thursday, April 22. 

* If not removed by COB April 22, a storage fee of 
JD5Q.QO0 per day for each lot will be imposed. 


i 


i 


i 

i 

i 




s 


i 


5 


t 


a 

g 

s 

d 

a 

s 


0 


•r 

n 

e 




i- 


e 

>- 

■s 

< 

n 

II 

:S 

n 

>- 

P 

ii 

n 

d 

n 

is 

m 


ia 

o 

ly 

n 


is 

lC 

y- 

X 

•y 

£ 


r- 



•S.’S. S 5? Q “ F. ntr^ OH 


12 News 


Jordan Times, Monday, April 19, 1999 


Barak calls on Deri 
to quit Israeli politics 

Labour chief rules out coalition talks with Shas leader 


TEL AVTVfAFP) — Labour 
Party chief Ehud Barak took a 
political gamble Sunday by 
publicly railing on Arieh Deri, 
die influential head of the ultca- 
Orthodox Shas Parly, to quit 
politics after his conviction for 
corruption last week. 

Barak insisted that he would 
not negotiate with Deri oybt the 
entry of Shas into a coalition 
government if he wins elec- 
tions for the premiership this 
summer. 

Barak's two main rivals, 
incumbent Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanayhu and cen- 
trist former Defence Minister 
Yitzhak MordechaL have both 
refused to rule out future coop- 
eration with Deri, whose parry 
is the third largest in the outgo- 
ing parliament. 

“I will not negotiate with Deri 
about forming a coalition.” 
Barak told Israel Radio, adding 
that he expected Deri to step 
down voluntarily as head of 
Shas after the May 17 general 
elections. 

Barak did not rule out negoti- 
ating a coalition with the Shas 
Party after Deri's departure 
from politics. 


“I am convinced that Deri 
will step down after the elec- 
tions. but we must remember 
that Shas is a legitimate and 
important movement that rep- 
resents a lai^s sector of Israeli 
society," he added 

Israeli President Ezer 
Weizraan. who is known for his 
sharp longue, told Israel Radio 
that ‘Deri will not be able to be 
a part of the Israeli govern- 
ment” 

Barak too initially hesitated 
to break with Deri after the 
politician was sentenced on 
Thursday to four years in jail on 
charges of bribe-taking, fraud 
and breach of trust when he 
was a government minister in 
the late 1980s. 

All three candidates fear that 
a denunciation of Deri, who is 
revered by Shas' Sephardic 
constituency, would alienate 
Shas voters and doom their 
chances for election. 

Deri has been one of the key 
power brokers in Israeli politics 
for more than 15 years, trading 
Shas electoral support for key 
cabinet posts in governments of 
the left and right. _ c 

The willingness of Barak. 


Netanyahu and Mordechai to 
continue giving Deri such a 
role even as a convicted felon 
had been strongly denounced 
both by lower level politicians 
and Israel's attorney' general, 

Eliyakim Rubinstein, who 
called their stance the “silence 
of the lambs." 

Barak came undo - particular- 
ly strong pressure over the 
weekend from senior Labour 
Party figures to change his 
positioa 

Barak began wavering on 
Friday when he said that if he 
“were in Deri's position. I 
would resign." 

But it was not until Sunday 
that Barak declared he would 
not negotiate with a Shas led by 
Deri and called outright for the 
irttra-Ortftodox stron g man to 
quit politics. 

Deri’s four-year jail sentence 
was suspended pending an 
appeal to the supreme court 
which is expected to last for 
months. 

Shas has categorically reject- 
ed calls he be replaced as party 
leader and has vowed he will 
head the movement even from 
jail. 


Barak unsettles Netanyahu 
with television debate plan 


TEL AVIV (AFP; — Israeli 
Labour Party leader Ebud 
Barak forced Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on the 
defensive Sunday’ with a plan 
for the two men to face off in 
three television debates as part 
of the official campaign for 
May elections. 

Netanyahu, widely consid- 
ered the premier television per- 
former on the Israeli political 
scene, is paradoxically opposed 
to the plan because ifwould eat 
into the limited television and 
radio broadcast time allotted to 
his shrinking Likud bloc for the 
campaign. 

1< VVe have suggested three 
television debates between 
Barak and Netanyahu on April 
27. 28 and 29. to be counted as 
pan of the campaign broadcast 
times allotted to their parties." 
Avraham Burg, a Labour Parry’ 
campaign official, said Sunday. 

Burg said he had received 
only an ‘"evasive" response 
from Likud officials over the 
idea, which must be finalised 
before a Monday deadline for 
setting the programme for radio 


and television campaign adver- 
tising. 

Labour issued its proposal 
after Barak refused to partici- 
pate in a television debate 
between Netanyahu and the 
third main candidate for pre- 
mier. Centre Party leader 
Yitzhak Mordechai. which was 
organised last week by a politi- 
cal talk show hast. 

Barak justified his refusal by 
saying such debates should \x 
organised by recognised cam- 
paign officials and not televi- 
sion personalities. 

Netanyahu tried to win cam- 


“ran away” from the debate 
and repeatedly referred to his 
absent rival during the 90- 
minute confrontation with 
MordechaL 

Bur the show quickly turned 
against the Likud leader as 
MordechaL his former defence 
minister: assailed Netanyahu's 
credibility with tales of deceit 
and lies during the more than 
two years they governed 
together. 

Following that setback for 


Netanyahu. Barak pressed 
ahead with his own debate 
plan. 

While Netany ahu is normally 
a fervent advocate of television 
debates — most observers con- 
sider him a superior television 
performer to the stem Barak — 
tiie Labour plan poses a serious 
quandary- for Likud. 

Under Israeli election roles, 
each party's official campaign 
broadcast* time is determined 
by the number of its deputies in 
the outgoing parliament. 

Following a wave of defec- 
tions by senior Likud figures, 
the Netanyahu camp counts 
only 22 deputies, worth 70 
minutes of air time. 

Barak, meanwhile, has 
formed an 'election alliance. 
One Israel grouping Labour 
with tiie centrist Gesher Party 
of former Foreign Minister 
David Levy, who was previ- 
ously allied to Likud and 
bought four outgoing deputies 
to the list. 

One Israel can count 37 for- 
mer deputies, worth 120 min- 
utes of air time. 
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LEAVING HOME: A lone tractor carrying ethnic Albanian refugees makes its way towards Kukes from the 
Morini border crossing on Sunday. The influx of ethnic Albanian refugees into Albania came to a virtual halt 
Sunday afternoon, after over 5,000 had crossed earlier in the day (AP photo) 

Netanyahu says Arafat ‘meddling’ in polls 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Rime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
accused Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat on Sunday of try- 
ing to influence Arab Israelis’ 
stance in elections next month, 
calling the meddling “explo- 
sive" 

“I can confirm that Arafat is 
very much involved in the 
Israeli election campaign, and I 
agree with the head of the army 
intelligence who defined the 
involvement as explosive.’* 
Netanyahu was quoted by the 
Itim news service as telling a 
cabinet meeting. 

Netanyahu’s spokesmen 
were not available to comment 
on the reported remarks. 


At the cabinet session, sever- 
al ministers asked the head of 
the army intelligence service. 
Major General Amos Malka. to 
give details of Arafat's involve- 
ment in the campaign for elec- 
tions to be held on May 17. 

The officer refused, saving 
tiie information was classified 
Itim reported 

Netanyahu answered the 
ministers' question by making 
it clear he was not happy with 
what he had heard from Malka. 
but he did not elaborate. 

Rightist Israeli politicians 
have been charging for weeks 
that Arafat and otoer officials in 
the Palestinian National 
Authority tPPAi were trying to 


Palestinian lawmaker 
urges reform of courts 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
lR) — The Palestinian 
National .Authority must act to 
save freedoms endangered by 
powerful military ccxins and 
deadly ahise of weapons in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
a key lawmaker said on Sunday. 

Human rights organisations 
have called for the abolition of 
state security courts, which 
exercise sweeping pow ers. The 
security’ courts have been criti- 
cised for over-zealous use of tiie 
death penally, and of frying 
cases of a civilian nature. 

On Sunday, the chairman of 
the legal committee of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council 
Abdul Karim Ata Saleh, told 
Reuters that freedoms would 
reman restricted unless the 
judicial system were reinforced 
respected and freed of manipu- 
lation by the executive branch. 

“Until now, the revolutionary 
legitimacy has ruled and the 
presence of state security courts 
is areal danger co the freedoms 
of our people,” Abu Saleh 


added 

He said that a draft law. aimed 
at strengthening the court syv 
tern and the rale of law. remains 
unratified three months after the 
council submined it to 
Palestinian President. ArafuL 
In the absence of a constitu- 
tion. the legal system in the 
West Bank reties largely on old 
Turkish. British, and Jordanian 
laws. Laws in the Gaza Strip are 
modelled on those of Egypt 
The PNA has come under 
frequent fire by rights groups 
for allowing its security ^forces 
to detain suspect without 
charges. 

The PNA has passed a law 
restricting arms to security 
forces arid in December earned 
out a campaign to collect illegal 
weapons. But excesses have 
continued rights activists said 
The Palestinian rights group 
Law said 20 people have been 
killed in disputes involving the 
abuse of arms by security forces 
and civilians since Palestinian 
self-role beaan in 1994. 


Egypt sentences 9 
militants to death 


HUCKSIEP (AFP.) — Nine 
Egyptian followers of fugitive 
Saudi Islamist Osama Ben 
Laden were sentenced on 
Sunday to hang for plotting 
attacks on targets in Egypt, but 
all were stiD at large. 

The military court here also 
condemned 78 militants to 
prison terms, including 1 1 sen- 
tenced to hard labour for life, for 
belonging to tiie Islamic Jihad, 
one of Egypt's leading armed 
militant groups. 

Twenty were acquitted 

Only 36 of three given jail 
terms were in Egyptian custody, 
including three condemned to 
hard labour for life after they 
were handed over from Albania 
and Azerbaijan. 

The verdicts cap a watershed 
arse which helped authorities 
deliver a heavy blow to Jihad 
operations in Egypt, understand 
for the first time how (he group 
was set up. overseas and arrest 
members infiltrating from 
abroad 

But Egyptian officials say tiie 
movement can still pose a long- 
term threat as its leader arid 
many other militants stiD oper- 
ate from their main overseas 
base in Afghanistan. 

Jihad, which surged© atten- 
tion when it assassinated 


Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat in 1 98 1 , vowed to contin- 
ue its “holy war until victory or 
martyrdom." according to a 
statement faxed here claiming 
to represent the group. 

The defendants who watched 
the trial from a cage called for “a 
revolution against America and 
Zionism” after hearing the sen- 
tences from the judge, who 
denounced them as “evil and 
subversive men who hid behind 
Islam." 

The sentences were lighter 
than expected however: 
Twenty-five of the 35 who 
risked the death penalty were 
given jafl terms and one was 
acquitted 

Among those sentenced to 
death was Ayman A1 Zawahri, 
the head of the Jihad who 
became Ben Laden’s lieutenant 
and is believed to be with him in 
Afghanistan. His brother 
Mohammad was also given the 
death penalty. 

The nine Jihad leaders sen- 
tenced to death were convicted 
of trying to revive the group by 
training people abroad to use 
explosives to kill and terrify 
innocent people. 

The trial of the 107 began at 
the court in Huckstep. north of 
in February. 


ensure that Israel’s million- 
strong Arab minority backs 
opposition Labour Party leader 
Ehud Barak in his bid to unseal 
Netanyahu as prime minister. 

Netanyahu has reportedly 
told associates that Arafai 
sought unsuccessfully to dis- 
courage an outgoing Arab 
member of parliament. .Azmi 
Bishara. from running for 
prime mimsier because he 
feared his candidacy would 
draw .Arab votes from Barak. 

The PNA has denied any 
meddling in the elections. 

Israeli right-wingers present 
.Arafat's alleged meddling in 
.Arab Israeli affairs as evidence 
that his declared aim of creatine 


an independent state in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip is 
only an interim goal. 

They charge the PLO leader's 
ultimate aim is to fight for the 
return of up to three million 
'Palestinians to homes both in 
the occupied territories and in 
Israel proper and then over- 
whelm the Jewish state. 

.Arab Israelis are Palestinians 
who refused to flee their homes 
when the Jewish state was cre- 
ated in 194$ and were granted 
Israeli nationality. 

They make up about IS per 
cent of Israel's population of six 
million and account for an esti- 
mated 15 per cent of the elec- 
torate. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli fire wounds Lebanese man 

NAB.ATIYEH :.APi — A maimed Lebanese Civilian was 
injured in Israeli bombardment of south Lebanon Sunday after 
a guerrilla attack m an Israeli-controlled enclave. Lebanese 
security officials said. Jawad Mohammad Musa’s injury was 
the only one reported in the morning's battles. Musa. 35, whose 
left leg was amputated below the knee from a shrapnel injury 
in a similar Israeli bombardment two years ago. suffered a 
fresh shrapnel w ound in the upper pan of: that leg early Sunday, 
the officials added. He was treated at a hospital. The Israeli 
shelling followed an attack by Shiite Muslim Hizbollah guer- 

• nibs on the village of Sw eida in the border enclave Israel occu- 
pies in south Lebanon. The officials said Hizbollah guerrillas 

; used rocker-propelled grenades, mortars and automatic 

• weapons in their morning attack on Sweida. about three Jrilo- 
; metres north of Nabatiyeh. a southern market town. 
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Arafat arrives in Dakar 

DAKAR i .AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Araik arrived 
in the Senegalese capital at the weekend as part of a world tour 
to gamer support for his plans to declare a Palestinian state on 
May 4. He was welcomed on his arrival Saturday night by 
Senegalese Interior Minister General Lamine Cisse. Later 
Sunday he was due to meet President Abdou Diouf. official 
radio said. In Nouakchott on Saturday. Arafai recalled that the 
transitional period in tiie territories will nm out on May 4 under 
the Oslo agreements signed five years ago in the United States. 
“It is our right to proclaim on that date the birth of our inde- 
pendent state with Jerusalem as its capital." Arafat said after 
being welcomed by Mauritanian President Maaouya Would 
Taya. 

33 Kurdish rebels killed 

.ANKARA (AFP) — Thirty-three rebels of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) were killed in fighting with Turkish soldiers in the 
past two days in southeastern Turkey and in northern Iraq, the 
Anatolia news agency reported on Sunday. Fifteen of the rebels 
were killed in an ongoing Turkish army operation in northern 
Iraq which began two weeks ago with tacking from fighter jets 
and helicopters. The latest killings brought the overall death toll 
of the incursion to 59, the agency said. In a military bulletin 
published last week, the general staff had said 44 Kurdish 
rebels and 10 Turkish soldiers were killed in the operation 
which is being supported by fighters of the Iraqi Kurdish leader 
Massoud Barzani's Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP). 
Anatolia also said 18 PKK rebels were killed in clashes with 
Turkish security forces in Turkey’s mainly Kurdish-populaied 
southeastern region. 

Iranian journalists appeal for protection 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Over 320 Iranian journalists have called 
on President Mohammad Khatami to guarantee their legal 
rights and stop newspaper bans. “We ask that journalism be 
recognised as a distinct profession and be afforded all legal ser- 
vices and support" the journalists said in a letter to Khatami 
published by the official IRNA news agency. The journalists 
called for an immediate end to "illogical and illegal'' wavs of 
dealing with the press and asked Khatami to define press' vio- 
lations dearly and without ambiguity. They claimed that in the 
past year eight newspapers and weeklies had been closed on 
various “empty pretexts” and said another two publications 
were on the verge of being shut down. 
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Khatami calls for Gulf cooperation 

THWAN (AFP) - Iranian President Mohammad Khaiami 
called Sunday for ^onjvtde cooperation to ensure the GuT< 
secunty and stabdity. the official IRNA new asencx .^H 
Khatami made the appeal in talks with YenS,i IW 
Minister Abdul Qader BajammaL who has 
““ Saniiday. /There's no solution othsHhan cStaSII 
cooperation by the counmes in the region to ensure the fw 
G ulfs security and stability. ■■Dnlkenr/s 7. Pers ™ 
allowed to turn into real differences." he said ° U ^ no1 ** 



British dancers 
‘pear-shaped’ 
bodies under fire 

LONDON 'R' - <**■• of 

Brian'- N &i .a™!* “i® 
srsur ahro.d ^ cusr <4 
asm 'tar- aft ~ readme ixtnc- 
crown rxdiCTm.iv 
•■pcar-sh.ifvd' rbv' L i4i*>. ^ 
Sundav Times rafted It sad 
the Enc.ii.vh Vstirral fad 
i.ki >r«iir*i"vd ruti'c 
lUtcov s.iysnc they war too 
effete. DerA !V;inr. an*6c 
direcior ei Tar English 
Naccrai Balks. Mumi the 

problem on r* •x titbits. M 

"Wh> are wc no: rrduang 
British taler.! to «iand at figMdc 
the cnxus like Mi&pl 
For.tevrF The <upc the 
British hrxty I' 1 Hume." tt 
quoted him as s.:yute 

Protesters don’t 
want Olympic 
volleyball on beach 

SYDNEY i AP' — A resident 
of Sydney's Bv«ndi beach 
vowed to lie in I he path of IxiU- 
dozer* in a bid to stop the 
Olympic volleyball competi- 
tion from being ■ m the popular 
te^ch stop next year B-untfe 
Olympic Wateh 
.^vkcsrruri Peter Winkler sad J| 
Sunday ffiat toe a-tion 
wxuld prrxes; arair.s: toe event 
up to and during to; 2tM1 
games and tha: he was iw- 
parcd to "lie «i?wn in fn*m or 
buUdcrzers ' to st» l p it ANxa 
I .C*XI rcsider»L< opposed i»> to? 
vOllevtali event ai B<-ndi 
attended a ticrv puMic mecung 
Surelay in which a 'qykesiTOT 
frum " toe dyn^ic 
Coonimanon Autority 
(OGA» was heckled and ver- 
bally abused 

‘Wag the Dog’ wins 
Belgrade film 
academy prize 

BELGRADE i.AFPi The ^ 
U.S. mnvTC ‘ ASag the Dog." 
uto>c *‘pkxh» bsxeni: a trag- 
ic realm for pwpk: in 
Yugoslavia." IBS' tecched to* 
top award from the Beigr.Kk-- 
hased .Academy of Film Arts 
and Science, toe Tanyuc suite 
news ^cncy rcponed Sunday. 

After awarding the film as 
major prize, the Cn \LiI Prism, 
on Friday, the academy, the ti^p 
movie instiiutii’n in 
Yugoslavia, sent a letter to toe 
film’s dinxlor Barry levmsrn | 

and actors Dustin Hoffman j 

and Robert Dc Niro. 

Runners plan I 

marathon marriage 

LONDON (Ri — Two British 
runnere plan to get married 
during the London nuraihon 
and then finish the race as nan 
and wile. Mike Gam brill and 
Barbara Cole have competed 
in 100 marathons, got enguged 
during the Disney maraihon in 
Floritii and thought the 
London race would make the 
ideal setting to tie toe knoL 
“We spend most of cur live?* 
running marathons and i 

thought it would be ju^ perfect i 
to get married during one. Wc j 
are absolutely thrilled to bto" 

Cole said. They plan to break J 
off just after the start of the race | 

to exchange \o»> al a ! 

Jacobean mansion on the 
rpute. ''Ho^fullv we'll get 
time to grab a giis of bubbly 
along toe w ay . Gambrill said. 

New way to budge 
chubby kids 
from television 

Washington » ap> — * 

Barents may have a w^ay 53 
budge their TV- watching kids ' 

™ the family sofa; a bicyde 
revoked up electrically loathe 
^ To see their favourite 
c °uch potatoes haw » 
palal. .An researcher 4 

came up ui* dr 
i v cycle says early trouts 
youngv^; shed ha 
TV 

AUbro of SfLufeeV 
Hospital in New 
iork delivered foeTYcvdesK? 
^memuighi-n.’fare'^-.S 
— aiajpwstarxi^ewawc 
! n tat of tdevisksos for 
t wir similar children N&xxk 
J“=pd the youngsters to psdd 
AHison sssd 
ejiKt said, here vou gtx Bar 

^ A to yxxi have fi 



